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March 2, 2025                

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Shine like lights in the world 
as you hold on to the word of life. 

Phil 2:15d, 16a   

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Join us for Mass at 6:30pm  

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Sharon Worthington,  
 Email: sharon@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2?15


  

                                   John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“This, rather, is the fasting that I wish: releasing those bound unjustly, untying the thongs of the yoke;  
setting free the oppressed, breaking every yoke; sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed  
and the homeless; clothing the naked when you see them, and not turning your back on your own. Then your  

light shall break forth like the dawn, and your wound shall quickly be healed.”—Isaiah 58:6-8 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor  

does a rotten tree bear good fruit.” – Luke 6:43 
 

Are you bearing good fruit? God gives us each 
unique gifts to be shared with others. Explore and pray about 
how you can use your gifts – or utilize them in bigger ways – 
for the sake of God’s kingdom. Sharing our ‘good fruit’ helps 
build up God’s kingdom here on Earth. 

LENTEN  
BLACK BOOKS  

You can receive the daily reflections through 
email by signing up on Flocknote.  

Just go to: 
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook  

to sign-up or click the button  
in the weekly Flocknote that is sent out.   

https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, March 3 
 Sir 17:20-24 
 Mk 10:17-27 

 
————————— 

  

 TUES, March 4 
Sir 35:1-12  
 Mk 10:28-31 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, March 5 
 Jl 2:12-18 
 2 Cor 5:20-6:2 
 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 6:30p Mass 

!!!  

 THUR, March 6 
 Dt 30:15-20 
 Lk 9:22-25 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, March 7 
 Is 58:1-9a 
 Mt 9:14-15 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary 
 3:30p  Stations of the Cross 

  

 SAT, March 8 
Is 58:9b-14 
 Lk 5:27-32 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary 
 4:30p  Mass—Chris Batcke 

  

 SUN, March 9 
 Dt 26:4-10 
 Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30a  Mass  

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, March 2 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A., No C.L.O.W. 
No CFF, YM meets 

Monday, March 3 
 6:00 pm Choir Practice 
 6:30 pm Book Study  

Tuesday, March 4 
 7:30 am Open Door in Kitchen 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 3:30 pm Millions of Monicas 
 6:30 pm Pastoral Council Meeting 

Wednesday, March 5  
 am Serving at Open Door 
 6:30 pm ASH WEDNESDAY MASS  
No CFF 

Thursday, March 6 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, March 7 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, March 8
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 4:30 pm 

Sunday, March 9 
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A., C.L.O.W. 
CFF, YM 
COFFEE AND DONUT SUNDAY 

 

 
 

V is for Vocation: Fr. Matthew Gembrowski 
   We give thanks for Fr. Matthew  
Gembrowski currently serving as Paro-
chial Vicar for both St Mary University 
Parish and Sacred Heart Parish in Mt. 
Pleasant. We pray for Fr. Matthew as 
he continues his ministry to the youth 
at CMU. Fr. Matthew joined students 
at a five-day conference back in Janu-
ary; the SEEK Conference helps youth 
grow in their faith and was held in Salt 
Lake City.  

Learn more about the vocation of priesthood: 
https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest     

Loving God, You speak to us and nourish us through the  
life of this Church community. In the name of Jesus, we ask 

you to send your Spirit to us so that men and women among 
us, young and old, will respond to your call to service and 
leadership in the Church. We pray especially, in our day,  
for those who hear your invitation to be a priest, sister,  
or brother. May those who are opening their hearts and 

minds to your call be encouraged and strengthened  
through our enthusiasm in your service. Amen. 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
IS THIS WENDESDAY, MARCH 5TH 

   Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent for Catholics and many 
other Christians. We will offer Mass with the Blessing & Distribution of 
Ashes at 6:30 p.m. this Wednesday. Everyone is welcome, Catholic or 
not, to come forward to receive ashes. There will be no Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament or Sacrament of Reconciliation offered after Mass on Ash 
Wednesday, but they will be offered on the Wednesdays of lent. 
   Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fasting for Catholics ages 18-59. On 
a fast day, we eat one regular meal and up to two smaller meals (together not 
equal to the one regular meal). Eating in between meals is to be avoided. Please 
use good judgement and conscience on fast days. Those who for reasons of health 
and well being who should not fast from food are encouraged to make some other 
act of sacrificial penance. 
   Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and every Friday in Lent are days of abstinence 
from meat for Catholics ages 14 and up. On days of abstinence, we avoid flesh 
meat (beef, chicken, pork, etc.). Fish, fruits & vegetables, eggs, cheese, pasta, 
beans or K of C’s Pierogi’s are traditional choices on these days. 
   During Lent all Catholics are encouraged to practice in their own way acts of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving throughout the Lent season as we prepare to enter 
more deeply into the mystery of Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection during 
Holy Week and Easter. Lenten observance is not meant to be a test of will power, 
but an opportunity to unite our voluntary sacrifices to Jesus’ unique sacrifice on 
Calvary and to join in solidarity with those who suffer Christ-like poverty, hunger, 
rejection, and marginalization daily throughout our city, state, nation, and world. 

Knights of Columbus 
Join your fellow parishioners in the Knights of Columbus  

and keep our parish strong! 

K of C Exemplification Ceremony 
Wednesday, March 19 at 7:30pm in DuRussel Hall 

For more info, contact Matt Glaccum (989-430-8622/md2141@mikofc.org)  
Fr. Henry P. DuRussel Council 2141 – Over One Hundred Years of Service 

https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest
mailto:989-430-8622/md2141@mikofc.org


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

Mar. 2 No CFF & No CLOW 
 5 No Wednesday CFF— 

   Ash Wednesday 
  9, 16, 23 CFF and CLOW 

 12, 19, 26 Wednesday CFF 
 30 No CFF & No CLOW—Spring Break 
Apr.  2 No Wednesday CFF 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation or 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  

Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Both Middle School and High School YM meets at Blessed Sacrament 
on Sunday evenings from 6-8 pm!  ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 

 

Mar. 2, 9, 16  YM meets            
  23  YM Final Session  
Apr.    26-27  Y2Y Retreat (HS) 
June 1  Graduation Mass 
  16-21  YES (Youth Encounter Service) HS 
  23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS Save the Date)

 
  

Summer Opportunity for 
High School Students… 

 

Notre Dame Vision is a 5-day experience on 
the Notre Dame campus designed to help 
participants discover and renew God’s call in 
their lives. 
 

Connect with hundreds of other high school 
students as you learn from the witness of 
the saints and develop practices to live your 
faith. Immerse yourself in the Notre Dame 
campus and sharpen your spiritual vision to 
recognize God’s grace at work in your life. 
 

For more information, contact Kathy Russell 

Scan the QR code 
to register online! A weekend retreat designed by teens, for teens! 

Step away from the stress of school and home, 
and discover a space where you can truly be 
yourself. Bring a friend or come ready to make 
new ones—it’s going to be a weekend you’ll nev-
er forget! Let the journey begin at the Youth 2 
Youth Retreat—we can’t wait to see you there! 

Questions….contact Kathy Russell 

Calling all  
high school students…. 

 Youth 2 Youth  
Retreat 

April 26-27 

Camp Rotary 
Cost: $70 

Thank you all for your continued  
support of our youth!!  

 You’re invited to participate in  
CRS Rice Bowl! 

CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten 
program of Catholic Relief 
Services. Through CRS Rice Bowl, 
faith communities in dioceses 
throughout the United States 
put their faith into action 

through prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Lenten 
alms donated through CRS Rice Bowl support 
the work of CRS in more than 100 different 
countries each year.  

?’s contact Maria Coss at 989.797.6646 
PLEASE PICK UP A RICE BOWL IN THE 

GATHERING SPACE AND BRING IT BACK 
STARTING PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND. 

Coffee, Donuts  
and  

 Fellowship  

will be served after Mass  
Sunday, March 9 

Please plan to join in! 
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Stations of the Cross 

 

March 7:   Praying the Stations of Mercy with Pope Francis 
March 14:   The Way of the Cross: Praying the Psalms with Jesus  
March 21:    Reflections on the Seven Last Words of Jesus 
March 28:    Mary's Way of the Cross 
April 4:        Visual Way of the Cross 
April 11:    Scriptural Way of the Cross according to Pope St. John Paul II 

  

On March 7, Praying the Stations of Mercy with Pope Francis 
The prayer format is the traditional 14 Stations of the Cross. The prayer reflections are from Scripture and the  

writing and speeches of Pope Francis, reminding us that “The Name of God is Mercy” that shines forth from Jesus’  
sacrifice of himself through his Passion and Cross.  

A Message from  
Bishop Robert Gruss  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
   I come to you with a heartfelt re-
quest to join me in prayer for our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, who remains 
hospitalized at Gemelli Hospital in 
Rome. According to the Vatican, Pope 
Francis, aged 88, is being treated for 
pneumonia in both lungs. His condition 
has been described as "critical" follow-
ing a prolonged asthma-like respirato-
ry crisis, and he has received blood 
transfusions. While the Holy Father 
remains alert, he requires a high flow 
of oxygen, and his prognosis remains 
guarded, according to a Vatican state-
ment.  
   In these challenging moments,  
let us unite as a community of faith,  
lifting Pope Francis in our prayers  
and entrusting him to God’s healing 
mercy. I encourage our parishioners  
to pray fervently for his recovery.  
A special prayer is available on the 
USCCB website offering these words  
of intercession:  

God, shepherd and ruler of all the  
faithful, look favorably on your servant 

Francis, whom you have set at the  
head of your Church as her shep-

herd; Grant, we pray, that by word  
and example he may be of service to 
those over whom he presides so that, 
together with the flock entrusted to  
his care, he may come to everlasting 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
your Son, who lives and reigns with  
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Monday, March 17 
1:30-6pm 

Guatemala Stove Team Thanks You! 
The Midland-Based Stove Team thanks everyone for the prayers and financial support to yield 160 homes  

and a school in Guatemala to now have a safer, efficient stove and water filter.   
Videos of the trip can be found at https://bit.ly/4gM6Ovy 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2f4gM6Ovy&c=E,1,qkMfrSxaqAiR5UKRmfPD23-AzX0mN5iyq6uq6f8ATkdTuqViI73W2igpazrWWkXxaB0qFdisGMLl3pT4uqnxUx4zA9VQu823eXLFUa5fKw-X&typo=1
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Midland  
100 Club 

Presentation 
by Tina VanDam 

Ladies are welcome 
to listen to a 

presentation on the Midland  
100 Club on  

Thursday, March 6th  
12:30-1:30pm 

in Holy Grounds 
Presented by  P.E.O. Chapter CZ 

Women’s Group 
Questions call Marilyn  

@ 989 430-1748 
30 minutes social time  
prior to presentation. 

SafeTALK  
Suicide Alertness Training pre-
pares anyone, regardless of their 
experience or training, to become 
suicide alert. In this half day train-
ing, you will learn how to assist 
someone who may have thoughts 
of suicide by recognizing signs,  
engaging someone, and connecting 
them to an intervention resource 
for support.  Join us on:  

Friday, March 21st from  
9 am – 1 pm at Assumption 

Parish's Holy Grounds  

for this workshop that will help 
break down the stigma around sui-
cide, teach people to recognize 
when others are struggling, and 
lead them to further help. Seating 
is limited. Continental breakfast 
and a light lunch will be served.   

Cost: $20 for materials. 



Are you interested in financially supporting our upcoming spring concert? 
Or are you interested in sponsoring an instrument for our concert series?  

Please reach out to Jim for questions and/or more information. 



It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Christ's Mission Appeal 2024-25 
We are getting closer to our goal. Please give careful con-
sideration about how you will respond. Fill out the pledge 
card and return it to the Diocese of Saginaw or put it  
in the collection basket. Remember, 
checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Saginaw, not our parish.  

You can also give online on the  
Diocese website at www.saginaw. 

org/appeal, through the weekly  
Flocknote or scan the QR Code.  

If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
February 22/23, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,070 
$1,405 

Donations ............................... $ 0 
      Weekend Total .......... $4,475 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($4,756) 

February 1-23, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $13,673 
Online Giving $10,040 
Donations ...................... $17,300 
      Weekend Total ........ $41,013 
      Goal ......................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $4,089 

 

WOMEN’S CHRIST RENEWS 
April 26th & 27th, 2025 

Christ Renews is an on-going process for personal spiritual 
renewal of women over the age of 18 that results in the 
renewal of our faith community. It is held at the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish Center beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Sat, 
April 26 and ending about 3:00 p.m. on Sun, April 27th. 

For more information or to register  
call Blessed Sacrament at 989-835-6777. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.saginaw.org&c=E,1,FXzWigyrGofo0yQETKJk6VK7_348PY0qY29aPuI69YiQbMuy8a_A8-KaFdVsCLd69QQMeWnwR6thoMHOXslhDRmoTu9qIjiWql67v2Q2eluLCmM,&typo=1&ancr_add=1



