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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to sur-
geries, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please 
contact the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a 
family member is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 8:00am — 3:30pm, 
Mon thru Thurs if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.  

“Sir, give me this water,  
so that I may not be thirsty or have to  

keep coming here to draw water.”  

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   Over the next three 
Sundays of Lent, we 
will take our scripture 
readings from the 
Year A sequence of 
readings rather than 
the Year C readings 

that are proclaimed every other Sun-
day this liturgical year. The reason for 
this change-up is that we will be cele-
brating the three Scrutinies with our 
Elect (those preparing for baptism at 
the Easter Vigil). The prayers of the 
Scrutinies are connected to the Gospel 
passages proclaimed in the Year A 
Gospel passages. The Scrutinies give 
the Elect opportunities to reflect on 
their lives thus far, to seek liberation 
from sin, and to be strengthened in 
their resolve to become true disciples 
of Jesus Christ. This is a delicate spir-
itual time for them. 

For us who are already bap-
tized, we are strongly encour-
aged to keep our Elect (and 
Candidates for Full Communion 
in the Catholic Church) in our 
prayers during their Lenten pe-
riod of Purification and Enlight-
enment. This is also a time for us to 
contemplate the meaning of baptism in 
our own lives. We are all preparing to 
renew our own baptismal promises at 
the Easter liturgy. This is a perfect time 
to reflect on the effects of our own 
baptism day on our lives. 

Some of the effects of our baptism, 
whether we received this sacrament  
as a child or as an adult, are the wash-
ing away of our sins, our recreation  
in Christ, our anointing in the Spirit  
of Jesus, and our incorporation into  
the Church. 

At our baptism, we died to sin. 
Through the grace and mercy of God 
obtained for us through the Paschal 
Mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion, we were washed clean of our 
sins, both original sin and our personal 

sins (if we were old enough at baptism 
to have knowingly chosen sin). Howev-
er, we know from experience that  
the effects of sin remains with us. This 
is why we are called to always, but 
especially during the time of Lent, to 
honestly acknowledge our sins, repent, 
and seek the Lord’s forgiveness in  
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We 
do not live in desolation or fear of sin 
as baptized Christians, but in the free-
dom of those who know that Christ has 
conquered sin and death. 

At our baptism, we were “born again” 
as a “new creation” in Christ. We were 
given a participation in the very life of 
Christ. We call this gift Grace. The 
kingdom of God is within us. We can 
call upon the power of Christ’s divine 
life within us whenever we share with 
Christ our prayers, work, desires, joys, 
fears, and sufferings. Lent is a time  

to deepen our prayer life (the 
communication that nourishes 
the new life in Christ) and 
more closely model our behav-
ior on his through fasting which 
strives for justice and almsgiv-
ing that realizes the love of 

Christ in our world. 
At our baptism, we were anointed as 

priests, prophets, and royalty in Jesus: 
Priest, Prophet, and King. We live our 
baptismal priesthood through offering 
our prayers and sacrifices in union with 
Jesus in the Holy Spirit. We live our 
prophetic role when we speak the truth 
in love, as Jesus did. We live our  
royalty when we follow the example  
of Jesus who came to bring us life 
through service to all God’s children, 
even to the point of laying down his life 
for us on the Cross. 

At our baptism, we were also incor-
porated into the Church, which is the 
Body of Christ. Our unity in Christ 
brings men and women of every nation 
and culture together in the worship of 
God the Father in Christ through the 

Holy Spirit. We are called to carry each 
other as we strive toward the fullness 
of God’s kingdom in Heaven. We each 
have our own personal gifts, perspec-
tives, and histories that are to be used 
in service to enrich all. All spiritual gifts 
and experiences are given so that we 
build the unity of Christ’s body.  

For many of us, our baptism seems 
like a ritual that my parents asked of 
the Church when we were babies with 
very little relevance to our day-to- 
day life. But seen the eyes of faith, 
Baptism is the most defining event of 
our life (and our afterlife!). Because of 
our baptism we now live, and move, 
and have our being in Jesus Christ. 
(Acts of the Apostles 17:28) We have 
the pledge of eternal life in Christ. We 
are empowered by Grace to love God 
and neighbor in ways that are impossi-
ble without this gift. We are forgiven 
our sins and set free from the effects 
of sin. We have been given entrance 
into a family whose unity is in the love 
of the Holy Spirit. Have we thanked 
God for the graces of Baptism? Do we 
call upon them daily? 

This Lent, let us pray for our Elect 
preparing for baptism at the Easter 
Vigil while at the same time laying 
ahold of the precious gift of our bap-
tism with gratitude. May the Light of 
Christ, shared with us at Baptism, radi-
ate in our lives, inspiring more and 
more people to live in the light of 
Christ, who is the Light of the World. 

                                   John 

FOOD PANTRY 

Our next collection for  
Food Pantry will be next weekend March 29/30  

 

Please be sure to pick up a blue bag from the gathering space 
and bring it back the following weekend with your donations. 
Thank you for your consideration of those who are not as  

fortunate as we are. 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of  
water and Spirit. What is born of flesh is flesh and what is born of spirit is spirit.  
Do not be amazed that I told you, ‘You must be born from above.’” —John 3:5-7 

Easter Flowers 
The Christian Service Commission is 
inviting you to submit names of  
parishioners who are homebound or 
have recently lost a loved one. Prior 
to Easter, we will be delivering a 
flowering plant to those people to 
share in the joy of New Life that 
comes through Easter. 

Please contact the parish office  
if you know of anyone. 

We can also use help delivering 
flowers, please call Val in the  

office if you can help. 

We are  
empowered by 
Grace to love 

God and 
neighbor! 
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   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, March 24 
 2 Kings 5:1-15ab 
 Lk 4:24-30 

 
————————— 

  

 TUES, March 25 
Is 7:10-14, 8:10 
 Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, March 26 
 Dt 4:1, 5-9 
 Mt 5:17-19 

 6:30p  Word & Communion 
     Followed by Exposition,  
     no Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, March 27 
 Jer 7:23-28 
 Lk 11:14-23 

 8:00a  Word & Communion 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, March 28 
 Hos 14:2-10 
 Mk 12:28-34 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary 
 3:30p  Stations of the Cross 

  

 SAT, March 29 
Hos 6:1-6 
 Lk 18:9-14 

 4:30p  Mass 
Mike Erdman 

  

 SUN, March 30 
 1 Sam 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
 Eph 5:8-14 
 Jn 9:1-41 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, March 23 
3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A., C.L.O.W. 
CFF, Last YM class 

The Seven Last Words of  
Christ Concert / 3pm 

Monday, March 24 
 10:00 am Stitch and Chat  

Tuesday, March 25 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 3:30 pm Millions of Monicas 

Wednesday, March 26  
 6:30 pm Word and Communion 
   followed by Exposition, 
  no Reconciliation 
 6:30 pm CFF 

Thursday, March 27 
 8:00 am Word and Communion 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, March 28 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, March 29  
 4:30 pm 

Sunday, March 30 
4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A. 
No C.L.O.W., No CFF 

 
 

V is for Vocation: Fr. Daniel Fox 

O God, in the past you called men and women to dedicate 
their lives to you through priesthood and religious life.  

Today stir up the grace of a religious vocation in the hearts  
of many within our parish community. Grant them the  

willingness and generosity to place their lives completely  
in your hands as priests, brothers and sisters. Help me to  
support them by my own fidelity to your call to holiness 

through prayer & Christian service. If you desire that one  
of my family or friends follow you in this way, grant me the 
wisdom and insight to support and encourage that person  
to listen to your voice and follow you without delay. Amen. 

Stations of the Cross 

 

March 28:    Mary's Way of the Cross 
April 4:        Visual Way of the Cross 
April 11:    Scriptural Way of the Cross according to Pope St. John Paul II 
 

please join us as we follow Jesus’ Way of the Cross through the eyes of 
his mother, Mary.  These stations tap into our experiences as children and parents 
and engage our imaginations as we place ourselves with Mary within the scenes of 
Jesus’ journey. 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister,  
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.  --John 19: 25 

FOOD TRUCK OUTREACH 
Wednesday, July 16th 

In cooperation with the Midland County 
Emergency Food Pantry Network, the 
Food Truck has been scheduled for July 
16th.  It will take many hands to unload 
the many pallets of food, load grocery 
carts at the various food stations, and 

unload the grocery carts into the cars of those in need—please sign-up in 
the gathering space. 

We are currently taking donations to pay for the food truck as a  
form of Lenten almsgiving in the gathering space. 

https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

Mar. 23 CFF and CLOW 
 26 Wednesday CFF 
 30 No CFF & No CLOW—  

   (Spring Break) 
Apr.  2, 16 No Wednesday CFF 
 6, 13, 27 CFF and CLOW 
 9, 23, 30 Wednesday CFF 
 12 Reconciliation Retreat (10:00-5:30) 
 20 No CFF & No CLOW—(Easter Sunday) 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation or 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  

Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Both Middle School and High School YM meets at Blessed Sacrament 
on Sunday evenings from 6-8 pm!  ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 

 

Mar. 23  YM Final Session  
Apr. 26-27  Y2Y Retreat (HS) 
June 1  Graduation Mass 

 
  16-21  YES (Youth Encounter Service) HS 
  23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS—Save the Date)

 
  

A weekend retreat designed by teens, for 
teens! Step away from the stress of school and 
home, and discover a space where you can 
truly be yourself. Bring a friend or come ready 
to make new ones—it’s going to be a weekend 
you’ll never forget! Let the 
journey begin at the Youth 
2 Youth Retreat—we can’t 
wait to see you there!  

Scan the QR code to  
register online! Questions…. 

contact Kathy Russell 
 

NOVEMBER 20-22, 2025 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

   What is NCYC?  NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) is a powerfully unique  
three-day experience of prayer, community, evangelization, catechesis, service, and  
empowerment for Catholic teenagers, of high school age. It is the premier Catholic youth 
event on a national scale that gathers people from all across America for a life-changing 
encounter with Christ. 
   The 2025 theme, I Am | Yo Soy, will reflect on the time God appeared to Moses through 
the burning bush and explore how the Sacraments are the living story of God’s love, 
uniting us with Him through Jesus and the Church. Through the Sacraments, we encoun-
ter the fullness of salvation and the tangible presence of Immanuel—God with us. 

Cost: $350 for registered families  
($150 with registration by April 13th, balance of $200 due Sept. 30th) 

See the weekly Flocknote for registration or forms can be found in the gathering space.  
For questions, contact Kathy Russell @ kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

Calling all high school students…. 

 Youth 2 Youth Retreat 

April 26-27, Camp Rotary   
Cost: $70 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

“ … he said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have 
come in search of fruit on this fig tree, 

 but have found none.’” – Luke 13:7 
 

What are you doing with the “fruit” that God has planted in you? Do 
you let it bloom and nourish others or do you let it lie dormant? We 
are called to share our fruits – our gifts – with others and to do so gen-
erously. 

Communal  
Reconciliation 
2pm at Blessed 

Sacrament 

LENTEN BLACK 
BOOKS  

You can receive the  
daily reflections through 
email by signing up on 

Flocknote. Go to https://
midlandabvm.flocknote. 

com/BlackBook to sign-up 
or click the button in the 

weekly Flocknote.   
 

PILGRIMAGE TO GREECE  
Fr. Marcel Portelli invites you to join him on a 
prayerful 11-day pilgrimage to Greece in the  
footsteps of St. Paul. We'll visit Philippi where 
Paul the Apostle delivered his first sermon and 
established the first church in Europe, Mars Hill  
in Athens where he spoke to the philosophers, 
Corinth and the site of St. Paul’s trial. We'll visit 
the House of the Virgin Mary in Ephesus in Turkey 
where she lived until her Assumption. On our  
3-day cruise we'll discover the captivating Greek 
islands of Mykonos, Crete, Santorini, and even 
pray in the grotto on Patmos Island where St. 
John wrote the Book of Revelation.  

Full info https://bit.ly/4bkUKAu  
or (989) 426-7154. 

https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://bit.ly/4bkUKAu


 

Holy Hours for Vocations with Bishop Gruss 
All are welcome!  

 

Bishop Gruss has designated Pilgrimage Churches throughout the Diocese of Saginaw for the Jubilee 
Year of Hope which may be visited by many who wish to make a confession and attend Mass to re-
ceive the Plenary Indulgence. The location of these churches are where he will offer a Holy Hour for 
Vocations each month and may be found below. The Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Hope began in the 
Diocese of Saginaw on December 29, 2024 on the Feast of the Holy Family and ends December 28, 
2025 on the Feast of the Holy Family. 
 

The faithful are encouraged to join Bishop Gruss when he visits their parish and/or make a pilgrimage to other parishes.  
All Holy Hours are from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 25, 2025—Corpus Christi Parish, Holy Trinity Church, Bay City  

Wednesday, April 9, 2025—Our Lady of Hope Parish, St. Cecilia Church, Clare  

Thursday, April 24, 2025  
Assumption of the BVM Parish, Midland  

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Holy Thursday, April 17th 

5:30pm Parish Potluck 
7:00pm Mass 

8:00-10:00pm Adoration 
10:00pm Night Prayer 

Good Friday, April 18th 
1:00pm Liturgy 

8:00pm Ecumenical Tenebrae Service 
Holy Saturday, April 19th 

8:30am Morning Prayer (with blessing of food) 
9:00pm Vigil  

Easter Sunday, April 20th  
9:30am Mass  

Summer Opportunity for 
High School Students... 

   Notre Dame Vision is a 5-day experience on the 
Notre Dame campus designed to help participants 
discover and renew God’s call in their lives. 
   Connect with hundreds of other high school stu-
dents as you learn from the witness of the saints and 
develop practices to live your faith. Immerse yourself 
in the Notre Dame campus and sharpen your spiritu-
al vision to recognize God’s grace at work in your life. 

For more information, contact Kathy Russell 

Catholic Relief Services Collection  
    This collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support to struggling communities and to work toward 
peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can support the collection.  

    If you would like to give, there is an envelope in your packet next weekend or you can give online.   
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Christ's Mission Appeal 2024-25 
We are getting closer to our goal. Please give careful con-
sideration about how you will respond. Fill out the pledge 
card and return it to the Diocese of Saginaw or put it  
in the collection basket. Remember, 
checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Saginaw, not our parish.  

You can also give online on the  
Diocese website at www.saginaw. 

org/appeal, through the weekly  
Flocknote or scan the QR Code.  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
March 15/16, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $2,426 
$2,304 

Donations ........................ $5,000 
      Weekend Total .......... $9,730 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ............ $499 

March 1-16, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $12,803 
Online Giving $8,103 
Donations ........................ $7,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $28,156 
      Goal ......................... $27,693 
Overage/(Shortfall) ............ $463 

 

Looking for a Treasure? 
Come to Our Lady of Grace 

Annual Rummage/Bake Sale 
 

Thurs, April 3….9:30am – 5pm 
Fri, April 4….9:30am – 5pm 

Sat, April 5….8:30am – 12:30pm 
No early sales... 

Our Lady of Grace Parish Hall, Sanford 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.saginaw.org&c=E,1,FXzWigyrGofo0yQETKJk6VK7_348PY0qY29aPuI69YiQbMuy8a_A8-KaFdVsCLd69QQMeWnwR6thoMHOXslhDRmoTu9qIjiWql67v2Q2eluLCmM,&typo=1&ancr_add=1



