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                   THIRTY-THIRD Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 16, 2025 

See that you not be deceived, 
for many will come in my name, saying, 

'I am he,' and 'The time has come.' 
Do not follow them! 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

An appropriate example of this reori-
entation might be St. Martin of Tours. 
Martin was born in Pannonia (modern-
day Hungary) in the 4th century. His 
father was a Roman soldier, and he 
was made a soldier at the age of 15. 
He served as a soldier in Gaul 
(modern-day France). One day, near 
Amiens, he encountered a poor, al-
most naked man begging for alms.  
As he watched his fellow soldiers  
either ignore the man or look upon him 
with contempt, Martin was moved with 
compassion. He removed his soldier’s 
cloak, cut it in half with his sword, and 
gave it to the man. That night, Martin 
had a dream of Jesus (Martin was not 
yet a Christian) wearing his cloven 
cloak. Martin became a Christian and 
ask to be released from military ser-
vice to his great humiliation in the sight 
of Roman authorities. He devoted his 
life to live apart from others in a life of 
prayer, begging, and almsgiving. How-
ever, his Christlike witness was so 
powerful that others gathered around 

him asking to live the way he did. 
Eventually, he was elected to be the 
bishop of Tours by popular demand, 
against his wish to live a simple life. 
Becoming a bishop did not change 
Martin. He still lived in a simple cell 
and traveled by foot or donkey to visit 
his parishes. While he steadfastly 
taught against the heretical teach- 
ings of his time and place, he was 
known for rejecting ever using violence 
against heretics, instead offering them 
the medicine of mercy. 

Just as St. Martin was called to reori-
ent his thinking and profession to align 
himself with the truth and compassion 
of Jesus, I believe that we are being 
called today to rethink and reorient 
ourselves concerning how we view 
and treat those who struggle under the 
burden of modern-day poverty. As 
Pope Leo recently wrote, “Christians, 
too, on a number of occasions, have 
succumbed to attitudes shaped by 
secular ideologies or political and eco-
nomic approaches that lead to gross 
generalizations and mistaken conclu-
sions. The fact that some dismiss or 
ridicule charitable works, as if they 
were an obsession on the part of a few 
and not the burning heart of the 
Church’s mission, convinces me of  
the need to go back and re-read the 
Gospel, lest we risk replacing it with 
the wisdom of the world.” (On Love for 
the Poor, para. 15) 

One of the major principles of Catho-
lic Social Justice is the preferential 
option for the poor and vulnerable. 
The Compendium of the Social Doc-
trine of the Catholic Church teaches 
that we are called to, “a special form of 
primacy in the exercise of Christian 
charity . . . it affects the life of each 
Christian inasmuch as he or she seeks 
to imitate the life of Christ, but it  
applies equally to our social responsi-

bilities  and hence to our manner of 
living, and to the logical decisions to 
be made concerning the ownership 
and use of goods . . . [we] cannot but 
embrace the immense multitudes of 
the hungry, the needy, the homeless, 
those without health care and, above 
all, those without hope of a better  
future.” (no. 182). This does not mean 
that God loves the poor more than the 
rich. However, it means that God  
always stands with those who have no 
one else to stand with them, thus we 
are called to stand where God stands. 

In March of 1991, the bishop of Sagi-
naw at the time, Bishop Untener,  
decreed that all meetings in the dio-
cese over the course of the next three 
months were to begin with the agenda 
item: “How shall what we are doing 
here affect or involve the poor?” Re-
flecting upon the experience through-
out our diocese, he wrote, “now we 
must see if we will think and act differ-
ently. The true measure of success 
lies in the months and years ahead.”  
In a similar way, as we prepare during 
this Jubilee Year, in the midst of 
layoffs and government shutdown, the 
uncertainty of charitable and govern-
mental assistance to the poor, and  
the predictable Holiday commercialism 
and consumerism, to liturgically cele-
brate for the 2025

th
 time the coming  

of God among us in a poor, humble  
manger, perhaps a fruitful spiritual 
practice would be to ask ourselves in 
our Christmas preparations: “How is 
what I am doing right now affecting or 
involving the poor?” If our Christmas 
preparations allow for a “preferential 
option” for the poor, this Advent/
Christmas Season could be the one to 
transform our lives the way St. Martin’s 
life was transformed by a single act of 
compassionate solidarity with the poor.  

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“Blest are you poor, the reign of God is yours. Blest are you  
who hunger, you shall be filled.” – Luke 6:20-21 

33rd Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

“…Rather, we wanted to present 
ourselves as a model for you, so 

that you might imitate us.”  
-- 2 Thessalonians 3:9 

 

How can you be a model for others? What 
things do you see in others that you do imi-
tate or would like to imitate? Strive to be a 
model of faith that you would be pleased to 
have others see and emulate.  

Join Assumption Parish  
LIVE for the  

Big Raffle drawing  
on Saturday, November 22!  

With parishioners, family, friends, and 
neighbors in the running for a first prize of $10,000, it's a moment you 
won't want to miss! A wine and cheese reception will be held starting at 
5:45 p.m. and we will draw our winners at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome! 

Can't join us in person? The drawing will also be livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel. Visit www.youtube.com/@assumptionmidland/

streams or keep an eye out for the link on our Facebook page. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@assumptionmidland/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@assumptionmidland/streams
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, November 17 
  
 62-63; Lk 18:35-43 

  

 

—————— 

  

 TUES, November 18 
2 Mc 6:18-31 
 Lk 19:1-10 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, November 19 
 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31 
 Lk 19:11-28 

 6:30p  Word & Communion 
Followed by Exposition,   

no Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, November 20 
 1 Mc 2:15-29 
 Lk 19:41-44 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, November 21 
 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59 
 Lk 19:45-48 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, November 22 
1 Mc 6:1-13 
 Lk 20:27-40 

 4:30p  Mass 
Sue Stanko 

  

 SUN, November 23 
 2 Sm 5:1-3 
 Col 1:12-20 
 Lk 23:35-43 

LORD JESUS CHRIST,  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

 9:30a  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

We Remember Our Good and Faithful Servants 
We remember the religious of Assumption Parish who have 
gone on to Eternal Life. May others answer God’s call to  
consecrated life and follow in their footsteps. 

[left to right in order of passing] 
Br. Richard Adamcik, C.I.C.M. 

Dn. Edward Kebblish 
Sr. Mary Julianne Strazanac, R.S.M.  

Mary Waskevich [former Sr. Mary Camille, O.P.] 

Father in heaven, you sent us your only Son to redeem us  
and to build your kingdom on earth. Please give us the wisdom 

and strength we need to follow His call. Grant to the faithful  
a spirit of generosity, that Church vocations may flourish.  
Bless our priests with holiness and courage, that they may  
lead your people to Christ. Help all sisters and brothers to  

fulfill their sacred promises and so be effective signs of your 
kingdom. Lord, invite more men and women to your service.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. (USCCB) 

- This Week - 
Sunday, November 16 
   9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM 
K OF C EGG ROLL SALE 

Monday, November 17 
 1:30 pm Blood Drive 

Tuesday, November 18 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Faith Form Comm Mtg 
 7:00 pm Admin/Finance Mtg 

Wednesday, November 19 
 1:00 pm Book Study 
 6:00 pm Messiah Choir practice 
 6:30 pm Word & Communion 
       followed by Exposition,  
       no Reconciliation  
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting  

Thursday, November 20 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir practice   
National Catholic Youth Conference 

November 20-22 

Friday, November 21 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Saturday, November 22 
 4:30 pm Mass 

BIG RAFFLE DRAWING  
AFTER MASS 

Sunday, November 23 
CHRIST THE KING 
 9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM 

 

Share the hope of Jesus 
with a child in the Midland 
community as you deliver 
a Christmas present and a 
personal message of love 
on behalf of their parent in prison.  Prison 
Fellowship Angel Tree strengthens relation-
ships between incarcerated parents and 
their children through volunteers like you.   

It starts with a gift and opens the door  
for year-round ministry opportunities. 

This is a new program for Assumption Parish.  We are so excited about the  
doors God will open through this exciting opportunity!   

To implement this ministry, we need volunteers to help buy gifts for the children.  
Visit the Prison Fellowship Angel Tree table starting Saturday, November 15th in 
the gathering space to take a tag to purchase a gift or to learn more about the 
program.     

We appreciate your support this holiday season.   

Altar Server Training 
Saturday, November 15, 5:30 p.m. 

Assumption Parish will be hosting a training for all current and pro-
spective Altar Servers on Saturday, November 15, following the 4:30 
Mass. Those who are not currently Altar Servers but have received 

their First Communion and would like to be part of this ministry are also invited 
and encouraged to attend. Pizza dinner will be served at the training! Please con-
tact John Graveline with any questions. 



Youth Ministry 
What’s happening in YM this Sunday, November 16th… 

  

Middle School…Last Sunday the students concluded the lesson on the hierarchy of the church by writing letters to Pope Leo XIV 
with their questions and concerns about the Church. We also had a teaching on the Community of Saints. 
 

From the Treasure Box… 
Incense: In the Gospel of Matthew we read that Magi came and presented Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Frankincense had practical uses at the time but was also burned as incense at the temple in Jerusalem. It was precious and is 
believed to have been a recognition by the Magi that Jesus was THE High Priest. We use incense at Mass on special occasions 
and during funerals. It represents our prayers rising to heaven as we read in Psalm 141. Also during those Masses the altar, the 
priest, the book of the Gospels, the Body and Blood of Jesus and the congregation are incensed as a reminder of the holiness 
and real presence of God found in the Word of God, the Eucharist and in the people gathered. It’s awesome when the priest/
deacon bows to us and blesses us with the incense and then we bow in return. It’s like we are recognizing the holy presence of 
God in one another!!! WOW! Try to recognize the presence of God in each person you meet today. 
 

Bowing, kneeling and genuflecting: As Catholics we pray with our whole bodies. At Mass we make the sign of the cross, genu-
flect, bow, sit, stand, kneel, shake hands, etc. The bowing, kneeling, and genuflecting are postures of honor, a way of saying God 
is higher and more than me. It shows us being humble and reverent before the presence of God. So when do we bow and when 
do we genuflect you ask? If the tabernacle is in the main sanctuary at church, you genuflect before you enter your pew. That is 
not the case at Assumption. The tabernacle is in the back corner to the left of the baptismal font. We  genuflect  towards the 
tabernacle in recognition of the real presence of Jesus. When the tabernacle is not present in the main worship space, then you 
bow in reverence to the altar where we believe heaven and earth touch, where the bread and wine are changed to the Body and 
Blood of Jesus. We bow to the altar, as we receive the Body and Blood of Christ, and during the Nicene Creed. 
 

High School…”One Way” Is the title to this week’s lesson. This session asks the question: Who is Jesus Christ? Depending on 
who you ask, you may get very different answers. This lesson aims to show teens that Jesus is not just another good person from 
history but the only Son of God. By focusing on the titles attributed to Jesus, teens will come to a greater knowledge of who He 
is and be inspired to cling to Him as the source of salvation.  

MAIN POINTS  
1. Though Jesus taught about morality, spoke about God, and desired justice for all people, He is more than just a teacher, 
prophet, or good model. He is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2. Jesus is true God and true man. He is God’s superabundant response to the Fall and the only way we attain eternal life.  
3. By clinging to Jesus and the Church He established, we can experience the salvation and redemption He won for us.  

What is one way your family can help others come to know who Jesus is?  

Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Nov.  16, 23   CFF and CLOW 
 30   No CFF, No CLOW 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 

please contact Wendy Graveline at 
cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.  Watch your email and the 

bulletin for YM news and events! 
 

Nov. 16, 23    YM 
 24  Y2Y  
Nov.  20-23  NCYC 
 30  No YM 
Dec.  7, 14  YM 
 

Confirmation Update 
Confirmation preparation will begin in January 
for all students who are the age of 12 years old, 
as of September 1, 2025, and older, who have 
not yet received the sacrament of Confirmation.  
Letters went out to families last week who have 
a child that turned twelve by September 1st.   

If you have a child who has not received  
the sacrament of Confirmation and did  

not receive a letter, please contact  
Kathy Russell at  989-631-4447 or email 

kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

It’s never too late to register your child(ren) for 
either CFF or YM.  Your children are always wel-
come! Registration is important so we have the 
materials on hand that is needed for the stu-
dents. It also provides us with 
pertinent information… aller-
gies, emergency contact. 
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The annual appeal is the primary opportunity 
for Catholics throughout the Diocese to  
support one another. It is an opportunity to 
offer thanksgiving to God for his abundant 
gifts. The appeal allows the local Church to 
carry out the work of Jesus Christ throughout 
the Diocese and beyond through ministries 
and programs that would not otherwise be 
possible through one individual or parish.  

 

 

More information about Christ’s Mission  
Appeal and a message from Bishop Gruss  
can be found on the diocesan website: 

www.saginaw.org/
appeal. 

You can also contact  
the stewardship and  

development office at  
development@diosag.org  

or 989-797-6679.  
Or scan the QR Code. 

NOVEMBER 
FOOD  

COLLECTION  
MONETARY  

DONATION ONLY 

Again this year, the Midland County 
Emergency Food Pantry Network  
is requesting monetary donations  
to purchase food for families at 
Thanksgiving. They are hoping for 
our help again with this project.  

Donations may be made to  
the parish (please make checks 

payable to Assumption)  
or online no later than  

Sunday, November 23rd.  
Your generosity in helping others 

celebrate Thanksgiving will be  
greatly appreciated! 

Thanksgiving 
Day Mass 

Thanksgiving Day Mass  
will be at 9:00 a.m.  

Please bring your  
food/food baskets  

to be blessed. 
 



Weekly Winners 

September 18th—Sandy Leppek 

September 25th—Paul & Sarah Sery 

October 2nd—Ann Gach 

October 9th—Anne Fitak 

October 16th—Buck Gorges 

October 23rd—Paul Dinh 

October 30th—Bob & Maria Dvorak 

November 6th—Jackie Thorsberg 

November 13th—Herbie Campau 

We are just 
over 40% of the  
way to our goal 

with one week left! 
The proceeds from 
every ticket we sell 

now will directly  
benefit Assumption 

Parish. Help  
our fundraiser  
finish strong! 

 

If every parish family  
sells just 5 tickets, we will  

meet our goal! 
 

If you would like to take home paper 
tickets to sell, please visit the parish  
office or stop by the Big Raffle table at 
Mass this weekend. 

This week our special collection will 
support the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development. More than thir-
ty-eight million people in the United 
States live in poverty. This collection 
supports programs that empower peo-
ple to identify and address the obsta-
cles they face as they work to bring 
permanent and positive change to 
their communities (there is an enve-
lope in your packet or you can give 
online). 

Learn more at www.usccb.org/cchd. 

   Please keep in prayer all youth and adult lead-
ers they journey to Indianapolis, this Thursday, 
for the National Catholic Youth Conference. This 
unique event offers Catholic teenagers a power-
ful encounter with Christ, through prayer, catech-
esis, and community.  
   On Friday morning, Pope Leo XIV will address 
the youth, live, in a digital encounter! This is a 
first for NCYC!! It is sure to be a memorable expe-
rience. 

Youth Participants: Maria DeSantis, Brynn Haddad, Roman DeSantis,  
Dawson Lavender, Addison Duling, Isabelle Mier, Samantha Edick,  

Anya Stachowiak, Danielle Folkenroth, Ben, Elizabeth and Rina Graveline 

Adult Leaders: Melissa Kato and Kathy Russell 
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Mary  
Hayden 

Nov 19th / 94 yrs 

Robert 
Wishowski 

Nov 20th / 90 yrs 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS TO HOMEBOUND 
    It’s that time of year when we begin to review our list of those to whom we would like to bring a little joy into 
their lives by delivering flowers for the holidays. If you know of someone who is homebound or if you would like 
to represent the parish by delivering flowers to someone, please call the parish office before noon on Monday, 
December 8. 

GIFT CARDS 
    If you know of any parishioners needing a little help this Christmas season, please call the parish office with 
the following information: your name, the name of the person/family you are recommending, their address and 
phone number, along with the number of adults and children in the family. We do have money allotted for gift 
cards. Please call the office before noon on Monday, December 8. 

SHARING TREE 
    Once again, we are partnering with the Salvation Army and United Way of Midland in 
the Sharing Tree program to provide gifts to girls & boys, teens, women & men in our 
community who are struggling. Christmas trees are located in the gathering space. Please 
stop by and take a tag, shop, and return the gift per the instructions on the tag; gifts need 
to be returned to the parish by Wednesday, November 26th and can be placed by the 
sharing tree. 

Mary  
Steger 

Nov 10th / 89 yrs 

Now Hiring:  
Parish Business  
Manager Sacred 
Heart Parish –  

Mt. Pleasant, MI  
This is a full-time, salaried 
position. Key responsibili-
ties:  

 

To apply:  
Send a letter of interest, 

resume, and references to: 
mszymczak@sha.net  

SUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 

21st 
 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

ASSUMPTION 
CHURCH 
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Thank you all for your contin-
ued support of our Youth Ministry program!!  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org or scan the QR Code. 

Weekend Offerings 
November 8/9, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,357 
$2,694 

Donations ............................... $0 
      Weekend Total .......... $6,051 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($3,180) 

November 1-9, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $10,335 
Online Giving $6,412 
Donations ........................ $1,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $17,997 
Weekly Goal .................. $18,462 
Overage/(Shortfall) .......... ($465)  

Knights of Columbus 




