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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to sur-
geries, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please 
contact the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a 
family member is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 8:00am — 3:30pm, 
Mon thru Thurs if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.  

“This is the time of fulfillment. 
The kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

“This is the time of fulfillment. 
The kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Sharon Worthington,  
 Email: sharon@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   Even during our Lenten 
observance, we continue 

celebrating the Jubilee Year of Hope. 
Today we commemorate the Jubilee  
of Volunteers. Where would our 
church and our human society be with-
out the dedication and selflessness of 
volunteers? Increasingly, it seems that 
social relationships have become tilted 
toward being transactional: “What’s in 
it for me?” The spirit of volunteerism 
opens our hearts beyond mere self-
interest to see the needs of others and 
to consider how our gifts and talents 
can bring good to them, even if it 
brings a cost to ourselves. We are also 
moving toward a society of “us vs. 
them,” clearly demarking limits of who 
does and doesn’t fall within our circle 
of care: “We take care of our own!” But 
who is our own? Jesus shared his 
thoughts on this when he told the para-
ble of the Good Samaritan in answer 
to the question, “who is my neigh-
bor?” (Luke 10:29-37) In God’s eyes, 
all people are our neighbors whom we 
are called to love and serve in God’s 
name. Although we don’t volunteer  
for this reason, any volunteer will tell 
you that they receive much more than 
they give. 

Volunteers make our parish commu-
nity, our society, and our world a better 
place. This parish is especially bless-
ed with many, many volunteers that  
enrich our worship and liturgy, our 
evangelization and catechesis of youth 
and adults, our charitable outreach, 
our care for the sick and homebound, 
and many other life-giving ministries. 
However you share your gifts of 
time and talent with Assumption 
parish, THANK YOU! Your service  
is deeply appreciated! So many of you 
also serve in countless ways in our 
local Midland community. Our parish-
ioners are key volunteers feeding the 
hungry at Open Door and at local  

family centers, mentoring and coach-
ing families and young people, serving 
the senior population, caring for and 
advocating for vulnerable people. Fi-
nally, our world is more compassionate 
and humane through volunteers who 
leave their homes and loved ones, at 
least for a period of time, 
to dedicate themselves to 
the difficult mission of hu-
man development in are-
as threatened by violence 
and economic instability. 

To be truly life-giving, 
volunteerism must come 
from the inside out. Some-
times, volunteers can become dis-
heartened, judgmental, and/or over-
whelmed if they do not tend to the  
spiritual gardens of their hearts. Our 
good works become fruitful when the 
love of God flows through us in service 
for the good of our neighbor. We can 
then have proper perspective and de-
tachment from our volunteer work,  
realizing that each person is in God’s 
hands and on God’s timetable and 
therefore the fruitfulness of our gener-
osity is not solely dependent on our 
efforts. If we let our volunteerism be-
come mere activism, we will eventually 
burn out, which can lead to bitterness 
and judgmentalism. Keeping our vol-
unteerism rooted in our prayerful com-
munion with Jesus can help us avoid 
this pitfall (Luke 10:38-42).  

 

I can think of a couple of 
saintly Americans who inspire 
me in my volunteer work. One 
is Blessed Michael McGivney. 
He was a priest in Connecticut 
in the late 19

th
 century. He saw 

the needs of many orphans and wid-
ows, so he started the fraternal service 
order Knights of Columbus to address 
those needs. There are now 2.1 million 
Knights of Columbus around the world, 
doing charitable work for the good of 
the church and for the good of the 
overall society, especially looking out 
for the vulnerable. Both Assumption 
Parish and the Midland community are 
extremely blessed by our Knights of 
Columbus council! Also, Servant of 

God Dorothy Day was an 
inspiring volunteer figure. 
She lived in the early and 
mid-20th century. After her 
young adult years of disillu-
sioning social activism, she 
was baptized into the Cath-
olic Church. Her fiery spirit 
of concern for those left  

behind by society continued through 
her co-founding of the Catholic Worker 
movement, providing houses of hospi-
tality, solidarity, and charity where  
anyone could stay and be welcomed 
as Christ suffering among us.  

In our own day and time, I see  
the spiritual heritage of Fr. Michael 
McGivney and Dorothy Day in the vol-
unteer work of the Guatemala Stove 
Team and Global Compassion, Inc., 
which brings people together in our 
own Midland community to care for 
those who are suffering the effects of 
violence, climate, and poverty. 

On this Jubilee Day of Volunteers, I 
am reminded of a truth that I have 
seen over and over again throughout 
my ministerial career. The surest path 
toward happiness is to be grateful for 
and generous with the gifts that God 
has blessed you with. I give thanks  
for the great spirit of volunteerism here 

at Assumption Parish, and  
I pray that we continue to 
expand the light of Christ’s 
compassion in Midland for 
many years to come. 

                       John 
 
 

From our Director of Parish Life 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

“… I have now brought you the first fruits  
of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, 

have given me.” – Deuteronomy 26:10 
 

Giving of the “first fruits” can be difficult, espe-
cially in a society where material possessions and wealth 
are held in such esteem. But all that we have are gifts from 
God, and we are called to give back to Him in abundance. 
We are to give our “first” and “best” not our “leftovers.” 

LENTEN BLACK 
BOOKS  

You can receive the  
daily reflections through 
email by signing up on 

Flocknote. Go to https://
midlandabvm.flocknote.com/

BlackBook to sign-up or click the 
button in the weekly Flocknote 

that is sent out.   

Coffee, Donuts  
and  

 Fellowship  

will be served  
after Mass  

Sunday, 
March 9.  

Please plan 
to join in! 

“Jesus said, ‘The Son of Man come 
not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for 

many.’”—Mark 10:45 

https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
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   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, March 10 
 Lev 19:1-2, 11-18 
 Mt 25:31-46 

 
————————— 

  

 TUES, March 11 
Is 55:10-11 
 Mt 6:7-15 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, March 12 
 Jonah 3:1-10 
 Lk 11:29-32 

 6:30p  Mass 
     Followed by Exposition 
     and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, March 13 
 Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25 
 Mt 7:7-12 

 8:00a  Mass—Regina Graveline 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, March 14 
 Ez 18:21-28 
 Mt 5:20-26 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary 
 3:30p  Stations of the Cross 

  

 SAT, March 15 
Dt 26:16-19 
 Mt 5:43-48 

 4:30p  Mass 
Jean Erdman 

  

 SUN, March 16 
 Gen 15:5-12, 17-18 
 Phil 3:17-4:1  
 Lk 9:28b-36 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30a  Mass  

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, March 9 
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A., C.L.O.W. 
CFF, YM 
COFFEE AND DONUT SUNDAY 

Monday, March 10 
 9:45 am Stitch and Prayer  

Tuesday, March 11 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 3:30 pm Millions of Monicas 
 5:30 pm Christian Service Meeting 
 6:30 pm Young Life Meeting 

Wednesday, March 12  
 6:00 pm Choir Practice 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 
 6:30 pm CFF 

Thursday, March 13 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, March 14 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, March 15 
 10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 4:30 pm 

Sunday, March 16 
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass  
O.C.I.A., C.L.O.W. 
CFF, YM 
 

 

V is for Vocation:  
Parish Volunteers 

We give thanks for our parish volunteers 
who contribute in any number of ways in-
cluding those serving on commissions and 
committees and serving as lectors, cantors, 
ushers, and sacristans. With the Jubilee for 

Volunteering celebrated this weekend, we pray for all our 
volunteers.  

Learn more how you can volunteer at the parish:  
https://www.assumptionmary.org/community  

 

Loving God, to be your prophet is my desire, but too often  
I am more concerned about the bottom line. I want to bring 

your message to the world as so many before me have done. 
My heart leads me to you, but I'm not always sure how  
to respond. Let me know what it is you are calling me to  

do and the life you are asking me to live. Give me the 
strength to share with others who are in need of the bless-

ings with which 
you have en-

riched my life.  
Thank you, 

God, for hear-
ing my prayer. 

Amen. 

Knights of Columbus 
Join your fellow parishioners in the Knights of Columbus  

and keep our parish strong! 

K of C Exemplification Ceremony 
Wednesday, March 19 at 7:30pm  

in DuRussel Hall 
 

For more info, contact Matt Glaccum  
(989-430-8622/md2141@mikofc.org)  

Fr. Henry P. DuRussel Council 2141 – Over One Hundred Years of Service 

Stations of the Cross 

 

March 14:   The Way of the Cross:  
  Praying the Psalms with Jesus  
March 21:    Reflections on the Seven Last Words of Jesus 
March 28:    Mary's Way of the Cross 
April 4:        Visual Way of the Cross 
April 11:    Scriptural Way of the Cross according to Pope St. John Paul II 

  

A Light for My Path: Praying the Psalms on the Way of the Cross 
My Spirit is faith, my heart despairs, I stretch out my hands to you.   

--Based on Psalm 143: 4, 6a 
During this Lenten season, all are invited to reflect on Jesus’ Way of the Cross by using  
the same prayers Jesus used in his life:  The Book of Psalms.  During the prayer service, we 
will journey through the traditional fourteen Stations of the Cross, through scripture, the 
communal proclaiming of the psalms, and reflection. 

https://www.assumptionmary.org/community
mailto:989-430-8622/md2141@mikofc.org


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

Mar. 9, 16, 23 CFF and CLOW 
 12, 19, 26 Wednesday CFF 
 30 No CFF & No CLOW—     

   Spring Break 
Apr.  2 No Wednesday CFF 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation or 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  

Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Both Middle School and High School YM meets at Blessed Sacrament 
on Sunday evenings from 6-8 pm!  ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 

 

Mar. 9, 16  YM meets            
  15  MS Anchor Retreat 
 23  YM Final Session  
Apr. 26-27  Y2Y Retreat (HS) 
June 1  Graduation Mass 
  16-21  YES (Youth Encounter Service) HS 
  23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS Save the Date)

 
  
 

Scan the QR code 
to register online! A weekend retreat designed by teens, for teens! 

Step away from the stress of school and home, 
and discover a space where you can truly be 
yourself. Bring a friend or come ready to make 
new ones—it’s going to be a weekend you’ll nev-
er forget! Let the journey begin at the Youth 2 
Youth Retreat—we can’t wait to see you there! 

Questions….contact Kathy Russell 

Calling all  
high school students…. 

 Youth 2 Youth  
Retreat 

April 26-27 

Camp Rotary 
Cost: $70 

 You’re invited to participate in  
CRS Rice Bowl! 

?’s contact Maria Coss at 989.797.6646 

PLEASE PICK UP A RICE BOWL IN THE 
GATHERING SPACE AND BRING IT BACK 

STARTING PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS 
   Just a reminder that we have Children’s Wor-
ship Bags available for families with little ones 
that are too young to understand Mass yet. 

I hope your family and littles enjoy the bags!   
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Monday, March 17 
1:30-6pm 

Men’s Conference  
The Saginaw Catholic Men’s  

Conference will take place on  

Saturday April 5th 
at Holy Spirit Catholic Church  

from 8:00AM – 3:00PM   

The conference will feature talks given by Bishop  
Robert Gruss, Bear Woznick (EWTN), and Dr. Marcus 
Peter (Ave Maria Radio). There will be private confes-
sions along with the chance to grow in your faith and 
build lifelong friendships. Purchase early bird tickets for 
$30 by March 25th at www.eventbrite.com. Walk-up 
registration starts at 7:30AM, admission is $35 paid at 
the door. Premier Event Sponsor: Jolt Credit Union.  

For more details at www.thecatholicmen.com or  
email us thecatholicmensaginaw@gmail.com 

SafeTALK  
Suicide Alertness Training prepares anyone, regardless of 
their experience or training, to become suicide alert. In this 
half day training, you will learn how to assist someone who 
may have thoughts of suicide by recognizing signs, engaging 
someone, and connecting them to an intervention resource 
for support.  Join us on:  

Friday, March 21st from  
9 am – 1 pm at Assumption Parish's Holy Grounds  

for this workshop that will help break down the stigma 
around suicide, teach people to recognize when others are 
struggling, and lead them to further help. Seating is limited. 
Continental breakfast and a light lunch will be served.   

Cost: $20 for materials. 
For questions, please contact Kathy Russell @ 

kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

http://www.eventbrite.com/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.thecatholicmen.com%2f&c=E,1,BayT8JObKlrxWKua5g-vHqhzd7o1wZkAIY4ttXaXZSUdm6226gowOLrDdU2KvVWw_MgVAnQBo9yX8Dmb4QiqgFK9p5fF-bc19-fEccj2JLe9pAtRUukOqpt7bYw,&typo=1
mailto:thecatholicmensaginaw@gmail.com
mailto:kathyr@assumptionmidland.org
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New Podcast with  
Father Andy LaFramboise 
Explores the Catechism  
of the Catholic Church 

Starting on Ash Wednesday, Father 
Andy LaFramboise will host a new 
podcast called "Finding and Burying 
Again." This podcast is a thematic 
journey through the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, spanning over 
40 weeks with 160 episodes during 
the Jubilee Year of Hope.  Each 
week, four episodes will be released 
with the goal of deepening our un-
derstanding and love for our Catho-
lic beliefs.  

Episodes will be available on the 
Diocese website at: https://saginaw. 
org/finding-burying-podcast and on 

podcasting platforms. 
Father Andy LaFramboise serves as 
pastor of St. Joseph the Worker  
Parish in Beal City and director of 
priestly vocations.  
 

Jail and Prison Ministry 
Inviting those who are interested in 
visiting Jesus through the inmates at 
the jails and prisons located within 
the Diocese of Saginaw. The depth 
of faith is alive in the incarcerated. 
The seeds sown are in need of  
laborers to nourish the harvest for 
the Lord. Training is provided.  

Please call Beth at 989.797.6655  
if you have questions or are  
interested in volunteering. 

California Wildfire Relief 
   As the recent wildfires have brought devastating, life-
threatening conditions to communities across southern 
California, Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA), the official 
domestic relief agency of the Catholic Church in the 
U.S., has launched a dedicated disaster relief. All funds 
raised will assist those displaced or suffering because of 
the fires. In response to the devastation, the Diocese of 
Saginaw is collaborating with Catholic Charities USA 
(CCUSA).  
   Donations may be made by  
scanning the QR code, by going 
online to Online Giving or by check  
made payable to Assumption with 
‘California Wildfire Relief’ in the 
memo line.  

https://saginaw.org/finding-burying-podcast
https://saginaw.org/finding-burying-podcast
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Are you interested in financially supporting our upcoming spring concert? 
Or are you interested in sponsoring an instrument for our concert series?  

Please reach out to Jim for questions and/or more information. 
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Christ's Mission Appeal 2024-25 
We are getting closer to our goal. Please give careful con-
sideration about how you will respond. Fill out the pledge 
card and return it to the Diocese of Saginaw or put it  
in the collection basket. Remember, 
checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Saginaw, not our parish.  

You can also give online on the  
Diocese website at www.saginaw. 

org/appeal, through the weekly  
Flocknote or scan the QR Code.  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
March 1/2, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $4,591 
$3,762 

Donations ........................ $2,000 
      Weekend Total ........ $10,353 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $1,122 

Month of February 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $13,673 
Online Giving $10,040 
Donations ...................... $17,300 
      Weekend Total ........ $41,013 
      Goal ......................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $4,089 

 

One does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes forth 

from the mouth of God.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.saginaw.org&c=E,1,FXzWigyrGofo0yQETKJk6VK7_348PY0qY29aPuI69YiQbMuy8a_A8-KaFdVsCLd69QQMeWnwR6thoMHOXslhDRmoTu9qIjiWql67v2Q2eluLCmM,&typo=1&ancr_add=1



