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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

Whoever loves me  
will keep my word, 

and my Father will love 
him, and we will come 
to him and make our 
dwelling with him. 

 

Love 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY of  

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   As we continue the 
Jubilee Year of Hope, 
I would like to bring to 
our attention the re-

cent Jubilee of the Eastern Church-
es that our new Holy Father, Pope Leo 
XIV celebrated in Rome. My original 
Jubilee calendar listed this Jubilee  
day near the end of June, but it was 
subsequently moved to the middle of 
May, so I missed it until I saw the  
news reports. 

The Eastern Churches refer to those 
ancient ritual Churches that, along with 
the Roman Catholic Church, comprise 
the entire Catholic (universal) Church, 
with the Pope, the successor of Peter, 
as our head. The Catholic Church is 
comprised of 24 ritual Churches. The 
largest by far, is our ritual Church, the 
Latin Rite Church—usually called the 
Roman Catholic Church. The other  
23 Churches are together referred to 
as the Eastern Churches. They each 
have their own distinct spirituality,  
traditions, and liturgical practices. St. 
George Church in Bay City is a Byzan-
tine Catholic Church. Their eparchy  
is based in Parma, Ohio, and their  
bishop is The Most Reverend Robert 
Pipta. The Flint area has Byzantine, 
Maronite, Chaldean, and Ukrainian 
Rite Catholic Churches. There are a 
number of Eastern Catholic Churches 
in the Detroit area as well. These 
Churches are one with us, although 
their practice of the Catholic faith might 
look quite different than our Western 
practices. 

I have personally benefitted from my 
exposure to the theology, traditions, 
and practices of Eastern Catholicism. 
Central to Eastern spirituality is the 
concept of theosis. The Catechism of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church, Christ 
our Pascha, defines theosis as “grow-
ing in likeness to God . . . partaking  
in God’s nature [which] constitutes  
human happiness.” (no. 124) Eastern 
prayer and spirituality make extensive 
use of iconography, painted images 
that are the fruit of the prayer of the 
artist. Each color has deep symbolism 
corresponding to the truths of the 
Catholic faith. Icons also tend to be 
somewhat distorted, encouraging the 
viewer to go beyond the surface of  
the image to the spiritual realities that 
it represents. I have learned from  
Dr. Robert Marko, an expert in Eastern 

(specifically Ukrainian) Catholicism 
when he was the head of the theology 
department at Aquinas College in 
Grand Rapids, about the depth of 
Eastern theology and history. This has 
been helpful insight over the last few 
years in light of the ongoing war in 
Ukraine.  

As Pope Leo said to the representa-
tives of the Eastern Churches at the 
recent Jubilee gathering in Rome, 
“your traditions of spirituality, ancient 
yet ever new, are medicinal, in them 
the drama of human misery is com-
bined with wonder at God’s mercy, so 
that our sinfulness does not lead to 
despair, but open us to accept the  
gracious gift of being creatures who 
are healed, divinized, and raised to the 
heights of heaven . . . we must ask, 
then, for the grace to see the certainty 
of Easter in every trial of life and not to 
lose heart, remembering [as St. Issac 
of Nineveh] wrote, ‘the greatest sin  
is not to believe in the power of the 
Resurrection.’” 

 

This Friday afternoon, it will be a 
great blessing for the Saginaw diocese 
when Daniel Christe will be ordained to 
the priesthood by Bishop Gruss at the 
Cathedral in Saginaw. It will also be an 
especially profound day for our family 
since Dan is my cousin (his father and 
my mother were siblings). God has led 
Dan on a long journey to this day, and 
we are overjoyed in his generous  
response to God’s call to serve the 
People of God in our diocese. Our 
priests keep us connected to the  
sacramental presence of Jesus in our 
lives. Bishop Gruss has asked all of us 
to love and support our priests. I love 
the poster that our children made to 
show appreciation for Fr. Rick and  
the irreplaceable service he performs 
here. He is truly a gift to our communi-
ty! Furthermore, Bishop Gruss has 
asked us to pray for more young men 

to respond to the call to priesthood in 
our diocese. I encourage every house-
hold to sign up in the Gathering Space 
to pray for priestly vocations for one 
day in June. Please also remember to 
pray for Dan this week and in the 
months to come that he will truly be a 
visible sign of Jesus’ love to the people 
of the Saginaw Diocese for many 
years to come! 

  

This Monday is Memorial Day. We 
honor those who have given the ulti-
mate sacrifice for the common good of 
our country. The heroism of those who 
serve our nation in military service and 
their willingness to lay down the great-
est gift they have, their very lives,  
inspires all of us. It can be so easy to 
take the blessings of our country for 
granted. Their lives and their deaths 
remind us all of the great cost of our 
freedom. May we honor them by never 
using our freedom selfishly, but to put 
it at the service of love to help bring 
each person to fulfill their potential. 
Those who died in service of our  
country are the best of us, demonstrat-
ing that we will continue to be a great 
country only for as long as we continue 
to put the good of all God’s children 
ahead of our own self-interest. Fr.  
Stephen Blaxton, pastor of St. Brigid 
Parish, will preside at a Memorial Day 
Mass at 8:30 on Monday morning at 
New Calvary Cemetery. It would be 
wonderful to see many Assumption 
parishioners there to start our holiday 
by praying for “those who gave their 
last full measure” to show us what true 
patriotism really is. 

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give to you. Not as the world gives do 
I give it to you. Do not let your hearts 

be troubled or afraid.”  John 14:27 
 

Christ’s love and peace are like noth-
ing else. He gives those gifts to us 
freely. We all have what we need to 
build God’s kingdom on Earth. Pray to 
understand how to use your gifts from 
God for the benefit of others. 

“One does not take this honor on  
his own initiative, but only when 

called by God as Aaron was. Even 
Christ did not glorify himself with  

the office of high priest; he received  
it from the One who said to him,  
‘You are my son; this day I have  
begotten you;’ just as he says in  
another place, “You are a priest  
forever, according to the order of  
Melchizedek.’” – Hebrews 5:4-6  

“[Jesus said:] ‘This is my command-
ment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.’” – John 15:12-13  

“The Church must breathe with her two lungs!” – Pope John Paul II  
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   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, May 26 
 Acts 16:11-15 
 Jn 15:26-16:4a  

 

———————— 

  

 TUES, May 27 
Acts 16:22-34 
 Jn 16:5-11 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, May 28 
 Acts 17:15, 22-18:1 
 Jn 16:12-15  

 6:30p  Mass  
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 7:15-8:15 

!!!  

 THUR, May 29 
 Acts 1:1-11 
 Lk 24:46-53 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  
      

  

 FRI, May 30 
 Acts 18:9-18 
 Jn 16:20-23 

 11:00a  Funeral for  
              Barb Boulton 
 

  

 SAT, May 31 
Zeph 3:14-18a  
 Lk 1:39-56  

 4:30p  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, June 1 
 Acts 1:1-11 
 Eph 1:17-23 
 Lk 24:46-53 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

V is for Vocation: Deacon Daniel Christe 
We give thanks for Daniel Christe of Our 
Lady of Czestochowa Parish in Bay City. 
We pray for Deacon Dan who will be 
ordained a priest at the Cathedral of 
Mary of the Assumption in Saginaw on 
May 30 . We pray for all our seminarians 
including Charles Warner, Carter Filhart, 
and Michael Kuehne as they continue to 
discern and prepare for the priesthood.  

Learn more about the positive signs:  
https://saginaw.org/positive-signs    

 

Loving God, You speak to us and nourish us through the  
life of this Church community. In the name of Jesus,  
we ask you to send your Spirit to us so that men and  

women among us, young and old, will respond to your call  
to service and leadership in the Church. We pray especially, 
in our day, for those who hear your invitation to be a priest, 
sister, or brother. May those who are opening their hearts 
and minds to your call be encouraged and strengthened 

through our enthusiasm in your service. Amen. 

- This Week - 
Sunday, May 25 
 9:30 am Mass 
Migrant Worker Collection 

Monday, May 26 
HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY 
 8:30 am Mass at New Calvary 
Parish Office Closed 

Tuesday, May 27 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Wednesday, May 28  
 6:30 pm Mass  
  followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 

Thursday, May 29 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 7:00 pm Choir  

Friday, May 30 
11:00 am Funeral Mass for 
  Barb Boulton

Saturday, May 31  
 4:30 pm Mass 
Migrant Worker Collection

Sunday, June 1 
 9:30 am Mass 
GRADUATION MASS   
Migrant Worker Collection 

Knights  

of Columbus 

Membership  
Engagement 

June 4th, 7:00 pm 
 

Social with Pizza  
and Refreshments  
will be available 

Meeting starts at 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to those  
who gave to the  

For Life Clinic 

 

We collected many great items and collected $260. 

 

Please join us for Father’s Day breakfast 
prepared and served by Global 

Compassion Inc. to honor all the  
fathers of Assumption Parish.  

We welcome volunteers to help  
us cook, serve and clean up.  

Please call the parish office if you  
can help at 989-631-4447.

https://saginaw.org/positive-signs


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

June  9-12 Vacation Bible School 
  (9am-noon at Blessed Sacrament)  

If you have any questions about  
Children’s Faith Formation or Children’s  

Liturgy of the Word, please contact:  
Wendy Graveline @ cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School Sunday evening Youth Ministry  
has ended for the year.  Watch for registration for the 25-26 year!  

Also watch your email and the bulletin for YM events! 
 

June 1  Graduation Mass 
 9-12  Vacation Bible School— 

       MS & HS volunteers needed 
 23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS—Save the Date) 

Diocese of Saginaw 

Migrant Collection 
   Migrant workers are a big part of all those that do the 
essential work needed to help feed our nation. Some mi-
grant workers have nothing but each other, some clothes, 
and their faith in God, and yet, are filled with gratitude. 
The Diocese of Saginaw’s Migrant Ministry programs are 
not possible without help from people like you. 
   You may drop off food, clothing items, and monetary  
donations beginning May 17/18 and concluding May 31/
June 1. This will take the place of our monthly food  
pantry collection.  (* high demand items) 
 

MOST REQUESTED ITEMS 
White Flour*        Shortening* 

Baking Powder*        Cooking Oil 
Corn        Pinto Beans        Rice        Cereal 

Peanut Butter & Jelly        Salt & Black Pepper 
Toiletries        Cleaning Supplies        Baby Diapers 

All sizes children’s clothing 

Men’s and Women’s clothing suitable for  
field work: long sleeve shirts,  

jeans/workpants, shoes, socks 
 

We will deliver the collected items  
to the Diocese June 2nd. 

 

2025/26 Faith Formation  
and Youth Ministry Programs  

EARLY REGISTRATION 

Online family registration is now open for both 
Children’s Faith Formation and Youth Ministry! 
Next year’s theme will be “Treasured” Chil-
dren’s FF will again be using Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd. Middle School YM will be 
learning about the treasures found within the 
Catholic faith and all things Catholic. High 
School YM will be taking a “Road Trip” finding 
treasures along the way and within themselves.  
Friends are welcome at all Youth Ministry  
levels... ALL are welcome!   

Please scan the QR code to 
register today!  Watch your 

emails for more information. 

Cost for CFF and YM will  
remain the same as last year: 

1 child/$45; 2 children/$90; 3+ children/$120 

If you have questions concerning Children’s 
Faith Formation, contact: Wendy Graveline  

@ CFF@assumptionmidland.org 

Questions about Youth Ministry (6-12th grade) 
or Confirmation (age 12-14), contact: Kathy 
Russell @ Kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
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ABVM Parish Garden 
   When St. Isidore toiled in the fields, 
angels assisted him with his labors. If 
you would be interested in being an an-
gel for the ABVM community garden, 
we meet: 

Tuesdays and Saturdays  
at 9:00 a.m. 

All help on any day (or days)  
is appreciated. 

   If you can pull a 
weed, pick a bean, 

 
for your neighbor, 
please join the ABVM garden group.  

Any questions? Please call Bernie or 
Michele at 989-689-5228. 

 

 FOOD TRUCK  
OUTREACH 

Wednesday, July 16th 
 

We have reached our financial goal  
to sponsor this July’s Food Truck. 

Thank you so much for your  
generous support! 

However, we need 80 volunteers for the 
day. We have 49, need 31 more.  Please 
take time to con-sider signing up to help 
out with this very important ministry to 
those in need of food for their table. 
Families are welcomed!  A great gift 
that you can pass on to your kids is the 
gift of volunteering!   

Questions or to sign-up, please call the 
parish office at 989-631-4447.   

"Truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup 
of water to drink because you bear the 

name of Christ will by no means lose 
their reward." ~ Mark 9:41 

Honoring our Heroes 
A Prayer for Memorial Day 

   Dear God, We thank you for the freedom you have given to us, and 
for the price that was paid by Christ so that we could live free. We  
remember today. The cost of it all. The great sacrifice for freedom. 
   We thank you for the brave men and women who have fought, and 
continue to fight, so courageously for our nation. We ask for your cov-
ering and blessing over them and their families. We pray that you 
would be gracious and encircle them with your peace. We pray for your 
great favor and goodness to be evident in their lives. 
   Please be with all those who wear the uniform, who serve our com-
munities and nation every single day. We ask that you provide your pro-
tection, that you would be their guiding force who leads the way, and 
their rear guard who keeps them safe from behind. We ask that you 
would draw them to yourself amidst the dangers they face in a dark 
world, for you are the Truth, you are the Way, you are the Light.  

(by Debbie McDaniel) 
 



Memorial Day WORD SEARCH 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Why is it still Easter? The lilies have long since faded. The 
roots of our tradition of fifty days of rejoicing from Easter 
to Pentecost lie in the seven-day rhythm of the Jewish 
week, drawn from the six days of creation plus a Sabbath 
day. A favorite name for the Lord’s Day among our ances-
tors in the faith was “The Eighth Day,” meaning that in 
Christ a breakthrough to a new humanity was achieved. 
With that inner architecture, it makes sense to see Pente-
cost as a week of weeks, forty-nine days plus one, again 
signaling that a new age has begun in Christ and the out-
pouring of his Spirit. The Jewish appreciation for Pentecost 
gave rise to the Jubilee year, the fiftieth year, when debts 
were released and prisoners set free. Today, the character 
of our Easter Sundays is conveyed by joyful Alleluias and 
the rite of sprinkling at Mass. Long ago, people expressed 
this joy by suspending all rules of fasting and by never 
kneeling at liturgy. 

These customs all point to our conviction that time is  
holy. There is an elegant balance to the Christian year: forty 
days of Lenten fast and discipline give way to fifty days of 
unrestrained rejoicing. That’s why it is still Easter! 

—James Field 

Diocesan Marriage Prep Class 
Saturday, July 19th from 9:00am to 4:00pm 

Location: Center for Ministry 
Cost: $90 

Preparing for a Covenant marriage between God, and an 
engaged couple provides a solid foundation for moving  
forward as you journey together as husband and wife with 
Christ at the center of your relationship and marriage.  
Engaged couples in need of marriage preparation are invit-
ed to attend this one day event which will offer you time  
to hear presentations by other couples and a Priest on:  
Marriage as a Sacrament and the Catholic Wedding cere-
mony, Family of Origin, the 5 Love Languages and 4 Tem-
peraments, Conflict, problem solving, finances, Intimacy 
and Natural Family Planning. This is an interactive day with 
opportunities to join with other engaged couples, learn 
skills of communication and ways to build up your relation-
ship through prayer and awareness, as well as discussing 
topics of interest as a couple. Any questions, contact Beth 
Bauer at bbauer@diosag.org or call 989-797-6655. 

Registration Link 
https://saginaw.org/Registration-Marriage-Prep 

Knights of Columbus 

mailto:bbauer@diosag.org
tel:9897976655
https://saginaw.org/Registration-Marriage-Prep






It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
May 17/18, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $2,737 
$2,430 

Donations ............................... $0 
      Weekend Total .......... $5,167 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($4,064) 

May 1-18, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $12,609 
Online Giving $8,299 
Donations ........................ $9,500 
      Weekend Total ........ $30,408 
      Goal ......................... $27,693 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $2,715 

 

Christ's Mission Appeal 2024-25 
We are getting closer to our goal. Please give careful  
consideration about how you will respond. Fill out the 
pledge card and return it to the Diocese of Saginaw or 
put it in the collection basket. Remember, 
checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Saginaw, not our parish. You 
can also give online on the Diocese web-
site at www.saginaw.org/appeal, through 
the weekly Flocknote or scan the QR Code.  

SACRED HEART 
RUMMAGE SALE 

Activity Center 
400 N. Silverleaf, Gladwin 

 

RUMMAGE SALE HOURS: 
Thursday, June 5th - 9am – 6pm 

Friday, June 6th - 9am – 6pm 
Saturday, June 7th (bag day) - 9am – 4pm 

Jail and Prison Ministry 
Inviting those who are interested in visiting Jesus through 
the inmates at the jails and prisons located within the  
Diocese of Saginaw. The depth of faith is alive in the incar-
cerated. The seeds sown are in need of laborers to nourish 
the harvest for the Lord. Training is provided.  

Please call Beth at 989.797.6655 if you have  
questions or are interested in volunteering. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.saginaw.org&c=E,1,FXzWigyrGofo0yQETKJk6VK7_348PY0qY29aPuI69YiQbMuy8a_A8-KaFdVsCLd69QQMeWnwR6thoMHOXslhDRmoTu9qIjiWql67v2Q2eluLCmM,&typo=1&ancr_add=1



