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   We now begin our Holy 
Week observance. How-

ever fruitful we may personally feel our 
Lent has been, now is the acceptable 
time to fully enter into the mystery  
of Jesus’ redeeming death and resur-
rection. 

I have been blessed this Lent by con-
templating The Seven Last Words of 
Christ. We quite rightly give huge 
weight to someone’s last words. The 
last thoughts and ideas expressed by 
our loved ones are very precious and 
give us deep insight into the meaning of 
their existence. The final words of Jesus 
recorded in the Bible and set musically 
by Théodore Dubois were given breath 
and life by our music ministry (and 
friends) this Lent, under the direction  
of Jim Renfer. This beautiful concert 
stirred the soul with the wondrous love 
of our Savior who suffered and died for 
us. We meditated on these words on 
March 21 during our Friday Lent devo-
tions. I also read a short book of med-
itations of the Last Words of Christ  
by Stanley Hauerwas entitled Cross-
Shattered Christ. 

I would like to share with you some  
of the fruit of my contemplation of  
The Seven Last Words of Christ, not  
as if I have some especially insightful 
thoughts but as an encouragement to 
you to contemplate these words in your 
own way this Holy Week. 

• “Father, forgive them; they do not 
know what they are doing.” (Luke 
23:34) This prayer from Jesus to his 
Father in an expression of his constant 
prayer at the Father’s right hand. 
(Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25) Since “by 
embracing in his human heart the  
Father’s love for us,” (Catechism of  
the Catholic Church, no. 609) a Father 
whose love is mercy as expressed in  
his parable of the Prodigal Son and  
the Forgiving Father (Luke 15:11-32), all 
forgiveness of sins and reconciliation  
is made possible through the blood of 
Jesus’ Cross. (Colossians 1:20) 

• “I assure you, this day you will be 
with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
One of the criminals crucified with Jesus 
pleaded, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom!” We all 
wish to be remembered. For a great 
majority of us, memory of our lives will 
flicker out with our grandchildren or 
great-grandchildren. Does this make  
our lives meaningless? Absolutely not. 
For those alive in Christ Jesus, life has 
changed not ended. “To be in paradise 

is to be with Jesus, to be pulled into 
God’s life by the love made visible on 
the cross. Our salvation is no more or 
no less than being made part of Christ’s 
body.” (Hauerwas, p. 44) When some-
one dies in Eastern Christianity, it is 
common to pray, “May her (or his) 
memory be eternal.” If we unite our life 
and death with Jesus’, we will receive 
the gift of his eternal life. (Romans 6:8) 

• “Woman, there is your son . . . 
There is your mother.” 

John’s Gospel reports that Mary 
stood, strong and silent, beneath the 
Cross of Jesus. All the men had run 
away except the disciple “whom he 
loved.” Mary’s faith led her to say “Let it 
be” to the angel’s offer to become the 
Mother of the Redeemer. Her faith gave 
birth to Christ in this world. Her faith 
caused her to stand at the foot of the 
heart- and body-rending Cross. She is 
our model of faith, just as Abraham was 
to the Chosen People. (Catechism, no. 
144) Jesus now gives Mary to the disci-
ple whom he loves (isn’t that each of 
us?) as our Mother, our model of faith 
and our caregiver. Deathbed gifts are 
the most precious gifts. 

• “My God, my God, why have  
you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) 
Again, Jesus prays. This time, he prays 
Psalm 22, which improbably corre-
sponds to his suffering of body and spir-
it on the Cross. I have visited nursing 
homes and memory care units many 
times. When all other mental functions 
have receded, it is often only the pray-
ers learned in childhood that remain. 
Have you ever suffered so much that it 
is hard to address God as a loving  
Father? Read the horrors of Psalm 22 
but notice the trust and hope in the Lord 
in the final verses. The Lord has never 
“hidden his face” from the “poor man 
who cried out” to God. (Psalm 22:25) 
God will never abandon us in our tribu-
lations. 

• “I thirst.” (John 19:28) Biblical 
scholar Scott Hahn in his book The 
Fourth Cup makes a compelling argu-
ment that this request and the sour wine 
raised to Jesus’ parched lips constitutes 
the last ritual cup of wine (The Cup of 
Covenant—“I shall take you as my peo-
ple, and I will be your God.”) to be con-
sumed at the Passover Seder. Jesus 
has now established the New Covenant, 
the expanded People of God on the 
Cross. Jesus’ thirst was not only for 
some liquid to quench his bodily desire. 
He thirsts for our love, completely giving 
ourselves to God and neighbor, as the 
response to his total gift of himself in 
love for our sake on the Cross. 

• “It is finished.” (John 19:30) What 

is finished? Jesus’ earthly life? Yes, in 
that he truly died on the Cross. No, in 
that he will be raised, never to die 
again. Jesus’ mission? Yes, in the 
sense that he will not preach or heal  
as he did in his public ministry. No, be-
cause his mission is continued in us, the 
Church. His suffering? Yes, in so far as 
his body is about to wear out. No, be-
cause Christ is still suffering in his Body, 
especially the poor suffering injustice. 
We live in the time of already/not yet. 
The Kingdom of God is among us, but 
God is still brining about the final con-
summation of all creation in justice, har-
mony, and love—in our hearts and in 
our world. We can taste the first fruits  
of this consummation in our Holy Com-
munion with Jesus. (Galatians 2:20) 

• “Father, into your hands I com-
mend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46) Jesus’ 
final words are a prayer to his Father. 
Every night in the Liturgy of the Hours, 
the Church makes this prayer our own, 
and we respond, “You have redeemed 
us, Lord God of truth.” What is Jesus’ 
spirit? More accurately, who is Jesus’ 
Spirit? The Holy Spirit, the Lord and 
Giver of Life. Sin and death will not 
have the last word. “The spirit gives life . 
. . the words I spoke to you are spirit 
and life.” (John 6:63) That Word and 
that Spirit have been poured into us 
through Baptism and Confirmation. 
(Romans 5:5) Jesus’ public ministry in 
the flesh is drawing to a close, but his 
ministry and mission continue through 
us in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I will be praying that each of you  
will have a blessed, transformative,  

and fruitful Holy Week. 

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“Jesus answered them: 
‘The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be  

glorified.’” —John 12:23 

PALM SUNDAY 
“I tell you, Peter,  

before the cock crows this day,  
you will deny three times that you 

know me.” – Luke 22:34 

What do you do or how do you react 
when someone says something nega-
tive about God or the Catholic faith? 
Think about it. Do you stay quiet or 
avoid saying something just to not 
have conflict? Are you afraid that you 
don’t know what to say or that you 
won’t say the right thing or explain 
things correctly? If so, consult with 
others or do other research about 
how to respond and pray for the 
strength to speak up and share the 
faith without hesitation. 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, April 14 
 Is 42:1-7 
 Jn 12:1-11 

 
————————— 

  

 TUES, April 15 
Is 49:1-6 
 Jn 13:21-33, 36-38  

 8:00a  Mass—Dennis Rey 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, April 16 
 Is 50:4-9a 
 Mt 26:14-25 

 6:30p  Mass 
     Followed by Exposition 
     and Reconciliation 7:15-8:15 

!!!  

 THUR, April 17 
 Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 
 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 

HOLY THURSDAY 
 7:00p   
 10:30p 

  

 FRI, April 18 
 Is 52:13-53:12; Heb 4:14-  
 16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1-19:42 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 1:00p  Good Friday Liturgy 
 8:00p  

  

 SAT, April 19 
Gen 1:1-2:2; Gen 22:1-18  
 Ex 14:15-15:1; Is 55:1-11 
 Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28 
 Rom 6:3-11; Lk 24:1-12  

HOLY SATURDAY 
 8:30a  Morning Prayer 
      w/Blessing of Food 
 9:00p  Easter Vigil Liturgy 

People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, April 20 
 Acts 10:34a, 37-43 
 Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 9:30a  Easter Sunday Mass 

Regina Graveline 

  

 

 
 

  

V is for Vocation: Fr. Matthew Federico 

We give thanks for Fr. Matthew Federico 
serving as pastor of Holy Trinity Parish  
in Pinconning. We pray for Fr. Matthew 
as he ministers to the faithful both at 
Holy Trinity and at parishes of Vicariate 4 
of which Fr. Matt is the Regional Vicar. 
Vicariate 4 includes the parishes in Mid-
land County. Learn more about the voca-
tion of priesthood: https://saginaw.org/

god-calling-you-become-priest     

Loving God, the provider of all our needs, we, your faithful 
people, ask that you bless this parish and our Diocese with 
an increase of men and women for priestly and committed 
ministry. Provide from among us those who will lead and 
work with us in priestly and consecrated service. As you  

call, so may you also provide the context for listening so that 
they may respond with generosity and joy. Form our hearts 

so that we may be a people given to Gospel living and  
generous for Christian service. Help us all to discern and  

pursue our vocation in life with strength and courage, mak-
ing of us a priestly people. We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, the priest and servant of our hearts. Amen. 

 

PARISH POTLUCK 

 

All are invited to attend a potluck dinner in the parish hall on:  

Thursday, April 17 at 5:30pm  

 
Then immediately after the potluck, we encourage everyone to stay for  
the 7:00pm Holy Thursday liturgy to celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
This will be a wonderful way to gather as community and to begin our Easter 
Triduum journey together.  

We will have adoration after Mass followed by Night Prayer at 10:30pm. 

Holy Hours for Vocations  
with Bishop Gruss 

All are welcome  
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.!  

Bishop Gruss has designated  
Pilgrimage Churches throughout 
the Diocese of Saginaw for the 
Jubilee Year of Hope which may 
be visited by many who wish to 
make a confession and attend 
Mass to receive the Plenary  
Indulgence. The faithful are en-
couraged to join Bishop Gruss 
when he visits our parish on:  

Thursday, April 24th  

 

FOOD  
TRUCK 

 
 

Wednesday, July 16th 
 

In cooperation with the Midland County 
Food Assistance Network, the Food Truck 
has been scheduled for July 16th.  It will 
take many hands to unload the many 
pallets of food, load grocery carts at the 
various food stations, and unload the 
grocery carts into the cars of those in 
need—please sign-up in the gathering 
space.  
We are also taking donations to pay for 
the food truck in the gathering space. 

- This Week - 
Sunday, April 13 
PALM SUNDAY 
 9:30 am Mass  
C.L.O.W., CFF 

Monday, April 14 
 9:45 am Stitch and Prayer

Tuesday, April 15 
 

 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Wednesday, April 16  
No CFF 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 

Thursday, April 17 
 5:30 pm Parish Potluck 
 7:00 pm Holy Thursday Liturgy 
  (followed by adoration) 
10:30 pm Night Prayer 

Friday, April 18 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
 1:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy  
 8:00 pm 
Saturday, April 19  
 

 9:00 pm Easter Vigil Liturgy

Sunday, April 20 
 

 9:30 am Mass 
 

 

https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest
https://saginaw.org/god-calling-you-become-priest


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

Apr.  13, 27 CFF and CLOW 
 23, 30 Wednesday CFF 
 16 No Wednesday CFF 
 20 No CFF & No CLOW 

   (Easter Sunday) 
May 4 Last CFF, Last CLOW and May Crowning 
 7 Last Wednesday CFF 
 10 First Eucharist Retreat (noon-3pm) 
 18 First Eucharist Mass, 9:30am 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation or 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  

Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School Sunday evening Youth Ministry  
has ended for the year.  Watch for registration for the 25-26 year!  

Also watch your email and the bulletin for YM events! 
 

Apr.   13  5th grade “Welcome to Middle School” Event 
 26-27  Y2Y Retreat (HS) 
June 1  Graduation Mass 
 3  Cedar Point 
 9-12  VBS–MS & HS volunteers needed 
 16-21  YES (Youth Encounter Service) HS 
 23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS—Save the Date)

 

NOVEMBER 20-22, 2025 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

What is NCYC?  NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) is a pow-
erfully unique three-day experience of prayer, community, evangeliza-
tion, catechesis, service, and empowerment for Catholic teenagers, of 
high school age. It is the premier Catholic youth event on a national 
scale that gathers people from all across America for a life-changing 
encounter with Christ. 

The 2025 theme, I Am | Yo Soy, will reflect on the time God appeared 
to Moses through the burning bush and explore how the Sacraments 
are the living story of God’s love, uniting us with Him through Jesus  
and the Church. Through the Sacraments, we encounter the fullness of 
salvation and the tangible presence of Immanuel—God with us. 

Cost: $350 for registered families  
($150 with registration by April 30, balance 

of $200 due Sept. 30) 

See the weekly Flocknote for  
registration or forms can be  

found in the gathering space.   
For questions, contact Kathy Russell @ 

kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

Do you have a 5th grader? Is 
he/she looking forward to mid-
dle school? Are there things that 
he/she is nervous about? Do 
they have questions about what 
middle school is like? Then regis-
ter him/her for our Welcome to 
Middle School event on April 13 at Assumption!  

All 5th graders are invited to this special event 
designed to give them a taste of what middle 
school and Middle School Youth Ministry is like! 
We'll play games, eat pizza, decorate pillow  
cases, and have time for students to ask current 
middle schoolers all about middle school and 
Middle School Youth Ministry! At YM, students 
can be themselves, and this event is designed to 
encourage students to do just that! Middle 
Schoolers—volunteers needed to help!!  

Scan the QR code to register for the event  
or to volunteer to help!    

https://form.jotform.com/250784732687167 
Questions?? Contact Kathy Russell 

5TH GRADE EVENT 

Summer Opportunity for 
High School Students... 

   Notre Dame Vision is a 5-day experience on 
the Notre Dame campus designed to help 
participants discover and renew God’s call in 
their lives. 
   Connect with hundreds of other high school 
students as you learn from the witness of the 
saints and develop practices to live your 
faith. Immerse yourself in the Notre Dame 
campus and sharpen your spiritual vision to 
recognize God’s grace at work in your life. 
For more information, contact Kathy Russell 

at kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
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ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 

The parish rummage sale for charity, is coming up 
soon, just in time for spring cleaning! This is a great 
chance for parishioners to clean out the clutter and 
other possessions you no longer need. 

 

DROP OFF SCHEDULE: 
MAY 15-17 FROM 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

are the available hours for donating items. PLEASE, NO EXCEPTIONS.  
We are unable to accept large pieces of indoor exercise  

equipment (treadmills, stationary bikes, etc.), expired baby items  
like car seats and cribs, non-flat screen monitors or TVs. 

 

SALE DATES ARE MAY 20-22 
MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED AND ALWAYS WELCOME! 

No experience necessary.  
Help is needed from May 15-22, times are flexible. 
Sign-up sheets are at the welcome circle at church or  

contact Laura Atton lauraatton@gmail.com. 

Once again we are sponsoring a 

For Life Clinic 
 

Bring In Your Donations  
May 3/4 and May 10/11 

 

TOP DONATION REQUESTS: 
Infant onesies, receiving blankets 
*Toddler pajamas and clothing for sizes  
  24 mo., 2 T, and 4T 
*Diapers (name brand or store brand) sizes  
  4 through 7 
Diaper bags 
Sippy cups 
Baby wash or shampoo 
Desitin or A&D ointment  
Formula–Regular (yellow can)  
  and Gentlease (purple can) 
New or gently used infant or children’s books 
Rice packs/lotions, breast pads for  
  mother’s comfort 
$10 gas only, gas cards  
Cash donations also accepted 
 

*They have extended their offerings to include 
items for children up to 3 years old and are 

especially in need of these items. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
NEEDED 

The Catholic Community Foun-
dation of Mid-Michigan is 
looking for committee mem-

bers! Since 2006, the Catholic Community 
Foundation has been financially supporting 
the spiritual, educational, and social needs of 
our Catholic community. Serving on a com-
mittee is your chance to use your talents and 
give back to your community. We are seeking 
representation from all five vicariates of the 
Diocese of Saginaw, particularly for our 
Grants and Marketing committees.  

If interested, please contact the Executive  
Director, Kristin Smith at 989.303.9201.  

Monthly  

Praise and Worship  
is Thursday April 24!   

Come lift your voice  
to the Lord in song!  

At Our Lady of Grace Church  
in Sanford at 7:30pm 

mailto:lauraatton@gmail.com
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Christ's Mission Appeal 2024-25 
We are getting closer to our goal. Please give careful con-
sideration about how you will respond. Fill out the pledge 
card and return it to the Diocese of Saginaw or put it  
in the collection basket. Remember, 
checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Saginaw, not our parish.  

You can also give online on the  
Diocese website at www.saginaw. 

org/appeal, through the weekly  
Flocknote or scan the QR Code.  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
April 5/6, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $5,029 
$3,963 

Donations ........................... $300 
      Weekend Total .......... $9,292 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) .............. $61 

Month of March 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $20,004 
Online Giving $11,250 
Donations ........................ $9,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $40,504 
      Goal ......................... $46,155 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($5,651) 

 

Christ became obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. Because of this, God 
greatly exalted him and bestowed on him  

the name which is above every name.  

 

We will be collecting all rice bowls  
beginning this weekend. There will be a 
designated basket for your donations.   

Thank you! 
  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.saginaw.org&c=E,1,FXzWigyrGofo0yQETKJk6VK7_348PY0qY29aPuI69YiQbMuy8a_A8-KaFdVsCLd69QQMeWnwR6thoMHOXslhDRmoTu9qIjiWql67v2Q2eluLCmM,&typo=1&ancr_add=1



