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Celebrating the

Commemoration of all
the Saints who have

gone before us
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Camille VanSickle
Esther Davis
Wilbur Siebert
Ann Marie Graham
Robert Thomas
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Betty Kielpinski
Barb Boulton
Christopher Owens
Steven Davis
Melba Thomas
Susan Stanko
Loretta Kempl
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This weekend, we com-
memorate All Souls’ Day,
when we remember all
the faithful departed who

are either enjoying the perfection of
communion with God and neighbor in
love or in the state of being purified for
the fullness of that heavenly commun-
ion, the state of being that Catholics
refer to as Purgatory. There is a gravi-
tas to this weekend'’s liturgies, contem-
plating the sober, multifaceted reality
of death. The music and mood are
different than any other liturgy during
the liturgical year.

It has been said that all the world’s
philosophies across times and cultures
have been an attempt to wrestle with
this most fundamental fact of human
life: it is finite; each one of us will die.
Peter Kreeft, a philosophy professor
at Boston College (a Catholic Jesuit
university), has written very insightfully
on the topic of the meaning of death in
his book Love is Stronger Than Death.
Dr. Kreeft identifies 5 faces of death
which we all must contend with at
some point in our lives.

e Death as the Enemy. Death is the
most bitter reality of human life. Our
consumerist culture tries to encourage
us to “whistle past the graveyard,”
however, death will eventually take
all those we love from us or take
us from our loved ones. It is not pleas-
ant to think about, but we must have
the courage to face this reality. We
have a saying in the Knights of Colum-
bus, “Memento Mori, Tempus Fugit’
(“Remember Death, Time Flies.”). It is
right that we hate this reality, and as
poet Dylan Thomas wrote, “Do not go
gentle into that good night . . . Rage,
rage against the dying of the light.”
Death is our greatest foe, separating
soul and body and lovers from each
other.

e Death as a Stranger. For all our
technological advancement, death re-
veals how little we truly know. In the
first instance, as Jesus said we know
not the day or the hour of our death.
Also, how much do we truly know for
certain about what is on the other side
of death? For sure, as Catholic Chris-
tians we believe in the existence of the
eternal afterlife (Heaven, Hell, etc.), but
what do we really know about the
experience of these realities? How
are time and eternity related? Do we
go “someplace” when we die? What
does “someplace” mean with no body?

stronger

t han

neither can

There is a reason Shakespeare called
death “the undiscovered country.” We
are made humble before the mystery of
death.

e Death as a Friend. As much as
death is an enemy, it is also a friend.
| once heard a symphony orchestra
conductor on a radio interview define
music as “the interplay between tone
and silence moving through time.”
| had never really thought of that. If
music were just sounds from instru-
ments and voices, it would be an
unruly, irritating cacophony. It is the
interplay of sound and silence gov-
erned by rhythm that gives music its
pleasing order, beauty, and meaning.
Similarly, the finitude that death gives
to life makes each moment that we
breathe unimaginably meaningful and
precious. The reality of death calls us
to appreciate the present moment and
“seize the day” to the fullest.

e Death as a Mother. Using the im-
age of a child in the womb, Dr. Kreeft
compares our entire life in this world to
the experience of a child in utero. The
child in the womb thinks that all exist-
ence is like a 98.6-degree swimming
pool where you are fed directly through
your bellybutton without effort with a
gentle rhythm of a beating heart mark-
ing the time. That's all there is. Sud-
denly, one day you feel a cold breeze
on the top of your head and the next
thing you know someone is slapping
you under bright lights, cutting off your
food supply, and poking and prodding
you. This experience is traumatic, but
you are now born into a bigger, greater
level of existence. We wouldn’t desire
to go back. Similarly, it is through the
trauma of death that we are born to
eternal life, as the prayer attributed to
St. Francis of Assisi states. We think
that this life is all there is, but as St.
Paul wrote, “What no eye has seen,
nor ear heard, nor the human heart
conceived, what God has prepared for
those who love him.” (1 Corinthians
2:9) Our earthly life is but a shadow of
what will be revealed after our deaths.

e Death as a Lover. After the death
and resurrection of Jesus, we can now
experience our human death as an
expression of love. Through the grace
of the Paschal Mystery of Jesus’ com-
passionate suffering, death, and resur-
rection, we now have forgiveness of
our sins and have been made a
“new creation” through Baptism. “Dying
you destroyed our death, rising you
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restored our life!l” Jesus, as the Eternal
Son of God, did not need to suffer and
die, but he did take upon himself even
that part of our human nature. Why?
For no other reason than because
he loves each one of us infinitely.
(Philippians 2:6-10, John 3:16) Jesus
came so that we can share in his abun-
dant, eternal life, united with and in
him. (John 10:10, 15:4) But in order to
share in his eternal life, we must be
united with him in his death. “Unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains but a single grain; but if
it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who
love their life will lose it, and those who
hate their life in this world will keep it
for eternal life.” (John 12:24-25) If our
lives and deaths are lived in commun-
ion with God and neighbor in compas-
sionate love, we will share in Christ’s
glory! (Romans 6:5)

So, while we commemorate All
Souls’ Day in a more somber manner,
our celebration is full of hope for eter-
nal life through Baptism into Christ’'s
death and resurrection! The Jewish
psychiatrist Viktor Frankl, who survived
the concentration camps in World War
Il, wrote in his book Man’s Search for
Meaning, “It did not really matter what
we expected from life, but rather what
life expected from us . . . to think of
ourselves as those who were being
questioned by life—daily and hourly.”
May this liturgical commemoration,
asking us to take a step back from
our daily concerns to contemplate the
meaning of our lives and deaths and to
pray for those who are departed from
us but alive in Christ Jesus who are
being purified to experience the full-
ness of God’s perfect and holy love,
help us to grow in faith, hope, and love
unto eternal life in Christ our Savior.

John
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S, All Souls Day
:fﬁ“‘} “... because | came down from
heaven not to do my own will

but the will of the one who
sent me ...” Luke 6:38
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November 15 & 16 after Mass @ ABVM
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We are so grateful to all those who joined us for our
Awakened series during the month of October.
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DONATE BLOOD

Assumption Knights of Columbus
Council #2141
Blood Drive Location: Holy Grounds

3516 E. Monroe Rd.
Midland, MI

Monday
November

17

1:30 PM - 6:00 PM

APPOINTMENTS PREFERRED
-Call 866-642-5663
-Visit versiti.org/mi

Helpful tip: -Or scan the QR code below

Make sure to eat a
healthy meal and drink
plenty of water before

donating.

*Walk-ins welcome, as schedule allows!
Every 2 seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood

and or platelets. Donating blood takes about an hour
and has the potential to impact up to three lives.

\ // versitr

Blood Center of Michigan

For eligibility questions
please call
866-642-5663

POINSETTIA

Please fill out an envelope indicating:
e Your name

e The name of the person you wish to honor
(to be printed in the bulletin)

« Whether you would like to take a poinsettia
home after the Christmas season

We are requesting donations of $20

Return envelopes to the parish office or
to the donation table at weekend Masses
by November 2

Questions? Contact Jim Renfer at
jim@assumptionmidland.org
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r4 . impact
_LJ_/ £I BIG
RAFFLE

Enter Today!

1st Prize | $10,000 e oo

September 18-November 20

znd prize 52,500 ThErsday Mornings at 10:30 AM
e at Assumption Parish

3rd-6th Prizes $500 $50 Prize (Winner

remains eligible for all
Your participation will help Assumption of the Blessed subsequent drawings!)
Virgin Mary Parish continue to thrive for years to come!
Proceeds from the raffle will provide funding for parish BIG RAFFLE DRAWING
ministries and ensure future growth. Prize Drawing & Reception

Saturday, November 22, 2025
$50/Tlcket Only 1,000 tickets available! 6:00 PM at Assumption Parish

X ' DON’T WAIT TO ENTER!

e Scan the QR code or visit www.AssumptionMary.org
e Purchase at the parish office or weekend Masses
e Call the parish office at 989-631-4447

November 6, 2025 Knights of Columbus

MICHIGAN MARCH FOR L IFE Wood for Warmth Project L
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Assumption Parish Music Ministry & Tri-City Area Musicians Present

Part | + Hallelujah Chorus

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 - 3 PM

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
3516 E Monroe Rd, Midland, MI 48642

FEATURING:
Grace Marra | Thomas Heidenreich orGAN
DIRECTOR David King BAsS

- = Jim Renfer TENOR
Erin Whitfield Jude Renfer ALTO

SOPRANO Chamber orchestra & choir

Community concert - Free will offerings welcome

www.AssumptionMary.org | 989-631-4447




or the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA

ear brothers and sisters in Christ,

On behalf of those entrusted to my care, thank you

and your parish for participating in the National
Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA
(AMS).

The mission of this Archdiocese is to ensure that service
members, Veterans, and their families be able to seek sacramental
preparation for baptism, confirmation, first Communion,
penance, and marriage; to benefit from consultation with a
priest, and to receive the sacrament of penance as they defend
our rights of freedom, speech, and face constant transition and
uncertainty.

If in a position to do so, I ask you to consider in prayer a
donation to help me minister to the 1.8 million faithful
throughout the U.S. and around the globe who serve the nation.

The AMS does not receive financial assistance from the
government or the U.S. Armed Forces, and without parishes,
it cannot receive funds from weekly collections. Its mission is
solely supported by the generosity of donors such as you.

With sentiments of unwavering gratitude, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

L

(The Most Reverend) Timothy P. Broglio, ]J.C.D.
Archbishop for the Military Services, USA

Did You Know?

 Without the AMS there would be no Catholic chaplains.
The AMS is the only Catholic diocese in the United
States responsible for endorsing priests to serve as
military chaplains and for the Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Centers.

* AMS faithful are the men and women serving in the
United States Armed Forces, enrolled in U.S. Military
Academies, undergoing treatment at a Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, working in civilian jobs
for the federal government beyond U.S. borders - and
their families.

* Programs and services readily available in other U.S.
dioceses, and vital to the men, women, and children
served by the AMS, include Evangelization and Catechesis,
Sacramental Records, Tribunal, Vocations, and the pastoral
care of Veterans.

* The AMS Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program is the only
U.S. Vocations Program that provides priests to serve
as military chaplains, and also to serve in parishes and
dioceses across the country that struggle with their own
critical shortage of ministers.

* In 2024, the number of sacraments celebrated for AMS
faithful included 1,450 baptisms, 872 confirmations,
1,127 first Holy Communions, and 143 marriages.
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Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale

Saturday, November 8th
8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Mon., Nov 3™
8am - noon Making Egg Noodles for the Bake Sale

Thurs., Nov 6™
Starting at 9am  Bagging Noodles

Thurs., Nov 6

1pm -4pm Making Chicken Noodle Soup & Sloppy Joes
—K of C Assumption

Fri., Nov 7"

8am —12noon Making Cinnamon Rolls

8am Bake Sale Donations Accepted
9am-11lam Helping with Table Set-up

' Y. \l fg J?* VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
L \RIET

16 i g 4 With the money earned through the Bazaar, for over
i | a4 50 years, our parish has been able to send much need-
g ed funds to other non-profit groups throughout our

community. We usually earn over $6,000 to give away.

WE NEED more
= HELP from
\n EVERYONE!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
RAFFLE — Tickets are on sale in the gathering space, $1 each.
Donations are being accepted.

BAKE SALE — By helping to make noodles or cinnamon rolls or by
making another item to donate to the bake sale. Also helping staff
the table during the Bazaar.

)

Y.
[y W . / \

VENDOR TABLES — By volunteering to help set-up tables and by helping remove all the tables and chairs
after the Bazaar is over.

LuncH = Volunteering in the kitchen during the Bazaar; serving and selling small food and drink items.

There are sign-up sheets in the gathering space.
Thank you. Val Rossi, Bazaar Chair, 989-631-4447

Come and join the fun and festivities!
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