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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 8:00am — 3:30pm, 
Mon thru Thurs if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.  

March 30, 2025 

“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my 
eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 

So I went there and washed and was able to see.” 

FOURTH Sunday of Lent 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   As we continue 
the Jubilee Year 
of Hope, this 

weekend we celebrated the Jubilee of 
the Missionaries of Mercy. The Bible 
called for a Year of Jubilee to be cele-
brated every 50

th
 year. In a Jubilee 

Year, a person was called to return 
home to their inherited land, the land 
was not to be cultivated (giving  
the land a sabbath rest), debts were 
forgiven, and slaves and prisoners 
freed. Unfortunately, we do not have 
evidence that Jubilee was actually 
practiced by the Jewish people. It’s 
demands were probably deemed too 
radical and difficult economically,  
requiring too great of a “leap of faith.” 

The coming of Jesus, his life and 
teachings, proclaimed the fulfillment of 
the meaning of Jubilee called for in the 
books of Leviticus and Isaiah. Jesus 
did work signs and miracles that freed 
the oppressed and healed those under 
the burdens of illness and disability. 
However, his true mission was to heal 
and free us, not from earthy infirmity or 
bondage, but from the tyranny of sin 
and death, offering us eternal life in 
union with himself. This is the deepest 
freedom, the ultimate fulfillment of  
Jubilee. (Galatians 5:1) 

The first step toward the freedom of 
Jesus’ Jubilee is to admit and repent of 
our sinful choices. Each one of us has 
wounded others through our sin, and 
we have been wounded by the sins of 

 

The Good News (Gospel) is that 
sin and death does not have the last 
word. Through his obedience, love, 
and compassion, Jesus’ Cross and 
Resurrection heals our pride and self-
ishness. The Mercy of Jesus brings 
good out of evil. As St. Paul wrote, 
“Where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more.” (Romans 5:20) Pope 
Francis inaugurated Missionaries of 
Mercy to offer Christ’s forgiveness and 
mercy widely to all because the name 
of God is Mercy. 

The normal way that we receive 
God’s forgiveness and mercy in our 
lives is through the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation. On the night of his res-
urrection, Jesus appeared to his apos-
tles, then “he breathed on them and 
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.” (John 20:22-
23) Jesus shared with his first priests 
his power to forgive sins in his name 
through the Holy Spirit. Confession  
of sins has always been a Christian 
practice. “To receive his mercy, we 
must admit our faults.” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 1847). Jubilee 
freedom from the bondage of sin can 
be found through humbly confessing 
our sins and receiving God’s healing 
forgiveness. It is sad that so few Cath-
olics avail themselves of this great 
sacrament of healing and peace. Per-
haps this because, like accepting the 
economic consequences of the biblical 
Jubilee, honestly confessing our sins 
requires a trusting “leap of faith” from 
us. I would like to encourage each of 
us to courageously take advantage of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation this 

Lent in preparation for the celebration 
of the Easter mysteries. 

Another way that we can receive 
God’s mercy during this Jubilee year is 
through an Indulgence. “An indulgence 
is obtained through the Church who, 
by virtue of the power of binding and 
loosing granted by Christ Jesus . . . 
opens up for us the treasury of the 
merits of Christ.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 1478) Popes and 
bishops can attach an indulgence 
(remission of some or all punishment 
due to sin) for performing certain  
actions performed in faith. Pope  
Francis and Bishop Gruss have 
strongly encouraged us to avail our-
selves of indulgences during the  
Jubilee Year. For example, we are 
looking forward to hosting Bishop 
Gruss here at Assumption on 
Thursday, April 24, 7:00 p.m. for a 
Holy Hour for Vocations. The bishop 
has attached a full or plenary indul-
gence to those who attend the Holy 
Hour, if they also receive the Sacra-
ments of Reconciliation and Holy  
Communion a week or so before or 
after the Holy Hour, pray for the inten-
tions of Pope Francis, and sincerely 
repent of all sins, mortal and venial.  

My prayer is that all of us fully  
receive the Grace of freedom from sin 
and of freedom to love God and neigh-
bor more fully offered to us during this 
Jubilee year. 

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

Easter Flowers 
The Christian Service Commission is 
inviting you to submit names of  
parishioners who are homebound or 
have recently lost a loved one. Prior 
to Easter, we will be delivering a 
flowering plant to those people to 
share in the joy of New Life that 
comes through Easter. 

Please contact the parish office  
if you know of anyone. 

We can also use help delivering 
flowers, please call Val in the  

office if you can help. 

“If you, Lord, keep account of sins, 
Lord, who can stand? But with you is 
forgiveness and so you are revered.’” 

—Psalm 130:3-4 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, March 31 
 Is 65:17-21 
 Jn 4:43-54 

 
————————— 

  

 TUES, April 1 
Ez 47:1-9, 12 
 Jn 5:1-16 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, April 2 
 Is 49:8-15 
 Jn 5:17-30 

 6:30p  Mass 
     Followed by Exposition 
     and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, April 3 
 Ex 32:7-14 
 Jn 5:31-47 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, April 4 
 Wis 2:1a, 12-22 
 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

 8:00a  Mass—Maria Nguyen 
 8:30a  Rosary 
 3:30p  Stations of the Cross 

  

 SAT, April 5 
Jer 11:18-20 
 Jn 7:40-53 

 4:30p  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, April 6 
 Ez 37:12-14 
 Rom 8:8-11 
 Jn 11:1-45  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, March 30 
4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A. 
No C.L.O.W., No CFF 

 
Tuesday, April 1 
 7:30 am Open Door in Kitchen 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 3:30 pm Millions of Monicas 
 6:30 pm Pastoral Council Meeting 

Wednesday, April 2  
 10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 
CFF does not meet 
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 

Thursday, April 3 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, April 4 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, April 5  
 4:30 pm 

Sunday, April 6 
5TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
C.L.O.W., CFF

 
 

This weekend is  
our monthly  

March 29/30 

Stations of the Cross 

 

April 4:        Visual Way of the Cross 
April 11:    Scriptural Way of the Cross according to Pope St. John Paul II 
 

 Visual Way of the Cross 
This week we will offer brief meditations on the Way of the Cross using artistic represen-
tations of the hands of Jesus and the people he encountered during his Passion. Our 
hands express our love and also express our indifference or hate. Hands create beautiful 
art and also strike in violence. Through considering these images of the Passion, we lift 
our hearts in prayer seeking compassion and transformation. 

FOOD TRUCK OUTREACH 
Wednesday, July 16th 

In cooperation with the Midland County 
Emergency Food Pantry Network, the Food 
Truck has been scheduled for July 16th.  It will 
take many hands to unload the many pallets of 
food, load grocery carts at the various food 
stations, and unload the grocery carts into the 
cars of those in need—please sign-up in the 
gathering space. 

We are currently 
taking donations 

to pay for the 
food truck as a  
form of Lenten 

almsgiving in the 
gathering space. 

https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

Mar. 30 No CFF & No CLOW—  
   (Spring Break) 

Apr.  2, 16 No Wednesday CFF 
 6, 13, 27 CFF and CLOW 
 9, 23, 30 Wednesday CFF 
 12 Reconciliation Retreat (10:00-5:30) 
 20 No CFF & No CLOW—(Easter Sunday) 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation or 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  

Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Both Middle School and High School YM meets at Blessed Sacrament 
on Sunday evenings from 6-8 pm!  ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 

 

Apr.  
 26-27  Y2Y Retreat (HS) 
June 1  Graduation Mass 

 
  16-21  YES (Youth Encounter Service) HS 
  23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS—Save the Date)

 

NOVEMBER 20-22, 2025 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

What is NCYC?  NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) is a pow-
erfully unique three-day experience of prayer, community, evangeliza-
tion, catechesis, service, and empowerment for Catholic teenagers, of 
high school age. It is the premier Catholic youth event on a national 
scale that gathers people from all across America for a life-changing 
encounter with Christ. 

The 2025 theme, I Am | Yo Soy, will reflect on the time God appeared 
to Moses through the burning bush and explore how the Sacraments 
are the living story of God’s love, uniting us with Him through Jesus  

and the Church. Through the Sacra-
ments, we encounter the fullness of 
salvation and the tangible presence 
of Immanuel—God with us. 

Cost: $350 for registered families  
($150 with registration by April 13, 

balance of $200 due Sept. 30) 

See the weekly Flocknote for  
registration or forms can be  

found in the gathering space.   

For questions, contact Kathy Russell 
@ kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

Do you have a 5th grader? Is 
he/she looking forward to mid-
dle school? Are there things that 
he/she is nervous about? Do 
they have questions about what 
middle school is like? Then regis-
ter him/her for our Welcome to 
Middle School event on April 13 at Assumption!  

All 5th graders are invited to this special event 
designed to give them a taste of what middle 
school and Middle School Youth Ministry is like! 
We'll play games, eat pizza, decorate pillow  
cases, and have time for students to ask current 
middle schoolers all about middle school and 
Middle School Youth Ministry! At YM, students 
can be themselves, and this event is designed to 
encourage students to do just that! Middle 
Schoolers—volunteers needed to help!!  

Scan the QR code to register for the event  
or to volunteer to help!    

https://form.jotform.com/250784732687167 
Questions?? Contact Kathy Russell 

5TH GRADE EVENT 
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Holy Hours for Vocations  
with Bishop Gruss 

All are welcome!  
Bishop Gruss has designated Pilgrimage Church-
es throughout the Diocese of Saginaw for the  
Jubilee Year of Hope which may be visited by 
many who wish to make a confession and attend 
Mass to receive the Plenary Indulgence. The  
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Hope began in the 

Diocese of Saginaw on Dec 29, 2024 on the Feast of the Holy Family and 
ends Dec 28, 2025 on the Feast of the Holy Family. The faithful are  
encouraged to join Bishop Gruss when he visits our parish.  

All Holy Hours are from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Thursday, April 24, 2025  
Assumption of the BVM Parish, Midland  

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Holy Thursday, April 17 
5:30pm Parish Potluck 

7:00pm Mass 
8:00-10:30pm Adoration 

10:30pm Night Prayer 
Good Friday, April 18 

1:00pm Liturgy 

Holy Saturday, April 19 
8:30am Morning Prayer  
(with blessing of food) 

9:00pm Vigil  
Easter Sunday, April 20 

9:30am Mass  

Our New Website is LIVE! 
   The wait is finally over, and we're thrilled to unveil our new 
website! The address is still the same, but you'll notice some 
exciting differences….A fresh look with lots of new photos and 
easy-to-navigate menu. 
   The website is still a work in progress, so if you have feed-
back or need help locating something that has migrated to a 
different page, please email Anna! 

Happy 
86th Birthday 

Bernie LeBeau 
Friday, March 28th 

Catholic Relief Services  
   This collection helps six Catholic 
agencies to provide relief and sup-
port to struggling communities and 
to work toward peace and recon-

ciliation among our marginalized brothers and sisters 
here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider 
how you can support the collection. See this weekend’s 
insert for more details. If you would like to give, there is 
an envelope in your packet or you can give online.  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

“ … No longer was there manna for the Israelites, 
who that year ate of the yield of the land  

of Canaan.” – Joshua 5:12 
 

God provided manna when the Israelites were in the desert. It 
was what they needed at the time. When the Israelites 
reached the Promised Land, the manna ceased. They no longer 
needed it. God’s gifts to us also change over time. Think about 
how His gifts have differed through the years and how you can 
best share your current gifts with others. 

http://assumptionmary.org/
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Christ's Mission Appeal 2024-25 
We are getting closer to our goal. Please give careful con-
sideration about how you will respond. Fill out the pledge 
card and return it to the Diocese of Saginaw or put it  
in the collection basket. Remember, 
checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Saginaw, not our parish.  

You can also give online on the  
Diocese website at www.saginaw. 

org/appeal, through the weekly  
Flocknote or scan the QR Code.  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
March 22/23, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,057 
$1,520 

Donations ............................... $0 
      Weekend Total .......... $4,577 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($4,654) 

March 1-23, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $15,860 
Online Giving $9,623 
Donations ........................ $7,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $32,733 
      Goal ......................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($4,191) 

 

Looking for a Treasure? 
Come to Our Lady of Grace 

Annual Rummage/Bake Sale 
 

Thurs, April 3….9:30am – 5pm 
Fri, April 4….9:30am – 5pm 

Sat, April 5….8:30am – 12:30pm 
No early sales... 

Our Lady of Grace Parish Hall, Sanford 

I am the light of the world,  
says the Lord; whoever follows me  

will have the light of life.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.saginaw.org&c=E,1,FXzWigyrGofo0yQETKJk6VK7_348PY0qY29aPuI69YiQbMuy8a_A8-KaFdVsCLd69QQMeWnwR6thoMHOXslhDRmoTu9qIjiWql67v2Q2eluLCmM,&typo=1&ancr_add=1



