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Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to sur-
geries, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please 
contact the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a 
family member is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 7:30am — 3:30pm, 
Mon thru Thurs if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.  

November 30, 2025            

  FIRST SUNDAY 

of
 Advent 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

  Today we celebrate 
both Thanksgiving weekend and the 
First Sunday of Advent, the begin-
ning of the liturgical year 2026. 

Over the past liturgical year, we 
have mostly heard the Gospel of 
Luke proclaimed at Mass. The main 
key to understanding the message  
of Luke’s Gospel is his emphasis  
on the necessity of humility to un-
derstanding Jesus—his birth, his 
preaching and ministry, and his 
death and resurrection. Therefore, if 
we want to follow in his footsteps as 
his disciples, we can only do so by 
following his example of humble, 
obedient service. Mary exemplifies 
this humble obedience when the  
angel Gabriel asked her to become 
the mother of the Savior. "Behold, I 
am the handmaid of the Lord. May it 
be done to me according to your 
word." (Luke 1:38) We see the hum-
ble obedience of Jesus most clearly 
in his acceptance of his Cross.  
“He humbled himself, becoming  
obedient to death, even death on a 
cross. Because of this, God greatly 
exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name.”  
(Philippians 2:8-9) 

Two attitudes that can block Chris-
tian humility are when we believe 
that our ideas or plans are better 
than God’s wise plan and when we 
believe that we can save ourselves 
through worldly education or putting 
our trust in political leaders or ideolo-
gies. The former attitude can lead us 
to become obsessed with control 
and safety. In Luke’s sequel to his 
Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, he 
demonstrates the amazing fruitful-
ness that can happen when Chris-
tians open themselves completely to 
the wisdom and power of the Holy 
Spirit. The first Christians were not 
overly preoccupied with their safety 
but became ready to put their lives 
and deaths to the service of God’s  
mission. The latter attitude can tempt 
us to use coercive means to achieve 
our good ends. If we believe that  
human salvation comes from our 
own wisdom or willpower (which we 

rigorously impose on ourselves or on 
others), we subtly make ourselves 
into our own saviors who do not 
need the grace of God. We may  
ultimately lose patience with the  
gentle work of the Holy Spirit and 
become the monsters that we are 
trying to oppose. 

The attitudes that can deepen our 
Christian humility are the openheart-
ed receptiveness and gratitude that 
are at the root of authentic steward-
ship. When we cultivate the attitude 
that everything is God’s good gift, 
God’s grace can begin to transform 
our lives. We move from a mind- 
set of acquisition, consumption, and 
scarcity toward one of thanksgiving, 
development, and sharing. Our 
thanksgiving displaces us out of the 
competitive “rat race” where there is 
no such thing as “enough” and into a 
peaceful kingdom where we find  
satisfaction in God’s loving care for 
ourselves and our world, working in 
communion with all people to bring 
about integral fulfilment for all of 
God’s people and creation. This is 
why taking time out this holiday 
weekend to cultivate thanksgiving  
is so important for each of us per-
sonally, for us as a parish, and for us 
as a nation. 

Putting this attitude into practice, I 
must recognize with gratitude all the 
blessings of this past year. God has 
blessed this parish family abundant-
ly, and I give praise and thanks to 
God for his loving care for us. I also 
thank each of you. Together, we 
have stewarded God’s gifts to fruitful 
increase, striving in prayer and labor  
to discern the Holy Spirit’s plan  
for us and to follow it. We have  
begun many new initiatives aimed  
at inviting people to enter into a 
deeper relationship with God in our 
parish community (evangelization). I 
am grateful for our parish staff, who 
pour themselves out in humble ser-
vice to God’s people. Please thank 
our dedicated staff members when 
you see them. I am so grateful to our  
volunteers, who have dedicated so 
much time and talent to inviting all 
who encounter our parish into a 
deeper communion of love with God 
and neighbor. I am grateful to every-
one who has supported our parish 
and our charitable outreach minis-
tries financially over the past year.  
In God’s hands, your gifts have defi-
nitely been multiplied to bless many, 
many people over the past year!  
I truly feel that every day is a gift 
here at Assumption. 

As we begin our new liturgical year 
today and prepare for the culmina-
tion of this Jubilee Year of Hope at 
Christmas, may we take the experi-
ences and lessons of the past year 
and bring a renewed attitude of  
humility and thanksgiving to what-
ever mission the Holy Spirit will lead  
us into in the year to come! 

                                John 
 
        

From our Director of Parish Life 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to God, bless God’s name. For the Lord is  

good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his  
faithfulness to all generations.” – Psalm 100:4-5 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day  
your Lord will come.” Matthew 24:42  

 

It is easy to fall into a mindset that we can take care of things tomor-
row or the next day – or next week or next month. We may tell ourselves that 
we will become more involved in our parish or we will give more for the poor or 
volunteer for those in need sometime soon. It is also easy to become accus-
tomed to our daily lives, our surroundings, our family, our church, our friends, 
our workplace, our colleagues and on and on as things and people who will  
always be there. There may not be more days and circumstances can change in 
an instant. Be alert, take action and live in gratitude today – now. 

“I thank God every time I remember 
you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of 

you, because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now.” 

– Philippians 1:3-4 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, December 1 
 Is 4:2-6 
 Mt 8:5-11 

  

 

—————— 

  

 TUES, December 2 
Is 11:1-10 
 Lk 10:21-24 

 8:00a  Mass—Raymond Babinski 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, December 3 
 Is 25:6-10a 
 Mt 15:29-37 

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition   

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, December 4 
 Is 26:1-6 
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, December 5 
 Is 29:17-24 
 Mt 9:27-31 

 8:00a  Mass—Del  & Joyce  
Brubaker / 72nd Anniversary 

 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, December 6 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26 
 Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

 4:30p  Mass 
Sue Stanko 

  

 SUN, December 7 
 Is 11:1-10 
 Rm 15:4-9 
 Mt 3:1-12 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 
 2:00p  Communal Reconciliation 

  

 

 
 

  

We give thanks for Fr. Andrzej Boroch, pastor 
at St. Peter Parish in Chesaning and at St. 
Cyril Parish in Bannister and pray for him in 
his ministry to the faithful. Fr. Andrzej grew 
up near Lublin in Poland and was ordained a 
priest in May 1995. He served for five years 
in a parish in Warsaw before “love of Christ 

and a missionary spirit” brought him to America. After serving 
in the Diocese of Saginaw for almost 20 years, Fr. Andrzej was 
welcomed at St. Rita Parish, West Allis, WI, in 2020. Following 
his service at St. Theresa Parish and at St. Bernadette Parish in 
the Diocese of Phoenix in Arizona, he returned to the Diocese 
of Saginaw in 2024. 

Learn more about vocations at https://saginaw.org/vocations. 
Loving God, the provider of all our needs, we, Your faithful people, 
ask that You bless this parish and our Diocese with an increase of 

men and women for priestly and committed ministry. Provide from 
among us those who will lead and work with us in priestly and  
consecrated service. As You call, so may You also provide the  

context for listening so that they may respond with generosity and 
joy. Form our hearts so that we may be a people given to Gospel 

living and generous for Christian service. Help us all to discern  
and pursue our vocation in life with strength and courage, making 
of us a priestly people. We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

the priest and servant of our hearts. Amen. (USCCB) 

- This Week - 
Sunday, November 30 
FIRST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 
 9:30 am Mass 
No CLOW, No CFF, No YM 

Tuesday, December 2 
 7:30 am Open Door in Kitchen 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Pastoral Council Mtg 

Wednesday, December 3 
 10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 1:00 pm Book Study 
 6:00 pm Messiah Choir practice 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition  
       and Reconciliation  
 7:30 pm K of C Exemplification 

Thursday, December 4 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir practice   

Friday, December 5 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Saturday, December 6 
 4:30 pm Mass 

Sunday, December 7 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM 
 2:00 pm  
 

 

Sunday, December 7th Monday, December 8th 

6:45am Blessed Sacrament  
8:00am Saint Brigid  

 (school Mass) 
9:00am Our Lady of Grace,  

 Sanford 
12:05pm     Saint Brigid  
7:00pm Assumption BVM 
7:00pm Our Lady of Grace,  

 Sanford 

https://saginaw.org/vocations


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Nov.  30   No CFF, No CLOW 
Dec.  7, 14   CFF and CLOW 
 21, 28   No CFF, No CLOW 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 
please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.  Watch your email and the 

bulletin for YM news and events! 
 

Nov.  30 No YM (Happy Thanksgiving) 
Dec.  7, 14 YM 
  13-15 Exam snack bag drop-off 
  21, 28 No YM (Merry Christmas) 
 

Confirmation Update 
Confirmation preparation will begin in January 
for all students who are the age of 12 years old, 
as of September 1, 2025, and older, who have 
not yet received the sacrament of Confirmation.  
Letters went out to families last week who have 
a child that turned twelve by September 1st.   

If you have a child who has not received  
the sacrament of Confirmation and did  

not receive a letter, please contact  
Kathy Russell at 989-631-4447 or email 

kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

It’s never too late to register your 
child(ren) for either CFF or YM.  

Your children are always welcome! 
Scan the QR code to register.  

CHILDREN’S  
WORSHIP BAGS  

Just a reminder that we have Children’s Wor-
ship Bags available for families with little ones 
that that are too young to understand Mass 
yet. Please be considerate and take only one 
bag per family.  There are a variety of materi-
als in each bag for your children to share. 
Please check to see you have returned all ma-
terials to the bag and place it back on the 
shelf as you leave Mass.  

If you have any comments  
or suggestions for the bags,  

please send them to  
cff@assumptionmidland.org. 

I hope your family and littles enjoy the bags!   
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The annual appeal is the primary opportunity 
for Catholics throughout the Diocese to  
support one another. It is an opportunity to 
offer thanksgiving to God for his abundant 
gifts. The appeal allows the local Church to 
carry out the work of Jesus Christ throughout 
the Diocese and beyond through ministries 
and programs that would not otherwise be 
possible through one individual or parish.  

 

 

More information about Christ’s Mission  
Appeal and a message from Bishop Gruss  
can be found on the diocesan website: 

www.saginaw.org/
appeal. 

You can also contact  
the stewardship and  

development office at  
development@diosag.org  

or 989-797-6679.  
Or scan the QR Code. 

 
 



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS TO HOMEBOUND 
    It’s that time of year when we begin to review our list of those to whom we would like to bring a little joy into 
their lives by delivering flowers for the holidays. If you know of someone who is homebound or if you would like 
to represent the parish by delivering flowers to someone, please call the parish office before noon on Monday, 
December 8. 

GIFT CARDS 
    If you know of any parishioners needing a little help this Christmas season, please call the parish office with 
the following information: your name, the name of the person/family you are recommending, their address and 
phone number, along with the number of adults and children in the family. We do have money allotted for gift 
cards. Please call the office before noon on Monday, December 8. 

CHRIST RENEWS FOR MEN 
SAVE the DATE! 

God has given us many graces and wants us  
to share them with others to bring them to 

Him.  He will hold us accountable to share our faith with 
others.  Christ Renews weekend is a time to draw others  
to God and share those graces. We know we should pay 
more attention to our relationship with God, and this is 
your chance! Christ Renews is about men supporting men 
in faith.   

Please consider breaking out of the routine and  
attending the Christ Renews weekend at  

Blessed Sacrament on March 7 and 8, 2026.   
There will be no strangers there,  

just friends you have not yet met.  
More information in future announcements! 

Thank you to everyone for their kind support  
and warm wishes at the Assumption Craft show.   

I always so enjoyed that show.  So many folks would 
come and share reactions after they sent the cards. 

What precious memories. 

 Thank you again, Kayanne Pnacek 

Join us for coffee and donuts  
after 9:30 am Mass! 
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Men of Music’s  

“Wonderful Peace”  

WHERE:  Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman St. 

WHEN: Sunday, December 7th  
Matinee -- 2pm & Evening -- 7pm 

WHY:  Bring seasonal good cheer to the community 
with men singing four-part harmony  

Concerts are FREE Admission and the  
freewill offering benefits the Midland County  

Food Assistance Network 
  

(formerly the Midland County  
Emergency Food Pantry Network) 

Little Blue Books 
for Advent  
Advent begins  

this weekend which 
means it’s time for the  

Advent little books.  

You can receive the daily re-
flections through email or text 
by signing up on Flocknote.  

Go to https://mid- 
landabvm.flocknote.com/

AdventLittleBook to sign up 
and receive daily readings. 

If you have received them in  
the past, you will continue to 
receive them. Any questions, 

please contact the office. 

https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook



