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Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

MONDAY at noon

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that  
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 15:13 

June 8, 2025 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

    As we continue the  
Jubilee Year of Hope, this 
weekend we celebrate  
the Jubilee of Ecclesial 

Movements, Associations, and New  
Communities. Ecclesial movements, 
associations, and communities started 
forming in the years just prior to  
Vatican II and have proliferated in the 
years since the council. These move-
ments are free associations of bap-
tized Christians, usually lay and clergy 
together, who work to grow in personal 
holiness and to bring the whole world 
into greater communion with God  
and neighbor in love prompted by the 
Holy Spirit and organized around a 
particular charism (gift or grace of  
the Holy Spirit) for the good of all. 
Pope St. John Paul II called these 
movements “expressions of the new 
springtime brought forth by the Spirit 
with the Second Vatican Council.” 
Some of these ecclesial movements 
include Communion and Liberation, 
Focolare, Legion of Mary, Neocatechu-
menal Way, Pax Christi, Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter, Life Teen, Cur-
sillo & Teens Encounter Christ, and 
various Charismatic communities 
worldwide. Perhaps you have heard of 
or benefitted from the ministry of one 
of these associations. 

When I worked in the Archdiocese of 
Washington, the archbishop would 
have a Mass for members of Ecclesial 
Movements and New Communities on 
the afternoon of Pentecost Sunday 
every year. The National Shrine of  
the Immaculate Conception would be 
nearly filled with those involved in 
these new movements responding to 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit!  

From a parish perspective, I think 
that these new Ecclesial Movements 
and Communities highlight three things 
that we all could benefit from remem-
bering this Pentecost. First, we need to 
prayerfully listen to the Holy Spirit 
and remain open to the Holy Spirit 
doing new things in our lives, in  
our church, and in our world. Pope 
Francis said, “The Holy Sprit is the gift 
of God, who always surprises us: the 
God of surprises. God is a living God, 
who abides in us, a God who moves 
our heart, a God who is in the Church 

and walks with us; and God always 
surprises us on this path!” Second, we 
do not need to wait for approval to 
do the good things the Holy Spirit 
puts in our hearts. We don’t need a 
mandate from the parish staff to share 
our faith and serve our neighbor. Not 
every expression of faith needs to  
happen “officially” through the parish. 
For example, my grandparents would 
have their children and grandchildren 
(and their friends) to their home every 
week to share their faith. They would 
include us in their Legion of Mary or 
Secular Franciscan ministries. From 
those sessions in their Essexville 
home, three men have become 
priests, and many young people con-
tinued to practice their Catholic faith. 
Third, we are meant to grow in  
holiness together. God has created 
us as social beings. Our growth in  
spirituality blossoms when we gather 
together with other Christians to pray, 
learn, and serve. This happens in our 
parish life, but it also can happen 
whenever any are gathered in the 
name of Jesus. 

This week, we also celebrate the 
Jubilee of the Holy See. The  
Holy See (Sancta Sedes=Holy Seat) is 
often referred to as “the Vatican,” 
where the worldwide Catholic Church 
is shepherded, led by the Holy Father, 
Pope Leo XIV. The Pope is the suc-
cessor to St. Peter who was given the 
ministry to “bind and loose” by Jesus. 
(Matthew 16:17-19). The Office of  
Peter is a sign of the Church’s unity in 
belief, sacraments, and governance.  

Our Church needs the gifts both 
from below (charisms) and above 
(hierarchy). Theologian Hans Urs von 
Balthasar wrote about both the Marian 
dimension of the Church (holiness 
“overshadowed” by the Holy Spirit) and 
the Petrine dimension of the Church 
(shepherding the Church under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit). Charisms 

must be guided by the pastors of the 
Church. “No charism is exempt from 
being referred and submitted to the 
Church’s shepherds . . . not to extin-
guish the Spirit, but test all things . . . 
so that all the diverse and comple-
mentary charisms work together for 
the common good.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 801) At the same 
time, “the Church’s structure is totally 
ordered to the holiness of Christ’s 
members . . . this is why the ‘Marian’ 
dimension of the Church precedes the 
‘Petrine.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 773) In fact, Pope Francis 
praised St. Peter, the first Pope, for 
“the courage to be surprised by the 
novelty of the Holy Spirit” and not  
hindering the Grace of God in the  
newborn Church. 

This Pentecost, let us as a parish 
and each of us personally and in asso-
ciation with other Christians open our 
hearts and lives to the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, working together to grow in  
holiness (communion with God and 
neighbor in love). Let us be open to 
the surprises of the Spirit, so we can 
bring many people of our time and 
place into a deeper relationship with 
God just as the first disciples did  
following the first Pentecost. Come, 
Holy Spirit!  

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“There are different gifts but the same Spirit; there are different ministries but the same Lord; there  
are different works but the same God who accomplishes all of them in everyone. To each person the  

manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” – 1 Corinthians 12:4-7  

Pentecost Sunday 
 

“I have told you this  
while I am with you.  

The Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit that the Father  

will send in my name –  
he will teach you everything  

and remind you of all that I taught 
you.” – John 14: 25-26 

 

God the Father not only sent His son 
Jesus to teach and save, He also sent 
the Holy Spirit. The original disciples 
had Jesus to teach them directly and 
then the Holy Spirit. Although we 
don’t have the physical body of Jesus 
to guide us today, we have the Holy 
Spirit. Are you listening to the Spirit. 

Vacation Bible School 
Held at Blessed Sacrament Church 

This Week 

June 9-12, 2025 
9:00am to 12:00noon 

Let’s pray for a safe and fun week! 
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   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, June 9 
 Gen 3:9-15, 20 
 Jn 19:25-34  

 

———————— 
  

 TUES, June 10 
2 Cor 1:18-22 
 Mt 5:13-16 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, June 11 
 Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 
 Mt 5:17-19 

 6:30p  Mass  
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 7:15-8:15 

!!!  

 THUR, June 12 
 2 Cor 3:15-4:1, 3-6 
 Mt 5:20-26 

 8:00a  Word & Communion 
 8:30a  Rosary  
      

  

 FRI, June 13 
 2 Cor 4:7-15 
 Mt 5:27-32 

 8:00a  Mass—Regina Graveline 
 8:30a  Rosary   

  

 SAT, June 14 
2 Cor 5:14-21 
 Mt 5:33-37  

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary   
 4:30p  Mass—People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, June 15 
 Prov 8:22-31 
 Rom 5:1-5 
 Jn 16:12-15 

MOST HOLY TRINITY 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, June 8 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 9:30 am Mass 

 

Monday, June 9 
 6:30 pm Catholicism Clarified 

Tuesday, June 10 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 4:00 pm  Rummage Sale Meeting 

Wednesday, June 11 
 6:30 pm Mass  
  followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 

Thursday, June 12 
 8:00 am Word & Communion 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 6:00 pm Liturgy Meeting 
 7:00 pm Choir  

Friday, June 13 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 

Saturday, June 14  
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 4:30 pm Mass

Sunday, June 15 
HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 
 9:30 am Mass 
Happy Father’s Day 
(breakfast after Mass) 
 
 

 

Please join us for Father’s Day Breakfast prepared and served by Global 
Compassion Inc. to honor all the fathers of Assumption Parish.  

Please sign-up at the welcome circle.  

We welcome volunteers to help us cook, serve and clean-up. 

Please call the parish office if you can help at 989-631-4447.

ABVM  

Parish Garden 
The Assumption  

Community Garden  
has been prepared  
and planted for the 

2025 growing season. 
We can’t wait to  

see what God will  
grow this year!    

 

V is for Vocation: Fr. Christian Tabares 
We give thanks for Fr. Christian Tabares, pas-
tor at St. Agnes Parish in Freeland since 2022 
and at St. John Vianney Parish in Saginaw 
since 2023. We pray for Fr. Christian in his 
continued dual ministry to the faithful of two 
parishes. Born and raised in Medellin, Colom-
bia, he moved to the Diocese of Saginaw in 
June 2008 and was ordained a priest in May 
2010. The past two years, Fr. Christian joined 
the mission trip to Lukulu, Zambia, and serves 

on the Love for Lukulu Board of Directors. Learn more about 
Lukulu and Fr. Christian’s 2023 and 2024 mission trips to help 
the faithful in Africa: https://www.loveforlukulu.org/about3   
Learn more about vocations: https://saginaw.org/vocations    
Father, we're your people, the work of your hands. So precious 
are we in your sight that you sent your Son, Jesus. Jesus calls  
us to heal the broken-hearted, to dry the tears of those who 
mourn, to give hope to those who despair, and to rejoice in  

your steadfast love. We, the baptized, realize our call to serve. 
Help us to know how. Call forth from among us priests, sisters, 

brothers and lay ministers. With our hearts you continue to  
love your people. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

God forever and ever. Amen. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

AT BLESSED SACRAMENT 
June 9—June 12 (9am-noon) 

https://www.loveforlukulu.org/about3
https://saginaw.org/vocations


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 
 

June  9-12 Vacation Bible School 
  (9am-noon at Blessed Sacrament)  

If you have any questions about  
Children’s Faith Formation or Children’s  

Liturgy of the Word, please contact:  
Wendy Graveline @ cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School Sunday evening Youth Ministry  
has ended for the year.  Watch for registration for the 25-26 year!  

Also watch your email and the bulletin for YM events! 
 

June 9-12  Vacation Bible School— 
       MS & HS volunteers needed 

 23-27  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
July 7-11  ND Vision (9th-12th grade) 
Nov. 20-23  NCYC (HS—Save the Date)

2025/26 Faith Formation  
and Youth Ministry Programs  

EARLY REGISTRATION 

Online family registration is now open for both 
Children’s Faith Formation and Youth Ministry! 
Next year’s theme will be “Treasured” Children’s 
FF will again be using Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd. Middle School YM will be learning 
about the treasures found within the Catholic 
faith and all things Catholic. High School YM will 
be taking a “Road Trip” finding treasures along the 
way and within themselves.  Friends are welcome 
at all Youth Ministry levels... ALL are welcome!   

Please scan the QR code to register today!  Watch 
your emails for more information. 

If you have questions concerning 
Children’s Faith Formation,  
contact: Wendy Graveline  

@ CFF@assumptionmidland.org 

Questions about Youth Ministry  
(6-12th grade) or Confirmation 

(age 12-14), contact: Kathy Russell  
@ Kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 

From L-R: Fr. Rick, Dan Schneider, Dominic Griffin, Aloisia Graveline, 
Julia Edick, and college graduate: Allison Leslie 

 

Congratulations to all graduates (not pictured):  
Maya Garza, Luke Gracer, Andrew Hudack, Leyton Minuth, Michaela 

Quinn, Jenna Remacle, Gibson Roberts, Andrea Ross, & Owen Zanotti 

Congratulations Class of 2025! 

May the Lord 
continue to 

guide you on 
your journey  
and bless you 

with every  
success,  

happiness,  
and hope for  
the future. 
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Having Trouble Making Ends Meet? 

Visit the 

and receive free food to help supplement your family’s pantry. 

Date: Tuesday – June 24, 2025  
Pre-Registration starts:  on June 17 by calling 989-486-9393 line 1 
Distribution Time: 9:30 a.m.  
Location:  Blessed Sacrament Parish 
 

Please stay in your cars. Registration will be done in your car.  
Volunteers will put the food into your car.  

Please be patient as we try to keep everyone safe.  
No identification or proof of income necessary. 

Sponsored by: Blessed Sacrament, Food Bank of Eastern Michigan and  
Midland County Food Assistance Network. QUESTIONS? Contact 989-486-9393  

Father’s Day Weekend 
June 14/15 

   Most parish priests dedicate decades 
to serving the Catholic Diocese of Sagi-
naw. Much of the work they do goes 
largely unnoticed. They have modest 
incomes during their years in active 
ministry and many rely on the diocese’s Priests’ 
Retirement Fund. This fund assists priests who 
are currently retired and those who will retire in 
the future. 

Please carefully and prayerfully consider a  
donation to this fund. Envelopes for this special 
collection are in your regular envelope packet or 
you can donate online through our Online Giving, 
go to www.AssumpitonMary.org or the Diocese 
website at www.saginaw.org/priestsretirement. 

 

See this weekend’s bulletin  
insert for more details. 

 
In Loving Memory of 

 

Barb Boulton 
 

 

“I am the resurrection and  
the life. The one who believes  
in me will live, even though  

they die; and whoever lives by  
believing in me will never die.”   

~John 11:25-26 

Midland-Based Stove Team 
Rooted in Connection. United by Purpose. 

Interested in Joining? 
If you have a heart 
for service, there is 
an annual February 
mission team that 
travels to the NW 
mountain area of 
Guatemala to serve 
the Mayan communities.  Each year, we’re joined 
by new team members as well as some volunteers 
who return from previous years.  Whether you’re 
new to mission work or a seasoned traveler, there’s 
a place for you here.  We invite you to learn more 
and see if this might be a good fit for you. 

https://www.blessed-midland.org/parish-news/
midland-based-stove-team/ 

Bishop’s Golf Outing and Banquet  
for Seminarian Education and Vocations  

Bishop Robert Gruss will host his golf outing and luncheon  
on Wednesday, July 23 at Currie Golf Course in Midland  

   The banquet will take place on Thursday, July 24 at the Great 
Hall in Midland. The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are $75 or 
$560 for a table of eight.  
   All funds raised from these two events go to support education of 
seminarians in the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw and vocation efforts. 
Contact Tammy Heinlein at 989-797-6693 or theinlein@diosag.org 

The participation deadline is Wednesday, July 2. 

http://www.saginaw.org/priestsretirement
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fmidland-based-stove-team%2f&c=E,1,R5er3K2WeOMfKUSAC6-EZc3ColZDxDPVCKvSWyPb7jqZJy4USzppQUOmS8FvEhvWzqG3GcLuEsRM-TFyF6SH-qLagKzjt-0Zw54jlF2YIIS4tA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fmidland-based-stove-team%2f&c=E,1,R5er3K2WeOMfKUSAC6-EZc3ColZDxDPVCKvSWyPb7jqZJy4USzppQUOmS8FvEhvWzqG3GcLuEsRM-TFyF6SH-qLagKzjt-0Zw54jlF2YIIS4tA,,&typo=1
mailto:theinlein@dioceseofsaginaw.org
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

THANK YOU so much for 
your continued support 
in getting your contribu-

tions into the office. 

Please make out a  
separate check for the 

special collections.   

Weekend Offerings 
May 31/June 1, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $4,790 
$2,971 

Donations ........................ $3,000 
      Weekend Total ........ $10,761 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $1,530 

Month of May 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $15,571 
Online Giving $9,451 
Donations ...................... $10,750 
      Weekend Total ........ $35,772 
      Goal ......................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($1,152) 

 

 An Opportunity To Serve 

 
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 

 

We are still in need of more volunteers to unload and 
distribute the food to those in need.  The more volun-
teers we have the lighter the work and the more fun 
we will have together!   

You can sign up to volunteer by calling the  
parish office at  989-631-4447. 

 




