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Weekend Liturgical Schedule

Saturday:4:30 p.m.
Sunday:9:30 a.m.

Exposition/Reconciliation:
Wednesdays 7:158:15 p.m.

Mass from Assumption is LIVE
streamed at our SUNDAY Mass, so
keep an eye out for our Flocknote; you
can also check out our Facebook page
and website for a link.

See inside the bulletin for the weekday
schedule of worship services.

How To Contact Us

Office Hours: Mon - Thurs / 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m.,
Fridays / 8:30 a.m.—noon

Parish Office: 989-631-4447

Fax: 989-835-9722

Email: Assumption@AssumptionMidland.org
Website: www.AssumptionMary.org

Parish Staff

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline,
Email:john@assumptionmidland.org

Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary,
Email: rfilary@diosag.org

Office Manager: Sandy Martinski,

Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,
Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org

Chil drenés Faith For
Wendy Graveline,
Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer,
Email:jim@assumptionmidland.org
Office Professionals:
Val Rossi,
Email:val@assumptionmidland.org
Rachelle Boyer,
Email:rachelle@assumptionmidland.org
Evangelization Liaison:Anna Martin,
Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill,
Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org
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Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish

3516 E. Monroe Rd.
Midland, Ml 48642-8824

November 23, 2025

Inherit the
Kingdom
prepared for
you from the

foundation of

the world.

Matthew 25:335

Come, you who
are blessed by
my Father.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to s
geries, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to pleg
contact the parish office. Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you o
family member is ill, homebound or hospitalized.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Please know that the church doors will be opened froft30am i 3:30pm,

Mon thru Thursif anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/

Eroerour Director of Parish Bife

iPrai se [ God] with sound of trumpet, praise him wjth
praise him with strings and pipes. O praise himjlwit
of cymbal s. Let everything that IoiRreasl mn@5br&at he
Today we celebrate the | our recent community concerts, including | that there were many court composers
last Sunday of the liturgical | this Christmas’ ecumenical outreach offer- | in the classical form whose music was
year, the Solemnity of Our | ing of Handel's Messiah. The beautiful | pedestrian (there was only one Mozart!).
Lord Jesus Christ, King of | tradition of sacred hymnody, a staple of | Many hymns were maudlin, either in their
the Universe. We still have | our parish’s repertoire, blended profound | poetry or music. The “good stuff’ has
a little over a month of this Jubilee Year of | original poetry to music meant to be | tended to stand the test of time. The com-
2025. This year has been marked by Jubi- | accessible for the entire assembly to sing. | positions of those eras that we still sing
lee celebrations almost every week asking | In the post-Vatican Il era (1965-present), | tend to be the “best of the best.” Time has
us to celebrate, consider the meaning, | we have seen an increase in sacred | begun to sort out which contemporary
and raise in prayer various aspects of | music composed to nourish the faith of | worship music will endure, but we are still
human life and Church life. This week, we | the people of our time. Many of these | living through the present era. The cream
celebrate the Jubilee of Choirs. You may | have been rooted in cultural and ethnic | will eventually rise to the top.
remember that in February we celebrated | traditions (Spirituals), folk music, popular By far, the greatest emphasis that Vati-
the Jubilee of Artists and that in May we | music (contemporary Christian praise & | can Il expressed is that everything in the
celebrated the Jubilee of Musical Bands. | worship), and reincorporation and reimag- | liturgy facilitate the full and active partic-
What makes this Jubilee different? ining of the music of the musical forms of | ipation of the faithful. Good liturgy is
Vatican II's document on the liturgy | previous eras. While Vatican Il reaffirmed | liturgy in which we grow in deeper com-
which changed so much about the ways | the traditional importance of the organ in | munion with God and neighbor in love.
Catholics worship and celebrate the sac- | liturgical worship, it “approves of all forms | When we are gathered together for Mass,
raments devoted an entire chapter to sa- | of true art which have the requisite quali- | we enter into the mystery of God’s work of
cred music. It begins the chapter by stat- | ties and admits them into divine worship.” | redemption through our attention (listening
ing, “the musical tradition of the universal | All instruments and musical art that can | carefully to the Scriptures and liturgical
Church is a treasure of inestimable value, | glorify God and sanctify us is appropriate. | prayers), our strong vocal responses and
greater even of that of any other art. The | We see this expressed eloquently in the | intentional bodily gestures, and through
main reason for this pre-eminence is that, | Psalms. our singing. The point is not to be great
as a combination of sacred music and The unavoidable question when consid- | at singing, but to praise our great God
words, it forms a necessary or integral | ering any contemplation of music is the | though the gift of sacred music. If you
part of the solemn liturgy.” The document | question of taste. While everyone enjoys | aren't familiar with the song or melody,
also informs us of the twofold purpose | music, people’s taste in what they consid- [ hum along while contemplating the words
of sacred music: to give glory to God | er edifying music can be wide and deep. | until you become comfortable. Sacred
and to form us in holiness. (Constitution | Some parishes have tried to address this | music is not a liturgical “time out” but an
on the Sacred Liturgy, no. 112) issue with “themed” Masses each week: | integral part of the liturgy where we will
The musical treasures of sacred music, | early Sunday “traditional” Mass, Sunday | harvest the spiritual fruit to the degree that
both ancient and new, have nourished the | evening youth or “folk” Masses, etc. I'm | we intentionally and actively cultivate the
faith of generations. Vatican Il reminded | personally not a fan of this solution. | think | seed of faith in our hearts. Nothing touch-
us that in Roman Catholicism Gregorian | that it is best for parishes to offer a wide | es the heart and shapes the soul the way
chant is especially suited to the liturgy. | selection of music at every Mass, utilizing | that music does.
We keep this tradition alive at Assumption | the treasures of Church’s musical tradi- | would like to thank Jim Renfer, Fr.
by using chant settings for the songs at | tions, both ancient and contemporary. Not | Rick, and all our choir, musicians, and
Mass that never change (Holy Holy Holy, | everything will appeal to everyone, but | music ministry volunteers for enriching our
Lamb of God, etc.) during Advent and | there should be something to assist every- | parish liturgies with beauty and spirituality
Lent. Our music ministers have also | one to deeper, prayerful connection to | by sharing your talents! Since this Sunday
begun to chant the Entrance and Com- | the liturgical action while at the same | is the Global Celebration of Young People
munion Antiphons before the Opening | time everyone to grow a little beyond their | and our youth are returning from partici-
and Communion Songs. Polyphonic music | personal comfort zone, which is one of | pating in the National Catholic Youth
is also esteemed by the Church, but in | the most valuable things about living and | Conference in Indianapolis, I want to
the Renaissance period it considered too | worshiping in community. especially thank our younger parishioners
influenced by the popular music of its Another issue is that, objectively, the | who share their musical gifts with the
time. The most well-known composer of | music and words of sacred music can | parish community! This Saturday, we also
that era is Giovanni de Palestrina. Earlier | vary greatly in musical or theological qual- | celebrate the Memorial of St. Cecila,
this year, some churches celebrated the | ity. This seems especially true of contem- | patroness of music and musicians. Under
600" anniversary of his birth by using his | porary sacred music. However, we recog- | her patronage and intercession, may we
music at Mass and hosting special con- | nize that there was a lot of monotonous, | as a parish always “go rejoicing to the
certs. Likewise, the Classical-music period | boring chant and polyphony when those | house of the Lord!”
gave us beautiful sacred music. We have | genres were being developed. Anyone John
tried to keep that tradition alive through | who has watched Amadeus has an insight
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Celebrating Youth and Young Adults
in Local Catholic Communities
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If you have any questions about either CFF please contact: Kathy Russell (kathyr@assumptionmidland.org)
or YM please contact Kathy or Wendy.
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Fandel's O fessias
Sponsorship Opportunity

Assumption Parish’s sacred concert series aims to bring professional-grade performances of
great sacred works of music into church settings for the community to enjoy. Joininas a
sponsor to help present Handel's masterpiece just in time for Christmas!

Sponsorship Levels:

$50 “Shepherd” Sponsor
¢ Included in program

$100 “Angel” Sponsor
¢ Included in program
¢ Acknowledged on social media

Come Join Us!

Concert held Sunday,
December 21, at 3:00 PM at
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish

Featuring:

* Thomas Heidenreich, organ
* David King, bass

.. * Jim Renfer, tenor Directed by
$200 Sponsor-A-Musician « Jude Renfer, alto erace Mo
» Listed in program with musician * Erin Whitfield, soprano
« Acknowledged on social media *hamberorchestia R cho
¢ Announced at concert Free will offerings welcome

Interested in supporting the concert?

Donations must be received by Friday, December 12

To become a sponsor, please visit the parish office or call 989-631-4447.
For more information about our concert series, scan the QR code or contact
Jim Renfer, Director of Music Ministry, at im@assumptionmidland.org
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' NOV
& THURSDAY 27 12:00-2:00PM
ST.BRIGID PARISH HALL
130 W.LARKINST
¢

% You are invited! <%
A traditional Thanksgiving Dinner is prepared by parishioners of
St. Brigid of Kildare Catholic Church for the hungry, alone and

those in need in our Midland Community.

5e

If you are unable to attend, delivery to the homebound and
takeout will be offered. Delivered and Takeout meals will be
cold and in need of re-heating.

&1
é"“ To request a meal delivery, arrange for takeout, or to make a®
reservation to dine with us, please call the Parish Office at (989)

835-7121 ext. 31 before 10:00 am Monday November 24th

Chsists | Ctussion
APPEAL

Christ’s Mission Appeal 2025-26 has begun
throughout the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw.
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Please prayerfully consider your gift to this
year’s Christ’s Mission Appeal.
We currently have donations and pledges of
543,323 toward our financial goal of $80,951.
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Assumption
CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS
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FHandel's SUNDAY,
o DECEMBER
21st

) at 3:00 p.m.
Part | + Hallelujah Chorus

ASSUMPTION
FEATURING: CHURCH
Grace Marra | Thomas Heidenreich orGaN
DIRECTOR David King ass Community Concert

. — Jim Renfer TENOR
Erin Whitfield Jude Renfer ALTO

Free will offerings
SOPRANO Chamber orchestra & choir

welcome

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY PARISH, MIDLAND, MICHIGAN e PHONE: 989-631-4447
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~ Assumption Church ()
2025 Bazaar Thank You ) K

Thank you once again for everyone’s help and support for this huge fundraising effort Through your
volunteering and commitment, we have had another very successful year, raising over $5,000 to distribute to people
and organizations who will in turn help many more people. We are helping to do God’s work!

| especially would like to thank the following chair people for their organizational part of the Bazaar, as well as all those
who volunteered their time. Val Rossi, Bazaar Chair
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Raftfle Prizes and Winner's
2025 Bazaar Raffle — A special thank you to everyone who donated raffle prizes this year.
Thank you also to those who volunteered to help sell tickets, especially Cheryl Witzke, Kathy Curtis and Brenda Gordert.

Raffle Prize: Donated By: Winner: Raffle Prize: Donated By: Winner:
King size quilt Marilyn Zank Kay Pnacek Wooden Basket Parishioner Mai Nguyen
$100.00 Cash Raffle Matt Rinehart Cutting Board Ann Gaydos Kristin Flanagan
$50.00 Cash Parishioner Ruth Babinski Baby Quilt-Cats Parishioner Mary Morrison
Baby quilt Wood Lily Things Janice Sczepanski Ceramic Bowl Parishioner Marcia Schneider
Afghan Teresa Sommer Pat Kosick Chocolate Pro Ann Gaydos Sarah Sery
Iris Picture Ruth Babinski Jolene Dobrzelewski Glasses & Pitcher Parishioner Karen Collins
Watercolor Pic. Ann DeAgazio Val Rossi 2 metal pitchers  Parishioner Louise Simpson
Watercolor Pic. Ann DeAgazio Bridget Smith Wooden Bowl Roe & Lon Baker Gregory Rossi
Cutting Board Ann Gaydos Joe & Ann Schoren Avon Basket Don Murphy Roe Baker
Big Basket—Wine, Self-Cure Basket  Linda Yoder Ann Krzyzaniak
birdhouse, misc. Brenda Gordert Martha Shaver Dental Supplies Linda Yoder
Note Cards Vendor Jane Labby Candle Ann Gaydos Kristin Flanagan
2 ceramic dip containers Jerry Lukowski Notepad Pouch Vendor Rochelle Boyer
Janice Sczepanski

Pouch with key ring

WWW.ASSUMPTIOWMIARY.ORG Q EASFOF CHRISTTHEKING, NOVEMBER23, 2025



Assumption Parish Children’s Faith Formation Presents

essons /4 Caro

Monday, December 15+ 6 PM

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
3516 E. Monroe Rd, Midland, MI 48642

Celebrate the joy of Christmas! Reception with
Come join us for a special refreshments to follow
evening of Scripture and song Hosted by Knights of
that all ages will enjoy. Columbus Council #2141

Freewill offerings of nonperishable food items are welcome to
benefit local families in need

« §

‘! Winner of the 2024 Assumption Knights of
Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas”
Artwork by Martha Bloch W Poster Contest, Ages 8-10

www.AssumptionMary.org | 989-631-4447
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