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Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surgeries, 
hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact the parish 
office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family member is ill, home-
bound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 8:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m., 

Monday thru Thursday if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.  

September 7, 2025              

Luke 14:27 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

Kids are back in school, Labor Day is 
over, and football is back – regardless 
of when the solstice is or what the 
forecast says, it’s fall! Fall means cool 
air, cozy sweaters, and pumpkin spice 
EVERYTHING! Today, fall also means 
that Children’s Faith Formation (CFF) 
and Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
(CLOW) are both starting. I’m so excit-
ed, and I know our 5-year-old is too! 
Just about every week this summer he 
asked me two things: 1. Do I have to 
serve? 2. Am I going to my class?  

A couple of weeks ago, John talked 
about Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd (CGS) and how its method ap-
plies to the pillars of education. Today, 
I would like to share why CGS is so 
important to me.  

I first fell in love with CGS when our 
oldest, now 16, was 3 years old; we 
were living in Grand Rapids at the 
time, and she went to St. Thomas the 
Apostle School. At St. Thomas, the 
preschool teachers are CGS trained, 
so they had their first experience dur-
ing class. When I saw the City of Jeru-
salem, I was hooked. It was a wooden 
model of the city that they could pick 
up and work with: the walls, the build-
ings, the temple, the trees in the gar-
den on the Mount of Olives, the cross 
atop Calvary, the pools. Everything. 
Wow. Two and four years later, her 
brothers joined her.   

I remember one day, our second old-
est came home and started talking 
about the Fettuccia and Parousia. 
What? I’m a cradle Catholic, but I must 
have missed that week of CCD. Well, 
Fettuccia is an Italian ribbon yarn, but 
it’s also the very long ribbon that we 
use to show the History of the King-
dom of God. Parousia is a Greek word 
meaning “presence” or “arrival”. In 
Christianity, it refers to the second 
coming of Christ when we will be with 
Him for eternity. It’s not heaven, where 
one’s soul eventually goes when they 
die (hopefully); Parousia is the beauti-
ful forever at the end of time. This is 
pretty big stuff, why is my first grader 
talking about this?  

In CGS, we have these beautiful 
presentations that are all rooted in the 
Bible and the Liturgy. In Level I (ages 
3-Kindergarten), the children learn 
about the items used at Mass: the 
chalice, patten, cruets, altar, ambo, 

lectern, sanctuary lamp, tabernacle, 
ciborium, etc. They learn what these 
items are not because we tell them 
and show them a picture, but because 
they get to work hands-on with the 
items. We don’t have plastic adapta-
tions, we have smaller versions of the 
real items, made of glass and metal. 
Yes, glass dishes for little kids. We 
help them learn to make silence, to 
use careful hands, and walking feet. 
They can do it! We have vestments for 
the priest, articles of Baptism 
(including Holy Water AND fire), and 
so much more. We also have practical 
life works that help the child hone their 
life-skills: pouring, scooping, threading, 
and weaving, among others.   

But the most important concept we 
help them with has nothing to do with 
knowing the name of the chalice or the 
Liturgical colors – it’s about a relation-
ship with Jesus. We help them learn 
how to sit with God, to listen to His 
call, to recognize and appreciate His 
gifts, to follow His word. CGS isn’t 
about learning concrete facts, it’s 
about meeting God. Too many times, 
we have heard stories of someone 
raised Catholic, but they didn’t meet 
Jesus until they went elsewhere. We’re 
trying to change that. We want the chil-
dren to not just meet Jesus, but to 
have a relationship with Him. We want 
them to know He is always there for 
them and cares for them. He is the 
Good Shepherd.  

Being a catechist in a CGS atrium is 
also different because we are not there 
to teach in the traditional sense. We 
present to the children, then we guide 
them in additional discovery. We ask 
them questions such as, “I wonder 
what Mary was thinking/feeling?” when 
talking about the various miraculous 
moments surrounding the birth of Je-
sus. We present the Gifts to them (the 
various plants, animals, minerals, and 
people that God has created for us) 
and inquire, “Did one of these stand 
out more than the others? I wonder if 
you could express or share your idea 
using some of our materials?” We in-
vite them to copy prayers and verses, 
trace images, and discover further. We 
are guides on their journey; the direc-
tion they go is up to each of them.  

Going through the catechist training is 
more than I had ever imagined, but in 
a good way. We have approximately 

100 hours of class, reading, and work 
for each level of CGS (there are three 
levels). It sounds intense, and it kind of 
is, but it’s beautiful! I try not to be in-
timidated by remembering that God 
doesn’t call the prepared, He prepares 
the called.   

I am so incredibly thankful that God 
brought our family to St. Thomas 
where we were first introduced to this 
beautiful program. I am also so very 
thankful that God guided our family 
here to ABVM to this incredible parish 
and has blessed us with a growing 
CGS program. I am thankful for our 
catechists: Emily, Shannon, Larissa, 
and Maria; our aides: Grandma Mary, 
Elizabeth, Benjamin, and Matthew; 
and the volunteers that have helped 
with various materials: Gregg, Ken, 
Dave, Anna, Stitch & Prayer, the previ-
ous Level I materials makers, and any-
one else I may have missed. I am also 
thankful for each of you – thankful for 
your prayers and support for our Chil-
dren’s Faith Formation program and 
our family. From the bottom of my 
heart, thank you.  

If you feel like you might be called to 
be a catechist or an aide, or even if 
you just want to sit in on a session and 
see what it’s all about, please contact 
me! I’d love to hear from you! 

   

 

 

 

Peace,  
Wendy 

Coordinator of  
Children’s Faith Formation 

cff@assumptionmidland.org  

 

mailto:cff@assumptionmidland.org
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, September 8 
 Mi 5:1-4a  
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 

  
—————— 

  

 TUES, September 9 
Col 2:6-15 
 Lk 6:12-19 

 8:00a  Mass—Mary Phan 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, September 10 
 Col 3:1-11 
 Lk 6:20-26 

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, September 11 
 Col 3:12-17 
 Lk 6:27-38 

 8:00a  Mass—Ron Yoder 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, September 12 
 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14 
 Lk 6:39-42 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, September 13 
1 Tm 1:15-17 
 Lk 6:43-49 

 8:00a  Mass—Intention of  
                           Rev. Jim Chelich 
 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass—People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, September 14 
 Nm 21:4b-9 
 Phil 2:6-11 
 Jn 3:13-17 

 9:30a  Mass 
Richard & Mary Tarchinski 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, September 7 
 9:30 am Mass 
CFF & 

Coffee & Donut Sunday 

Monday, September 8 
 9:45 am Stitch and Prayer 
 6:30 pm The Chosen 

Tuesday, September 9 
 8:00 am Mass  
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Christian Service Mtg 

Wednesday, September 10 
 1:00 pm The Chosen 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by  
       Exposition and Reconciliation 
 6:30 pm CFF Begins   

Thursday, September 11 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 6:00 pm Liturgy Mtg 
 7:00 pm Choir   

Friday, September 12 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Saturday, September 13 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am 

 
 4:30 pm Mass

Sunday, September 14 
   9:30 am Mass 
CFF, CLOW
11:00 am Catholic Inquiry 

 

 

All are welcome to the upcoming Men’s Saturday Morning Fatith gatherings spon-
sored by the Knights of Columbus Fr. Henry P. DuRussel Council 2141.  We will fo-
cus our discussion on the readings for the upcoming Sunday’s Mass.  Guide book-
lets will be available at the first meeting.  Even if you can only make a few of these 
meetings know that you are always welcome and your presence and contributions 
will help make the discussions richer for all. 

The schedule is below and on the parish calendar: 

 

To sign-up please email: greggzank@mac.com or sign-up  
at the welcome circle to ensure we have guide booklets for all! 

Guatemalan Stove Team Mission 2026 
The success of this Mission has been possible through the generosity of parishion-

ers who donate to or volunteer in this effort.  We’ve helped 1300+ families in the 
past decade and have committed to send a team again in February 2026, in partner-
ship with HELPS International, targeting to help another 150+ families. 

The water filters and vented stoves provided to the rural poor are truly life chang-
ing. The stoves replace a smoky fire pit on the floor of the homes, run with 70% less 
wood, and save the family hours of work each week or, if purchased, about 40% of 
their income.  The water filters eliminate the risk of waterborne illnesses (e.g. dysen-
tery), a leading cause of death, especially in children. 

We hope to raise $300 for the materials of each family that we serve.  If you are  
interested in helping or being a future volunteer, send information requests to:  

Stephanie.Williams511@gmail.com or Kevin Shaughnessy at kmshaug6@gmail.com 

V is for Vocation: Fr. Kevin M. Wojciechowski 
We give thanks for Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski, 
pastor at Holy Name of Mary Parish in  
Harbor Beach. We pray for Fr. Kevin in his 
ministry to the faithful of Harbor Beach  
including the students at Our Lady of Lake 
Huron Catholic school. Ordained in May 
2021 at Holy Spirit Parish in Shields, he 
came to the parish in 2023, first as the  

parochial administrator and then was later assigned as  
pastor. Fr. Kevin soon found out that he had something in 
common with farmers: “vocations are not merely jobs.” 

   

God our Father, you will all men and women to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of your Truth. Send workers into your 

great harvest that the Gospel may be preached to every 
creature and your people, gathered together by the word of 
life and strengthened by the power of the sacraments, may 
advance in the way of salvation and love. I ask this through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen.  (USCCB) 

mailto:greggzank@mac.com
mailto:Stephanie.Williams511@gmail.com
mailto:kmshaug6@gmail.com
https://greatlakesbaycatholic.com/good-shepherd-mayjune-2023


 

Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Sept.   7   CFF and CLOW Begin 
 10   Wednesday CFF Begins 
 14, 21, 28   CFF and CLOW 
 17, 24   Wednesday CFF 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 
please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School Sunday evening Youth  
Ministry will begin September 21st.  Registration is now open!  

Watch your email and the bulletin for YM events! 
 

Sept. 10   Deadline to register for NCYC 
Sept. 21   Youth Ministry Kickoff 
Nov.   20-23    NCYC (HS—Save the Date)

If you have not yet registered your child(ren)… 
online family registration is now open for both 
Children’s Faith Formation and Youth Ministry! 
This year’s theme will be “Treasured” Children’s 
FF will again be using Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd. Middle School YM will be learning 
about the treasures found within the Catholic 
faith and all things Catholic. High School YM will 
be taking a “Road Trip” finding treasures along 
the way and within themselves.  
Friends are welcome at all Youth 
Ministry levels... ALL are welcome!   

Please scan the QR code to  
register today!  Watch your  

emails for more information. 

Cost for CFF and YM will remain  
the same as last year: 1 child/$45;  
2 children/$90; 3+ children/$120 

If you have questions concerning Children’s  
Faith Formation, contact: Wendy Graveline  

@ CFF@assumptionmidland.org 

Questions about Youth Ministry  
(6-12th grade) or Confirmation (ages 12+),  

contact: Kathy Russell  
@ Kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 

November 20-23, 2025 
Indianapolis, IN 

 

NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) is a powerfully unique 
three-day experience of prayer, community, evangelization, catechesis, 
service, and empowerment for Catholic teenagers of high school age. 

What teens can expect at NCYC:  
JUST ANNOUNCED...Pope Leo XIV will encounter the youth through a     

  
INSPIRING SPEAKERS…Some of the best speakers in the  

 Catholic space. 
MASS & ADORATION...Celebrate liturgy and the Eucharist  

 with tens of thousands, led by our American bishops. 
MUSIC & WORSHIP...Praise and entertainment led by  

 award-winning artists.  
INTERACTIVE EXHIBITS...Countless games, crafts, obstacle courses,  

 live radio shows, challenges, and so much more. 
COST $700...Family pays $350/parish pays $350 (Includes: bus  

 transportation, registration fee, hotel, backpack, and dinner on  
 Friday and Saturday evening.) 

Limited spots available. 
Scan the QR code to reserve a spot today!  

Deadline to register:  
Wednesday, September 10th! 

For more information or registration forms,  
contact Kathy Russell at (989) 631-4447 or 

Kathyr@assumptionmidland.org   

YOUTH  
MINISTRY 
ADULT  

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

We Need YOU!  
We invite YOU to 
consider joining us at 
Youth Ministry this 
year to help lead our 
young people as they 

learn about the treasures of our Catholic faith! 
We have an awesome Youth Ministry program 
that meet at Blessed Sacrament on Sunday eve-
nings, and we need awesome volunteers (like 
you!) to help run our games, activities, and dis-
cussions! YM meets from 6-8 p.m. on most 
Sunday nights from the end of September 
through March. Volunteers for Confirmation 
prep, beginning in January are also needed.  The 
great thing about volunteering in Youth Ministry 
is that there's no guesswork or prep work! Eve-
rything (right down to what you'll say to the 
students) is written and prepared for you and 
most of the night is led by the Youth Ministers!  

But we do need faith-filled adults to accompany 
our youth in their small groups.  Contact Kathy 

Russell @ kathyr@assumpionmidland.org 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT  
CATHOLICISM? 

ARE YOU SOMEONE WHO (OR DO 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO) …  

• Has wondered “What is my pur-
pose?” or “Why am I here?” 

• Has been seeking deeper meaning 
in life? 

• Has wondered if “being spiritual” 
and “being religious” are really 
compatible? 

• Has expressed an interest in be-
coming Catholic or learning more 
about Catholicism? 

• A Catholic who has been away 
from church for a while or are 
looking to update your under-
standing of the Catholic faith? 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish is offering a weekly  
opportunity for Inquiry into Catholi-
cism. Sessions focus on the teach-
ings and experience of Catholicism.  

Fall Inquiry sessions will meet 
each Sunday morning at the 

church from 10:45 - 11:45 a.m.  
beginning September 14.  

Please contact John Graveline, 
john@assumptionmidland.org,  

for more information. 
 

The Parish Photo 
Directories are in! 

If you took a family  
photo, your free  

directory is in the  
gathering space! 

Next Blood Drive 

PLEASE SIGN-UP AT THE WELCOME CIRCLE. 
Call Donna Semanco at 989-631-0872 or email semanco1@aol.com  

if you have any questions.  

Dear Assumption of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary faith community, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to each 

of you for the warm welcome and generous 
hospitality you showed me during my recent 
visit to celebrate the August 23/24 weekend 
Masses as a deacon.  It was truly a blessing to 
be among you once again.   

Your kindness, joyful spirit, and reverence in 
worship made me feel right at home. Thank 
you for the wonderful receptions after the  
Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Although the 
cake on Saturday, and the donuts and muffins 
on Sunday were absolutely delicious, it was the 
conversations and moments shared with all of 
you that truly nourished my heart and spirit. 

May God continue to bless each one of you, 
and may Our Blessed Mother intercede for you 
always. 

With gratitude in Christ, 
Deacon Bob Zondlak 
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If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org or scan the QR Code. 

Weekend Offerings 
August 23/24, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,019 
$1,353 

Donations ........................ $8,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $12,622 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $3,391 

August 1-24, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $13,897 
Online Giving $9,466 
Donations ...................... $14,750 
      Weekend Total ........ $38,113 
      Goal ......................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $1,189 




