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October 19, 2025                

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surgeries, 
hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact the parish 
office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family member is ill, home-
bound or hospitalized. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   In last week’s Gospel, we 
heard of Jesus’ healing of 
ten lepers, and the grati-
tude of one of those 

healed, a Samaritan. This passage 
highlights the supreme importance of 
having a grateful heart. Working in 
churches as I have for years, I have 
seen a lot of funerals. You notice the 
people who lived their lives the right 
way. Their funerals feel different. For 
sure, there are tears and grief, but 
there is also a sense of blessedness 
and joy. Some of their funerals feel 
more like a party!  

I can come to see that the key to a 
happy life in this world (and the next!) 
is to be grateful and generous. Some 
people have relatively more money  
or worldly possessions, others have  
fewer of these things. Regardless, 
those who are grateful and generous 
with whatever they have are full of joy 
and are a blessing to everyone with 
whom they interact. Those who are 
not satisfied with what they have,  
always worried about there not being 
enough or looking around to see what 
everyone else has, tend to inspire  
few people and often leave a legacy 
of contention.    

As I consider the blessings in our 
parish over the past several months, 
my heart is full of gratitude. Our staff 
and numerous volunteers have per-
formed their service, in roles that are 
quite large or quite simple. The enthu-
siasm and community spirit that I 
have seen in our Neighboring Night, 
Youth Ministry fund-raiser with Elvis, 
Polish Fest, Awakened Series, Good 
Shepherd program and Youth Minis-
try, Big Raffle, etc. has been truly  
inspiring! All I can say is “Thank 
you!” You believe in what the Holy 
Spirit is doing at Assumption Parish, 
and you have generously shared your 
gifts with each other and with the  
entire community. It may be a cliché 
to say that I wish I could express my 
gratitude by name, but the list would 
truly be too long, and I would be liable 
to miss someone. Please know that  
I keep you continually in my prayers 
of gratitude. 

In this week’s Gospel highlights the 
necessity of “praying always without 

becoming weary.” With all the activity 
in and around our parish over the past 
few months, I have been so pleased 
that all of it has begun and been  
sustained in prayer. It is easy to sub-
stitute truly listening to the Holy Spirit 
and discerning God’s plan with what 
theologian Romano Guardini calls 
“superficial eventfulness.” I firmly be-
lieve that our parish’s vitality is truly 
Spirit-led. Has there been weariness 
and occasional tensions? Sure, but 
the only body that lacks tension or 
doesn’t get tired is a dead body. Have 
we been called from time to time to 
take an uncertain step forward in 
faith? Absolutely, but each step in 
faith has widened our vision of God’s 
dream for our parish and for each one 
of us personally. Thank you to all of 
you praying “behind the scenes” 
for the fruitfulness of our parish 
initiatives. Without you, everything 
else is merely “banging gongs and 
clanging cymbals.” (1 Corinthians 
13:1) For my part, I will strive to keep 
my hands lifted in prayer for our  
parish, following the example of  
Moses in today’s First Reading. 

Finally, I would like to ask for your 
assistance in meeting our goal for the 
Big Raffle fund raiser. We have one 
month until our drawing, with a grand 
prize of $10,000. We have currently 
sold about 30% of our 1000 tickets.  
At this point, we have reached the 
“break even” point. Every ticket that  
we sell from now until the drawing on 
November 22 will raise the funds that 
we need to meet the current needs of 
the parish and allow us to continue to 
grow. If every parish family could sell 
5 tickets through sharing our website 
or QR code link with friends, family, 
and neighbors, we would reach our 
goal. People who reside in most 
states can buy a ticket. Let people 
know the great things that we are  
doing at Assumption Parish and give 
them a chance to support our minis-
tries (and have good odds at the big 
prizes, since we will only sell at most 
1000 tickets and every ticket sold will 
be in the drawing for the Grand 
Prize!). If we each do our part, we will 
reach our goal of 1000 tickets sold in 
no time. 

This is an exciting time to be part  
of what God is doing at Assumption 
Parish. Thank you once again for your 
support through your volunteer gifts 
and financial gifts! Thank you for 
spreading the word and inviting peo-
ple to our community outreach events. 
“When the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on earth?” I wholeheartedly 
believe that he will at Assumption  
Parish! 

                                 John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason  
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.” – Ephesians 1:15-16 

 
“… proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is  

convenient or inconvenient …”  2 Timothy 4:2 

The world around us often doesn’t make it easy to live the life of a 
good steward of God’s gifts. Society frequently tells us that the more you own, 
the more important and successful you are – and our desire for materialistic 
things can overshadow our call and desire to be good stewards of our God-given 
gifts. We are called to share our gifts not only when things are going well in our 
lives, but all the time. God doesn’t care about our wealth, our possessions or our 
social status. He does care that we build His kingdom on earth all of the time. 

“Rejoice always, pray without  
ceasing, give thanks in all  

circumstances; for this is the  
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

Do not quench the Spirit.”  
– 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19 

“If the Lord does not build the  
house, in vain do its builders  

labor . . . In vain is your earlier  
rising, your going later to rest,  

you who toil for the bread you eat: 
when he pours gifts on his  

beloved while they slumber.”  
– Psalm 127:1, 2 
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   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, October 20 
 Rom 4:20-25 
 Lk 12:13-21 

  
—————— 

  

 TUES, October 21 
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19,  
 20b- 21; Lk 12:35-38 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, October 22 
 Rom 6:12-18 
 Lk 12:39-48 

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, October 23 
 Rom 6:19-23 
 Lk 12:49-53 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, October 24 
 Rom 7:18-25a 
 Lk 12:54-59 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, October 25 
Rom 8:1-11 
 Lk 13:1-9 

 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass 

 

  

 SUN, October 26 
 Sir 35:12-14; 16-18 
 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18 
 Lk 18:9-14 

 9:30a  Mass 
 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, October 19 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
   9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM 
BOOT DRIVE
11:00 am Catholic Inquiry 

Y2Y DISCERNMENT DAY 

Monday, October 20 
 6:30 pm The Chosen 

Tuesday, October 21 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Monicas  
 6:00 pm Awakened Series 

Wednesday, October 22  
 1:00 pm The Chosen 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
       and Reconciliation  

Thursday, October 23 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir   

Friday, October 24 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Saturday, October 25 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Men’s Faith Study after Rosary 
 4:30 pm Mass 
FOOD PANTRY 
 6:00 pm 

Sunday, October 26 
   9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM 
FOOD PANTRY
11:00 am Catholic Inquiry 

Awakened Retreat Day 
11:00 pm  

V is for Vocation:  
Sister Maria Guadalupe, RSM 

We give thanks for Sr. Maria Guadalupe, 
RSM, who professed her vows this past  
August 16 at the cathedral in Saginaw with 
Bishop Gruss presiding. Originally from Indi-
anapolis, IN, she began discerning a vocation 
to religious life while in college. We pray for  

Sr. Maria Guadalupe as she continues her work in the nursing 
field as a Religious Sister of Mercy. Learn more about her  
story: https://www.almamercy.org/sister-maria-guadalupe     

Collection for Midland Family Center’s  
Preschool Winter Boots  

   It's that time of year when we work together to provide new winter boots for  
our preschool friends at West Midland Family Center and North Midland Family 
Center. 
    Look for the "boot board" in the gathering space filled with envelopes. Each  
envelope will have a boot label identifying the gender and age of a local preschool-
er in need of warm, winter boots. Simply select an envelope, return with your 
monetary donation to the collection box in the gathering space and we will do 
the boot shopping for you!   
   The average price of one pair of children's winter boots is $40. Cash or checks are 
greatly appreciated.  Please write checks payable to Assumption BVM. 

We would like all monetary donations  
turned in by October 19th.  

Thank you for your continued support  
as we work together to provide preschoolers  
in our community with warm, winter boots. 

 Christian Service Commission 

ABVM Parish Garden 
Thanks to the labors of its dedicated crew, the Assumption 
community garden produced beans, carrots, cabbage, cauli-
flower, acorn and butternut squash, broccoli, and tomatoes 
for Hidden Harvest and the Bridge Food Center. While many 
community gardens are being dismantled, ABVM remains firm 
in its commitment to provide nutritious food for our less fortunate neighbors. We 
also, with our stalwart sunflowers, continue to be a reminder of our struggling 
Ukrainian brothers and sisters in Christ. Bernie and Michele Link  

 

Our next collection for  
FOOD PANTRY will be next weekend October 25/26  

 

Please be sure to pick up a blue bag from the gathering space 
and bring it back the following weekend with your donations.  

Thank you for your consideration of those who are  
not as fortunate as we are. 

https://www.almamercy.org/sister-maria-guadalupe


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

Youth Ministry 
What’s happening in YM  

this Sunday, October 19th 
This Sunday is Tag Night…the teens prepare the tags for the Salvation 
Army giving trees. There will be pizza & soda, and games!  A fun night 
to serve the community and grow in community!  

All are welcome...friends invited! 

CHILDREN 

Oct.  19, 26 CFF and CLOW 
         19  Sacramental Prep Mini    
   Retreat / 3-4:30pm 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 

please contact Wendy Graveline at 
cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.  Watch your email and the 

bulletin for YM news and events! 
 

Oct. 19, 26   YM 
 19  Y2Y Discernment Retreat 
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23    YM 
Nov.  20-23  NCYC 
 

Sacramental  
Preparation  

Our first mini-retreat will be  
October 19th 

3:00-4:30 pm 
 

These are designed for the child and at least 
one parent. Please plan on attending as these 
sessions are required as part of our Sacramen-
tal Preparation program, in addition to Sunday 
Faith Formation classes and weekly Mass 
attendance. Thank you! 

 

Thank you all for your continued support  
of our youth!!  

Fall in Love  
All Over Again! 

A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Experience is a time set 
aside for you and your spouse 
to connect more deeply and fan 

the spark of your love. Through presentations 
and time for private discussion, WWME offers 
tools to take your marriage to the next level. 
Apply today at wwme.org or contact Amy & 
Joe Kopacz at 517-667-0433 for more info.   

Upcoming Experiences: 
Nov. 21-23  St. Paul of the Cross  

Retreat Center - Detroit   

Jan. 30- Feb. 1  
Country Inn & Suites -  Grand Rapids 

Mar. 6-8  Center for Ministry  - Saginaw 

April 10-12  St. Francis Retreat Center - DeWitt 

October 19, 2025 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

Your generosity supports the Pope’s missions in more than 1,124 terri-
tories where the Church is young or struggling. This year’s theme—
“Missionaries of Hope Among the Peoples”—is a call to embody the 
love of God, poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 5:5). 
Your offering provides hope where despair too often dominates—
through the building of churches, formation of seminarians and  
religious sisters, healthcare clinics, and Catholic schools. Thank you for 
responding with faith, love, and generosity. As Pope Francis told  
us, “Each of us is a mission on this earth” (Evangelii Gaudium, 273).  
Together, we share in that mission by ensuring that no one is excluded 
from the invitation to encounter Christ.  

You will find an envelope in your packet. You may also give online or 
pick up an envelope at the entrance of church. 

“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me  
receives the one who sent me” (Mt 10:40).   

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwwme.org&c=E,1,JfNT-r-C3cDZ19aUeBMaBpNk0kAl9hVJHx0K4hvBarQe0RCyrD7tg1IWxkIxg4e0KWpVK3aR6cEFk8EXX1lzzVAZZeHqzRqkesTAsSENQg,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
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Welcome  
to our  
Newest 
Member 

 

Ben and Kayla

Beverly Reger

A Simple Way  
to Invite Others 

Imagine that you're new to the neighbor-
hood and searching for a faith community 
nearby...where would you look, and how 

would you decide where to go?  
For many people, this search begins online. If 
your life has been enriched by sharing in our 
worship, fellowship, celebration, and minis-
try, consider inviting others to become part of 
the Assumption Parish family by leaving an 
online review! Scan the QR code, visit: 
 

https://g.page/r/
CcDmvtKCq0-FEBM/review, 

or look up our parish on 
Google Maps and click 

“Write a Review.” 

https://g.page/r/CcDmvtKCq0-FEBM/review
https://g.page/r/CcDmvtKCq0-FEBM/review
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RAFFLE – Tickets are $1 each.  

 

 
 

  

Saturday, November 8, 2025      8:30 am–3:30 pm 

  
OVER 60 VENDORS 

 

 
 

Come and join the fun and festivities! 

Christ’s Mission Appeal 2025-26  
has begun throughout the  

Catholic Diocese of Saginaw.  
The annual appeal is the primary opportunity 
for Catholics throughout the Diocese to sup-
port one another. It is an opportunity to 
offer thanksgiving to God for his abundant 
gifts.  
 

The appeal allows the local Church to carry 
out the work of Jesus Christ throughout the 
Diocese and beyond through ministries and 
programs that would not otherwise be possi-
ble through one individual or parish.  

 

 

More information about Christ’s Mission  
Appeal and a message from Bishop Gruss  
can be found on the diocesan website: 

www.saginaw.org/
appeal. 

You can also contact  
the stewardship and  

development office at  
development@diosag.org  

or 989-797-6679.  



 
In Loving Memory of 

 

 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life.  
The one who believes in me will live,  

even though they die; and whoever lives 
by believing in me will never die.”   

~John 11:25-26 
 

Happy 73rd Birthday 
Fr. Joe Griffin 

Sunday, October 19th 

September 18th—Sandy Leppek 

September 25th—Paul & Sarah Sery 

October 2nd—Ann Gach 

October 9th—Anne Fitak 

October 16th—Buck Gorges 







The word of God is living and  
effective, discerning reflections and 

thoughts of the heart.  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org or scan the QR Code. 

Weekend Offerings 
October 11/12, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,791 
$2,339 

Donations ........................ $6,000 
      Weekend Total ........ $12,130 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $2,899 

October 1-12, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ........... $6,951 
Online Giving $6,979 
Donations ........................ $8,000 
      Weekend Total ........ $21,930 
Weekly Goal .................. $18,462 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $3,468 

All are welcome to  
the Men’s Saturday  

Faith gatherings. 

We will focus our discussion on the readings for the up-
coming Sunday’s Mass.   

 

Please join us for any or all gatherings. 

Ladies, you are invited to the annual  

Event hosted by the Women's Guild at  
Our Lady of Grace in Sanford  
on Tues, Oct 21 at 10:30am   

An elegant luncheon will be served at 11:00 and  
our guest speaker will be Fr. Julius Milton 

at 12:00pm 

Come and be our guest!   

Please RSVP to Cathy Satkowiak at 989-415-8201. 




