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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surgeries, 
hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact the parish 
office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family member is ill, home-
bound or hospitalized. 

But if we deny him 
he will deny us. 

If we are unfaithful 
he remains faithful, 

for he cannot deny himself.  
 

 

TWENTY-EIGHTH Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 12, 2025                

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   As we journey closer to 
the culmination of this Jubi-
lee Year of Hope, liturgically 
celebrating Jesus’ 2025th 

birthday this Christmas, this weekend 
we celebrate the Jubilee of Marian 
Spirituality. It seems like a fortunate 
confluence that we also commemorat-
ed our parish’s anniversary this past 
Tuesday, October 7, celebrating 109 
years under the patronage of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. Mary’s life inspires  
us as a parish community to live our  
mission as Jesus’ disciples in a faithful 
and fruitful way. 

The mission statement of Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish 
speaks of developing as disciples of 
Jesus through Community, Mes-
sage, Worship, and Service. The  
portrait of Mary we are given in the 
Bible can provide a map for us as we 
continue to live into our mission as “a 
people brought into unity from the unity 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 810) 

Mary’s canticle of praise, her Magnifi-
cat, shows us a model for how to wor-
ship God. (Luke 1:46-55) “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoic-
es in God my Savior . . . for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name.” What does it mean 
to magnify the Lord? A magnifying 
glass brings its object closer to our 
sight for the sake of clarity. In our  
worship, we draw closer to the Lord 
who has already drawn close to us, so 
that we can see ourselves and our 
world with greater wisdom and clarity. 
As Mary’s Magnificat demonstrates, 
worship begins with the grateful recog-
nition of God’s gifts to us. That is why 
our central act of worship as a parish is 
the Saturday evening/Sunday morning 
Eucharist. The word Eucharist comes 
from the Greek word for Thanksgiving. 
Each week, we draw near to Jesus as 
a parish around the Eucharistic table 

with grateful hearts to worship God for 
his goodness and to receive God’s 
Grace so that our entire week can  
become a sacrifice of praise. “Those 
who bring thanksgiving as their sacri-
fice honor me; to those who go the 
right way I will show the salvation of 
God.” (Psalm 50:23) 

Mary’s receiving and living the Word 
of God is a model for how to begin to 
spread the message of Jesus. When 
the angel Gabriel came to Mary with a 
message from God, she received his 
word with a humble heart, “I am the 
servant of the Lord. Let it be done  
to me as you say.” (Luke 1:38) Jesus 
later said that this open receptivity and 
obedience to God’s Word is her great-
est honor. (Luke 11:27-28) We too 
strive to listen attentively to God’s 
Word, especially as it its proclaimed in 
the Liturgy of the Word, and to heed it 
in how we live our lives. This, in turn, 
gives us the confidence we need to 
respond to Jesus commission to “go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations.” (Matt 28:19) Our evangeliza-
tion and faith formation efforts as a 
parish will only have credibility and 
bear fruit if people experience in us  
a joyful, hospitable, warm response  
to Jesus’ commandment, “Love one 
another as I have loved you.” (John 
13:34) 

Mary’s Visitation to her kinswoman 
Elizabeth and her intercession to Jesus 
at the wedding at Cana model to us 
what it means to have a heart oriented 
toward service. After hearing Gabriel’s 
message concerning her own mother-
hood and Elizabeth’s motherhood, 
Mary “set out, proceeding in haste” to 
assist Elizabeth. (Luke 1:39) Similarly, 
when she became aware of the wine 
situation at the wedding at Cana, her 
heart went out in compassion, and she 
set about to plead with Jesus to rectify 
the situation. Like her son, Mary came 
“not to be served but to serve.” (Matt 
20:28) We are called as a parish family 

to serve the needs of our sisters and 
brothers. Our Christian Service Com-
mission helps us facilitate the multitude 
of ways that we serve our community 
through assistance with food, clothing, 
rent and energy payments, financial 
support for local charitable organiza-
tions, and much more. 

Finally, Mary’s motherhood of Christ 
extends to his mystical Body on earth, 
the community of the Church. “We 
believe that the Holy Mother of God, 
the new Eve, Mother of the Church, 
continues in heaven to exercise her 
maternal role on behalf of the members 
of Christ.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 975) When Jesus, hanging 
from his cross, said to his mother Mary 
and his beloved disciple—isn’t that all 
of us, really?—”Woman, here is your 
son . . . Here is your mother,” he gave 
Mary a special maternal role toward 
the community of the Church. (John 
19:26-27) She was with the disciples 
when the Holy Spirit was fully poured 
forth upon them on Pentecost (Acts 
1:12-14, 2:1-4). Our parish strives to be 
“a Catholic community of welcome and 
warmth” where everyone can find a 
home, a place to be accepted and  
accompanied as we grow together into 
the fullness of communion with Christ 
Jesus. Overshadowed by the Holy 
Spirit, we can, like Mary, prepare a 
place for the presence of Christ to grow 
and be born into our world.  

In her Magnificat, Mary states that 
“all generations will call me blessed for 
the Mighty One has done great things 
for me.” (Luke 1:48) We here at the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish can also say that God has done 
great things for us over the past 109 
years! May we, under the inspiration 
and through the intercession of Mary, 
Mother of the Church, continue to be 
“bearers of God” in the Larkin Town-
ship and the greater Midland area 
through sincere worship, spreading 
Jesus’ message of love, humble ser-
vice, and vibrant community. 

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’”  
– John 2:5 (Mary’s last recorded words in the Bible) 

 

“Has none but this foreigner returned  
to give thanks to God?”  Luke 17:18 

We all have many gifts. All of them – everything we have – 
are gifts from God. Do recognize the great things that God 
has given us – and give thanks? Are you like the one leper 
who re-cognized the gift of his healing and returned to Jesus 
and thanked him or are we more like the nine who went on 
with their lives without expressing or showing their thanks? 

You’re Invited!! 
Join your fellow parishioners in the Knights 
of Columbus and keep our parish strong! 

K of C Exemplification Ceremony 

Wednesday, October 15th 
at 7:30pm in DuRussel Hall 

 

 

mailto:md2141@mikofc.org
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   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, October 13 
 Rom 1:1-7 
 Lk 11:29-32 

  
—————— 

  

 TUES, October 14 
Rom 1:16-25 
 Lk 11:37-41 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, October 15 
 Rom 2:1-11 
 Lk 11:42-46 

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, October 16 
 Rom 3:21-30 
 Lk 11:47-54 

 8:00a  Mass—  
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, October 17 
 Rom 4:1-8 
 Lk 12:1-7 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, October 18 
2 Tm 4:10-17b 
 Lk 10:1-9 

 4:30p  Mass 
 

  

 SUN, October 19 
 Ex 17:8-13 
 2 Tm 3:14-4:2 
 Lk 18:1-8 

 9:30a  Mass 
 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, October 12 
   9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, No YM 
BOOT DRIVE
11:00 am Catholic Inquiry 

Monday, October 13 
 9:45 am Stitch and Prayer 
No Chosen 

Tuesday, October 14 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Monicas  
 6:00 pm Awakened Series 

Wednesday, October 15  
No Chosen 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
       and Reconciliation  
 7:30 pm K of C Exemplification 

Thursday, October 16 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir   

Friday, October 17 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Saturday, October 18 
 10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 10:30 am Faure Rehearsal 
 4:30 pm Mass 
BOOT DRIVE 
 5:30 pm 

Sunday, October 19 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
   9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM 
BOOT DRIVE
11:00 am Catholic Inquiry 

Y2Y DISCERNMENT DAY 
 

V is for Vocation:  
Gerard LaFramboise 

We give thanks for Gerard LaFramboise, 
a parishioner at Holy Family Parish in 
Saginaw, who has been accepted into 
seminary studies for our Diocese. We 
pray for Gerard as he continues discern-
ment of joining the priesthood while at 
St. John Vianney Seminary in St. Paul, 

MN, this fall. Gerard is the nephew of Fr. Andy LaFramboise, 
Director of Priestly Vocations for the Diocese of Saginaw and 
pastor of St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Beal City. 

Learn more about vocations: https://saginaw.org/vocations   

Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Savior of the world.  
Please manifest in Your Church the Spirit whom You  
also abundantly bestowed on Your apostles. Call very  
many to Your priesthood and Your religious life. 
May zeal for Your glory and for the salvation of the  
world inflame those You have chosen. May they be  
saints in Your likeness. May Your Holy Spirit strengthen 
them. May they be priests and religious according to  

Your own heart! Amen.  (USCCB) 

Collection for Midland Family Center’s  
Preschool Winter Boots  

   It's that time of year when we work together to provide new winter boots for  
our preschool friends at West Midland Family Center and North Midland Family 
Center. 
    Look for the "boot board" in the gathering space filled with envelopes beginning 
Oct 11th. Each envelope will have a boot label identifying the gender and age of a 
local preschooler in need of warm, winter boots. Simply select an envelope, return 
with your monetary donation to the collection box in the gathering space and we 
will do the boot shopping for you!   
   The average price of one pair of children's winter boots is $40. Cash or checks are 
greatly appreciated.  Please write checks payable to Assumption BVM. 

We would like all monetary donations  
turned in by October 19th.  

Thank you for your continued support  
as we work together to provide preschoolers  
in our community with warm, winter boots. 

 Christian Service Commission 

ABVM Parish Garden 
Thanks to the labors of its dedicated crew, the Assumption 
community garden produced beans, carrots, cabbage, cauli-
flower, acorn and butternut squash, broccoli, and tomatoes 
for Hidden Harvest and the Bridge Food Center. While many 
community gardens are being dismantled, ABVM remains firm 
in its commitment to provide nutritious food for our less fortunate neighbors. We 
also, with our stalwart sunflowers, continue to be a reminder of our struggling 
Ukrainian brothers and sisters in Christ. Bernie and Michele Link  

 

Singles Late 50s & Above:  Looking for a deeper relationship with God and 
a renewed sense of purpose for your journey through life’s transitions? Connect 
with others and recharge your spiritual batteries on a RENEW retreat! The next 
weekend is on Oct 31-Nov 2, 2025 at the St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI 
with closing Mass celebrated by Bishop Boyea of Lansing. Cost is $240 for meals 
and a single room.  

For more info go to www.RenewRetreats.org or call (517) 323-7012. 

https://saginaw.org/vocations
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.RenewRetreats.org&c=E,1,wXdaQroTqtzHyr3lt9WXYclokFGgIcK4IgfBc6DxImnr1YfzCaT1tXz0RdUbQaW3glq3pPmDO4UblVJ61NLJAkZe3Uorne9Q036Cxz5cGi7XmAh7AhnM9n13wRc,&typo=1&ancr_add=1


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Oct.  12, 19, 26 CFF and CLOW 
         19  Sacramental Prep Mini   
   Retreat / 3-4:30pm 

If you have any questions about ChildrenΩs Faith 
Formation or ChildrenΩs Liturgy of the Word, 

please contact Wendy Graveline at 
cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.  Watch your email and the 

bulletin for YM news and events! 
 

Oct. 12, 19, 26  YM 
 19  Y2Y Discernment Retreat 
 

Sacramental  
Preparation  

Our first mini-retreat will be  
October 19th 

3:00-4:30 pm 
 

These are designed for the child and at least 
one parent. Please plan on attending as these 
sessions are required as part of our Sacramen-
tal Preparation program, in addition to Sunday 
Faith Formation classes and weekly Mass 
attendance. Thank you! 

 

It’s never too late to register your child(ren) for 
either CFF or YM.  Your children are always wel-
come at either CFF or YM. Registration is im-
portant so we have the materials on hand that 
is needed for the students. It 
also provides us with perti-
nent information like allergies 
& emergency contact. 

Thank you all for your continued support  
of our youth!!  

Youth Ministry 
What’s happening in YM this Sunday, October 12th 

Middle School… 
This weekend the focus will be on Signs, Symbols,  Rituals, and Tradi-
tions of our Catholic faith. Keep the treasure box that your child 
brought home two weeks ago, with items representing the treasures of 
our Catholic faith, in a special spot as we will be talking about each of 
the items as the year progresses. 
 

High School… 
Are faith and reason mutually exclusive? Should we ever try to under-
stand our faith, or just accept it blindly? This Sunday we will address 
these questions by examining the relationship between faith and rea-
son. The goal of this evening is to help teens realize that faith is not 
opposed to reason and to inspire them to cultivate both as a means to 
know and love God better.  
 

All are welcome...bring a friend! 

Fall in Love  
All Over Again! 

A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Experience is a time set 
aside for you and your spouse 
to connect more deeply and fan 

the spark of your love. Through presentations 
and time for private discussion, WWME offers 
tools to take your marriage to the next level. 
Apply today at wwme.org or contact Amy & 
Joe Kopacz at 517-667-0433 for more info.   

Upcoming Experiences: 
Nov. 21-23  St. Paul of the Cross  

Retreat Center - Detroit   

Jan. 30- Feb. 1  
Country Inn & Suites -  Grand Rapids 

Mar. 6-8  Center for Ministry  - Saginaw 

April 10-12  St. Francis Retreat Center - DeWitt 

October 19, 2025 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

Your generosity supports the Pope’s 
missions in more than 1,124 territories 
where the Church is young or struggling. 
This year’s theme—“Missionaries of 

Hope Among the Peoples”—is a call to embody the love of God, poured 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 5:5). Your offering provides 
hope where despair too often dominates—through the building of 
churches, formation of seminarians and religious sisters, healthcare 
clinics, and Catholic schools. Thank you for responding with faith, love, 
and generosity. As Pope Francis told us, “Each of us is a mission on this 
earth” (Evangelii Gaudium, 273). Together, we share in that mission by 
ensuring that no one is excluded from the invitation to encounter 
Christ. You will find an envelope in your packet for next weekend. You 
may also give online or pick up an envelope at the entrance of church. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwwme.org&c=E,1,JfNT-r-C3cDZ19aUeBMaBpNk0kAl9hVJHx0K4hvBarQe0RCyrD7tg1IWxkIxg4e0KWpVK3aR6cEFk8EXX1lzzVAZZeHqzRqkesTAsSENQg,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
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Ladies, you  
are invited to  
the annual  

 

Event hosted by the  
Women's Guild at  

Our Lady of Grace in Sanford  
on Tues, Oct 21 at 10:30am 

   

An elegant luncheon will  
be served at 11:00 and  

our guest speaker will be  
Fr. Julius Milton 

at 12:00pm 

Come and be our guest!   

Please RSVP to Cathy Satkowiak 
at 989-415-8201 by October 13. 

Happy 91st Birthday 
Herbie Campau 

Monday, October 13th 

September 18th 
Sandy Leppek 

September 25th 
Paul & Sarah Sery 

November 6, 2025 
MICHIGAN MARCH FOR LIFE 

Once again, a local Michigan based March for Life will be 
held at the State Capitol. There will be speakers, praise 
music, and witness talks prior to the march. The march 
will begin at 12:00 p.m. Youth 
ministry, young adults, and school 
groups are encouraged to go by 

bus or van but will need to make their own arrangements. All buses must register in order 
to receive logistics information for the day of the event. There are often available seats 
on buses being used by other local Michigan groups, so scan the QR code go to see what 
buses are registered and have open seats.  

For questions, contact Beth Bauer at bbauer@diosag.org or call 989.797.6655. 

October 2nd 
Ann Gach 

October 9th 
Anne Fitak 

QUESTIONS ABOUT  
CATHOLICISM? 

ARE YOU SOMEONE WHO (OR DO 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO) Χ  

¶ Has wondered “What is my  
purpose?” or “Why am I here?” 
¶ Has expressed an interest in  

becoming Catholic or learning  
more about Catholicism? 
¶ A Catholic who has been away from 

church for a while or are looking to 
update your understanding of the 
Catholic faith? 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Parish is offering a weekly op-
portunity for Inquiry into Catholi-

cism. Sessions focus on the teachings 
and experience of Catholicism.  

 

mailto:bbauer@diosag.org
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Thereôs a seat for you at the table, and youôre more than just  
welcomedðyouôre warmly invited! Please sign-up at the  
welcome circle if you are able to attend! Bring a friend! 

Free Event 

Saturday, November 8, 2025      8:30 am–3:30 pm 

  
OVER 60 VENDORS 

 

 
 

 

RAFFLE – Tickets are $1 each.  

 

Come and join the fun and festivities!  

 Please join  

 
 

DINNER MENU: 
Chicken Chili, Vegetarian Chili,  

Corn Bread, Harvest Salad, Roasted  
Butternut Squash, Cauliflower, Red  
Potatoes with Kale Pesto drizzle and  
Yabluchnyk (Ukrainian Apple Cake) 

prepared by Chef Sergey Pokanevych  
and Global Compassion volunteers! 

 

Assumption DuRussel Hall  
on October 18th at 5:30pm 

 

 

Donations will be accepted at the time of 
dinner or if you are not able to attend, 

please mail it to:  
Global Compassion Inc 

3910 Concord St, Midland, MI 48642  

Please RSVP…. 
At the welcome circle, on our  

website at: globalcompassioninc.org,  
email to hope@globalcompassioninc.org  

or call 989-835-1127. 

mailto:hope@globalcompassioninc.org
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If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org or scan the QR Code. 

Weekend Offerings 
October 4/5, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,160 
$4,641 

Donations ........................ $2,000 
      Weekend Total .......... $9,801 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ............ $570 

Month of September 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $14,854 
Online Giving $8,667 
Donations ........................ $6,118 
      Weekend Total ........ $29,639 
Weekly Goal .................. $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($7,285) 

Job Opening at St. Brigid:  
Part-Time Middle School Science Teacher 

St. Brigid is seeking a part-time Science Teacher for grades  
6–8 (11 hours per week). 

¶ Must have a valid Michigan teaching certificate for  
middle school science 
¶ Responsible for all planning, grading, and teaching  

of Science curriculum 
¶ Our Middle School operates on a block schedule so  

Science is held Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
If you are passionate about teaching science in a faith-filled 
environment, we would love to hear from you.   Send your 
cover letter and resume to Laura Wilkowski, principal at 
lwilkowski@stbrigid-midland.org. 

All are welcome to  
the MenΩs Saturday  
Faith gatherings. 

We will focus our discussion on the readings for the up-
coming Sunday’s Mass.   

 

Please join us for any or all gatherings. 

mailto:lwilkowski@stbrigid-midland.org



