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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to sur-
geries, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please 
contact the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a 
family member is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 8:00am — 3:30pm, 
Mon thru Thurs if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.  

SECOND Sunday of Lent 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Sharon Worthington,  
 Email: sharon@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   As we continue the 
Jubilee Year of Hope, 
last weekend we cele-

brated the Jubilee of Volunteers. In  
the midst of taking joy in the generous 
gifts of time and talents shared by our 
volunteers, God called home one of 
our most vital volunteers. As I write 
this, I’m still kind of numb from the 
death of our fellow parishioner Anne 
Marie Graham.  

Anne Marie was such a life-giving 
presence in the Midland Area Catholic 
Community. You would see her at the 
greeting table of the St. Brigid fish fry, 
and the next evening she would  
be proclaiming the Word of God at 
Saturday Mass at Assumption, with 
her distinctive arm sling and English 
accent. She would be back at Assump-
tion on Sunday morning, taking pic-
tures for our directory, website, and 
social media and Breaking Open the 
Word with our catechumens preparing 
for the Sacraments of Initiation. She 
loved her Catholic faith. She read  
the Bible and all kinds of books on 
Catholic subjects and was a regular 
participant in adult faith formation clas-
ses (both as participant and catechist), 
small group discussions, and formation 
for Christian Initiation (OCIA), a minis-
try that was especially dear to her 
heart. She was one of our volunteers 
who compose the Universal Prayer for 
our weekend Masses. She was also  
a member of our Christian Service 
Commission, looking for ways to con-
nect parishioners with each other and 
with the ministries our parish and the 
other local churches. She would attend 
an ecumenical meeting of Midland  
area churches each month to keep 
Assumption Parish informed and con-
nected to the charitable work of all 
Midland churches and non-profits. 

As you can see, Anne Marie’s loss 
leaves a big hole in our parish commu-
nity. This is the multiplying power that 
Jesus can do when we offer our hum-
ble gifts and place them in his hands. 
And Anne Marie’s story is repeated  
in many of you, volunteers sharing 
your gifts throughout our parish and 
community. 

 

In my prayer and discernment re-
cently, I have been sensing that God is 

asking me to shift my duties somewhat 
here at Assumption, to focus more on 
long-range planning and to focus a 
little less personally on catechesis, to 
empower more of you for the ministry 
of teaching and faith formation. I would 
still be doing some of that evangeliza-
tion and formation ministry. I find it  
energizing and meaningful, but I think 
that the Lord is calling me now to  
invite, raise up, and form new cate-
chetical leaders in our parish. 

So I am asking you to prayerfully 
consider volunteering for one of the 
following roles. You do not need to be 
a “Catholic expert.” Training and for-
mation will be provided for you. All that 
you need is a willing heart: 

 1 or 2 volunteers who have the 
gifts of prayer and writing to help  
compose the Universal Prayer for the 
weekend Masses. Volunteers usually 
compose the prayers for an entire 
month then have a month or two off. 
Training will be provided. 

 A volunteer to attend the local 
meeting of churches on the second 
Thursday morning of each month at 
Trinity Lutheran Church. The meeting 
concerns the charitable work of Mid-
land churches and non-profits. This 
volunteer would then report back to  
the Christian Service Commission on 
the second Tuesday evening of each 
month. 

 A few volunteers to create an 
OCIA team to aid in the formation of 
adults seeking the baptism or full  
communion in the Catholic Church. 
The formation protocols are set. You 
will be trained over a period of time. 

 1 or 2 volunteers to help lead  
baptism formation sessions for parents 
seeking baptism for their young chil-
dren. We will provide the format and 
background education needed to lead 
the sessions. 

 2 or 3 married couples to create a 
team to help lead pre-Cana sessions 
for our engaged couples. The format 
and lesson plans are set. After a  
period of formation, you can lead the  
sessions yourself or as teams. 

 1 or 2 volunteers to be trained as 
catechists for Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, our formation program  
for children age 3-5

th
 grade. This is  

an amazing catechetical methodology. 
You are guaranteed to grow in your 
understanding of the Catholic faith and 

how to form young people in it. 

 A few volunteers to serve as  
small group facilitators for our youth, 
6

th
 grade-12

th
 grade. Our youth minis-

try meets on Sunday evenings, Sep-
tember-March. Our new Confirmation 
preparation program for Jr. High 
schoolers will be beginning next  
school year. All class plans and train-
ing will be provided. 

 A few volunteers to assist with 
Communion and prayer visits to our 
homebound parishioners and those in 
nursing homes and rehab facilities. 
Training will be provided. 

Anne Marie and I were both partici-
pants in this winter’s Monday night 
book discussion group, led by parish-
ioner Mary Smith, on the book every-
one received this Christmas, Behold, 
Believe, Become by Timothy O’Malley. 
In our last session, less than a week 
before Anne Marie’s death, we dis-
cussed the following passage from  
the book, “Now we probably don’t want 
to think about it, but it may be benefi-
cial to recognize upon our leaving the 
church building that this could be our 
last Mass. It could be the final time  
we celebrate the Eucharist. Before  
we come back next Sunday, we may 
embark upon our final leave . . . as 
you’re leaving Mass, the task at hand 
is to wonder how you’re going to live 
differently.” This could be our last 
Mass, our last Lent, our last Easter, or 
our last Christmas. What will we do 
with this opportunity? Anne Marie left  
a legacy of faith here at Assumption 
Parish, as did Camille VanSickle, 
whose funeral we celebrated in Janu-
ary and who left a legacy on our parish 
music ministry. Many of you are leav-
ing a legacy of faith here at Assump-
tion Parish as well. But as time moves 
on and God calls his faithful ones to 
receive their reward, a new generation 
is called upon to create a legacy of 
their own. How will we “make a return 
to the Lord for all the good he has 
done for me?” (Psalm 116:12) 
                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“Those who are learned will be as radiant as the sky in all  
its beauty; those who instruct the people in goodness will  

shine like the stars for all eternity.” —Daniel 12:3 

“Then I heard the voice of the  
Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? 
Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’  
I said; ‘send me!’” —Isaiah 6:8 

“May your faithful be strengthened,  
O God, by your blessing: in grief, 

may you be their consolation,  
in tribulation, their power to endure, 

and in peril, their protection. Through 
Christ our Lord.” —Roman Missal, 

Prayer over the People for Tuesday 
of the First Week of Lent 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, March 17 
 Dn 9:4b-10 
 Lk 6:36-38 

 
————————— 

  

 TUES, March 18 
Is 1:10, 16-20 
 Mt 23:1-12 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, March 19 
 2 Sam 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 
 Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 

 6:30p  Mass 
     Followed by Exposition 
     and Reconciliation (7:15-815) 

!!!  

 THUR, March 20 
 Jer 17:5-10 
 Lk 16:19-31 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, March 21 
  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary 
 3:30p  Stations of the Cross 

  

 SAT, March 22 
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20 
 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

 4:30p  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, March 23 
 Ex 17:3-7 
 Rm 5:1-2, 5-8 
 Jn 4:5-42  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30a  Mass 

Bill Noel 
 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, March 16 
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A., C.L.O.W., CFF, YM 

Monday, March 17 
 

1:30-6 pm Blood Drive  
Tuesday, March 18 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 3:30 pm Millions of Monicas 
 5:30 pm Faith Form Comm Meeting 
 7:00 pm Admin/Finance Meeting 
Wednesday, March 19  
 6:00 pm Choir Practice 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation (7:15-8:15) 
 6:30 pm CFF 
 7:30 pm K of C Exemplification 
Thursday, March 20 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Friday, March 21 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 9:00 am SafeTALK Training 
 3:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, March 22  

Wedding: Lauren Guentert  
and John Fattal 

 4:30 pm 
Sunday, March 23 
3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A., C.L.O.W., CFF, Last YM class 

The Seven Last Words of  
Christ Concert / 3pm 

V is for Vocation: Fr. Stephen Blaxton 
We give thanks for Fr. Stephen Blaxton 
currently serving as Pastor of St. Brigid 
of Kildare here in Midland. We pray for  
Fr. Stephen as he ministers to the parish 
as well as the children of St. Brigid  
Catholic School. Ordained in 2019 and 
assigned to St.  Brigid of Kildare in 2024, 
Fr. Stephen also serves as the diocesan 

chaplain for the Knights of Columbus.  

Learn more about the vocation of priesthood:    
https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest     

Loving and Generous God, it is You who call us by name 
and ask us to follow You. Help us to grow in the Love  
and Service of our Church as we experience it today.  

Give us the energy and courage of Your Spirit to shape  
its future. Grant us faith-filled leaders who will embrace 
Christ's Mission of love and justice. Bless our Church by  

raising up dedicated and generous leaders from our  
families and friends who will serve Your people as Sisters, 

Priests, Brothers, Deacons and Lay Ministers. Inspire  
us to know You better and open our hearts to hear  

Your call. We ask this through our Lord. Amen. 

Knights of Columbus 

 

Wednesday, March 19  
at 7:30pm  

in DuRussel Hall 

 
Fr. Henry P. DuRussel Council 2141 – 
Over One Hundred Years of Service 

Stations of the Cross 

 

March 21:  Reflections on the Seven Last Words of Jesus 
March 28:    Mary's Way of the Cross 
April 4:        Visual Way of the Cross 
April 11:    Scriptural Way of the Cross according to Pope St. John Paul II 
 

On March 21, Reflections on the Seven Last Words of Jesus 
In place of the traditional Stations of the Cross, this week we will offer brief medi-
tations on the Seven Last Words (or sayings) of Jesus as he hung upon the Cross. 
This prayer will help us connect our Lord’s passion to the challenges we face in 
taking up our crosses and following Jesus. These meditations will also prepare us 
spiritually for our parish Concert on March 23. 

Olive Wood Sale  
Next weekend, a representative of the  
Holy Land Family will be selling beautiful 
hand carved religious artwork made from 
olive wood and mosaics to help Christian 
families in the Holy Land who rely on  
the selling of their religious work to make  
a living. These families’ livelihoods have 
been severely affected by the political con-
flict in the region. The Christian population 
in Bethlehem is decreasing. When we sup-
port these families to continue their work, 
we will help maintain their employment so 
that they stay in their homeland. 

https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest
mailto:989-430-8622/md2141@mikofc.org


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

Mar. 16, 23 CFF and CLOW 
 19, 26 Wednesday CFF 
 30 No CFF & No CLOW—     

   Spring Break 
Apr.  2 No Wednesday CFF 
 6, 13 CFF and CLOW 
 9 Wednesday CFF 
 12 Reconciliation Retreat (10:00-5:30) 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation or 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  

Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Both Middle School and High School YM meets at Blessed Sacrament 
on Sunday evenings from 6-8 pm!  ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 

 

Mar. 16  YM meets            
  23  YM Final Session  
Apr. 26-27  Y2Y Retreat (HS) 
June 1  Graduation Mass 

 
  16-21  YES (Youth Encounter Service) HS 
  23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS—Save the Date)

A weekend retreat designed by teens, for 
teens! Step away from the stress of school and 
home, and discover a space where you can 
truly be yourself. Bring a friend or come ready 
to make new ones—it’s going to be a weekend 
you’ll never forget! Let the journey begin at 
the Youth 2 Youth Retreat—
we can’t wait to see you 
there!  

Scan the QR code  
to register online! 

Questions…. 
contact Kathy Russell 

NOVEMBER 20-22, 2025 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

   What is NCYC?  NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) is a powerfully unique  
three-day experience of prayer, community, evangelization, catechesis, service, and  
empowerment for Catholic teenagers, of high school age. It is the premier Catholic youth 
event on a national scale that gathers people from all across America for a life-changing 
encounter with Christ. 
   The 2025 theme, I Am | Yo Soy, will reflect on the time God appeared to Moses through 
the burning bush and explore how the Sacraments are the living story of God’s love, 
uniting us with Him through Jesus and the Church. Through the Sacraments, we encoun-
ter the fullness of salvation and the tangible presence of Immanuel—God with us. 

Cost: $350 for registered families  
($150 with registration by April 13th, balance of $200 due Sept. 30th) 

See the weekly Flocknote for registration or forms can be found in the gathering space.  
For questions, contact Kathy Russell @ kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

Calling all high school students…. 

 Youth 2 Youth Retreat 

April 26-27, Camp Rotary   
Cost: $70 

Thank you all for your  
continued support of our youth!!  
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Holy Hours for Vocations 
with Bishop Gruss 
All are welcome!  

 

Bishop Gruss has designated Pilgrimage 
Churches throughout the Diocese of  
Saginaw for the Jubilee Year of Hope 
which may be visited by many who wish 
to make a confession and attend Mass  
to receive the Plenary Indulgence. The 

location of these churches are where he will offer a Holy Hour for 
Vocations each month and may be found below. The Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Hope began in the Diocese of Saginaw on December 
29, 2024 on the Feast of the Holy Family and ends December 28, 
2025 on the Feast of the Holy Family. 
 

The faithful are encouraged to join Bishop Gruss when he visits 
their parish and/or make a pilgrimage to other parishes.  

All Holy Hours are from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025  

Corpus Christi Parish, Holy Trinity Church, Bay City  

Wednesday, April 9, 2025  
Our Lady of Hope Parish, St. Cecilia Church, Clare  

Thursday, April 24, 2025  
Assumption of the BVM Parish, Midland  

Monday, March 17 
1:30-6pm 

SafeTALK Training   
Suicide Alertness Training prepares anyone, regardless of their expe-
rience or training, to become suicide alert. In this half day training, you 
will learn how to assist someone who may have thoughts of suicide by 
recognizing signs, engaging someone, and connecting them to an inter-
vention resource for support.  Join us on:  

This Friday, March 21st from  
9 am – 1 pm at Assumption Parish's Holy Grounds  

for this workshop that will help break down the stigma around suicide, 
teach people to recognize when others are struggling, and lead them 
to further help. Seating is limited. Continental breakfast and a light 
lunch will be served.   

Cost: $20 for materials. For questions, please contact  
Kathy Russell @ kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

PILGRIMAGE TO 
GREECE  

Fr. Marcel Portelli invites you 
to join him on a prayerful  
11-day pilgrimage to Greece 
in the footsteps of St. Paul. 
We'll visit Philippi where Paul 
the Apostle delivered his first 
sermon and established the 

first church in Europe, Mars Hill in Athens where he spoke to the 
philosophers, Corinth and the site of St. Paul’s trial. We'll visit the 
House of the Virgin Mary in Ephesus in Turkey where she lived until 
her Assumption. On our 3-day cruise we'll discover the captivating 
Greek islands of Mykonos, Crete, Santorini, and even pray in the 
grotto on Patmos Island where St. John wrote the Book of Revela-
tion. Full info https://bit.ly/4bkUKAu or (989) 426-7154. 

 In Loving Memory of 
 

 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even though 
they die; and whoever lives by believing in 

me will never die.”  ~John 11:25-26 

mailto:kathyr@assumptionmidland.org
https://bit.ly/4bkUKAu


TAKE OUT AVAILABLE 
Please Call Ahead 989-835-9481 ext. 64  

4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

From the very beginning, God gifted His people what they 
needed – and they thanked Him by offering sacrifices. God 

still gifts His people – you, your family, your friends, your coworkers,  
fellow parishioners – everyone – to fulfill their needs. But do we make 
sacrifices to God for His gifts? While we certainly are not called to make 
such sacrifices as Abraham did, but we are called to show our gratitude 
for God’s gifts through our giving of our resources, talents and time. 

Communal  
Reconciliation 
2pm at Blessed 

Sacrament 

LENTEN BLACK 
BOOKS  

You can receive the  
daily reflections through 
email by signing up on 

Flocknote. Go to https://
midlandabvm.flocknote. 

com/BlackBook to sign-up 
or click the button in the 

weekly Flocknote.   
 

https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Christ's Mission Appeal 2024-25 
We are getting closer to our goal. Please give careful con-
sideration about how you will respond. Fill out the pledge 
card and return it to the Diocese of Saginaw or put it  
in the collection basket. Remember, 
checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Saginaw, not our parish.  

You can also give online on the  
Diocese website at www.saginaw. 

org/appeal, through the weekly  
Flocknote or scan the QR Code.  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
March 8/9, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $5,786 
$2,037 

Donations ........................... $250 
      Weekend Total .......... $8,073 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($1,158) 

March 1-9, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $10,377 
Online Giving $5,799 
Donations ........................ $2,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $18,426 
      Goal ......................... $18,462 
Overage/(Shortfall) ............ ($36) 

 

Looking for a Treasure? 
Come to Our Lady of Grace 

Annual Rummage/Bake Sale 
 

Thurs, April 3….9am – 5pm 
Fri, April 4….9am – 5pm 

Sat, April 5….8:30am – 12noon 
No early sales... 

Our Lady of Grace Parish Hall, Sanford 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.saginaw.org&c=E,1,FXzWigyrGofo0yQETKJk6VK7_348PY0qY29aPuI69YiQbMuy8a_A8-KaFdVsCLd69QQMeWnwR6thoMHOXslhDRmoTu9qIjiWql67v2Q2eluLCmM,&typo=1&ancr_add=1



