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Bulletin Deadlines 
If you need to have something in the bulletin for the following 
weekends, please email sandym@assumptionmidland.org by:  

noon on Mon, December 8 for the December 14 bulletin 
noon on Thurs, December 11 for the December 21 bulletin 
4pm on Mon, December 15 for the December 28 bulletin 

4pm on Wed, December 17 for the January 4 bulletin 

Thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   Last week, Pope Leo 
made the first Apostolic 
Journey of his pontifi-
cate when he visited 
Türkiye to commemo-

rate the 1700th anniversary of the Coun-
cil of Nicaea, which is now called İznik. 
From that Council came the beginnings 
of the Nicene Creed which we profess 
at Mass every weekend. He used this 
opportunity to plea for peace and to 
emphasize unity, both between Chris-
tians and between Christians and be-
lievers of non-Christian religions, calling 
all people “to walk together by appreci-
ating what unites us, breaking down the 
walls of prejudice and mistrust, promot-
ing mutual knowledge and esteem in 
order to give to all a strong message of 
hope.” 

As we commemorate this anniver-
sary, it may be a good opportunity to 
ask, “why do we have a creed?” Creeds 
began as statements of faith that were 
made in the midst of the liturgical as-
sembly immediately before baptism. As 
time went on, some people were teach-
ing things about God and Jesus that 
could not be supported by the entirety 
of Scripture. Therefore, these profes-
sions of faith over time became more 
theologically sophisticated to counter-
act these heresies, eventually becom-
ing outgrowths of Ecumenical Councils. 
In the case of the Nicene Creed, many 
of its statements directly address the 
popular-at-the-time and false teachings 
of Arius, a priest in Alexandria.  

Usually, when we recite the Nicene 
Creed at Mass (although sometimes we 
use the Apostles’ Creed or the question 
and response format), we do so after 
hearing the Word of God proclaimed in 
the context of the Liturgy of the Word. 
We call this the Profession of Faith. 
Faith is always our response to hearing 
God’s revelation. We listen to the Word, 
we ponder it, and we profess it in  
our words and deeds. This is why our 
Profession of Faith at Mass should be 
thoughtful and robust. In Pope Leo’s 
recent Apostolic Letter on this anniver-
sary, he invites us to let the Creed 
question us, “What does God mean  
to me and how do I bear witness to  
my faith in him? Is the one and only 
God truly the Lord of my life, or do  
I have idols that I place before God  
and his commandments? Is God for me 
the living God, close to me in every 

situation, the Father to whom I turn with 
filial trust? Is he the Creator to whom I 
owe everything I am and have, whose 
mark I can find in every creature? Am I 
willing to share the goods of the earth, 
which belong to everyone, in a just  
and equitable manner? How do I treat  
creation, the work of his hands? Do I 
exploit and destroy it, or do I use it with 
reverence and gratitude, caring for and 
cultivating it as the common home of 
humanity?” 

What is it that we profess belief in 
when we recite the Creed? The 
“outline” of the Creed highlights the 
most central beliefs of Christians: the 
Trinity, the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, the redeeming power of his  
Passion, Death, and Resurrection, the 
necessity of the Church, and our  
expectant hope of eternal life. “The 
Church never ceases to proclaim her 
faith in one only God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 152) The core of the Creed 
is our faith in Jesus Christ. This is  
symbolized in the manner in which we 
bow during the lines, “by the Holy Spirit 
[Jesus Christ] was incarnate of the  
Virgin Mary and became man.” In their 
recent commentary on the Nicene 
Creed, Drs. Jared Ortiz and Daniel A. 
Keating explain it thus, “we can also—
in our own way—seek to imitate the 
great humility of the Word.” The Word 
became flesh and dwelled among us. 
(John 1:14) Just as the Son of God  
descended to become human and  
descended to wash the feet of his  
disciples, Jesus descended to become 
the victim of human sin and violence 
through his Cross. If we unite ourselves 
with the humble “attitude of Christ,” 
then we will share in his being raised to 
glory. (Philippians 2:5-11)    

Finally, our profession of the Creed is 

symbolic of our unity. “Faith is a per-
sonal act—the free response of the 
human person to the initiative of God 
who reveals himself. But faith is not an 
isolated act. No one can believe alone, 
just as no one can live alone. You have 
not given yourself faith as you have not 
given yourself life. The believer has 
received faith from others and should 
hand it on to others. Our love for Jesus 
and our neighbor impels us to speak to 
others about our faith. Each believer is 
thus a link in a great chain of believers. 
I cannot believe without being carried 
by the faith of others, and by my faith  
I help support others in the faith.”  
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
166) Faith is at once intimately person-
al and expansively communal. The  
Nicene Creed in Greek begins, “We 
believe,” and the Nicene Creed in Latin 
begins, “I believe.” Both are true at the 
same time. 

May this commemoration be for us  
an opportunity to reflect on what we 
believe and why we believe it. May our 
Profession of Faith each week at Mass 
give evidence to our deepest convic-
tions. May we heed Pope Leo’s call to 
live in greater unity with our fellow 
Christians (most Christian denomina-
tions also recognize and profess the 
Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds) and 
peace with all people, whatever their 
beliefs. As he says in his Apostolic  
Letter, “Wars have been fought, and 
people have been killed, persecuted 
and discriminated against in the name 
of God.” Let our faith and our Creed 
proclaim a God who is love and mercy, 
who heals and saves, and who invites 
all people into an intimate, eternal  
communion of love, compassion, and 
peace. 

                                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“I handed on to you first of all what I myself received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with  
the Scriptures; that he was buried and, in accordance with the Scriptures, rose on the third day . . .  

this is what we preach and this is what you believed.” – 1 Corinthians 15:3-4,11 

Second Sunday of Advent 

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit will  
be cut down and thrown into the fire.” Matthew 3:10  

 

Take time to examine your ‘good fruit’ and how you use it. Do you use 
your good fruit – that is all of your gifts of time, treasure and talent --   
to help others and build God’s kingdom on earth or do use your time with  
mundane activities and your treasure on things that go unused. Do you share 
your talents with your parish or for helping those in need? Advent is a good time 
to look deeply at these questions and determine ways to use more of your good 
fruit for Jesus. 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, December 8 
 

 

 7:00p  Immaculate Conception  
           Mass 

  

 TUES, December 9 
Is 40:1-11 
 Mt 18:12-14 

 8:00a  Mass—Susan Barta 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, December 10 
 Is 40:25-31 
 Mt 11:28-30 

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition   

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, December 11 
 Is 41:13-20 
 Mt 11:11-15 

 8:00a  Mass—Debbie Sharp 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, December 12 
 Zech 2:14-17 
 Lk 1:26-38  

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, December 13 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass—Robert Myers 

  

 SUN, December 14 
 Is 35:1-6a, 10 
 Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

V is for Vocation:  
Fr. George I. Amos 

We give thanks for Fr. George Amos, paro-
chial administrator of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish in Caseville, and we pray for him 
in his ministry to the faithful. Ordained in 
2001, Fr. George is from Nigeria where he 
has served as parochial vicar, pastor and 

chancellor. He came to the United States in 2014 with his 
bishop’s blessing to continue his studies. He has been at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish since 2002. 

Learn more about vocations at  
https://saginaw.org/vocations. 

Loving God, You speak to us and nourish us through the  
life of this Church community. In the name of Jesus, we ask 

You to send Your Spirit to us so that men and women among 
us, young and old, will respond to Your call to service and 
leadership in the Church. We pray especially, in our day,  
for those who hear Your invitation to be a priest, sister,  
or brother. May those who are opening their hearts and 

minds to Your call be encouraged and strengthened  
through our enthusiasm in Your service. Amen. (USCCB) 

- This Week - 
Sunday, December 7 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM Adoration/XLT 
Coffee and Donuts after Mass 
 2:00 pm
Monday, December 8 
Stitch and Prayer Mtg / Christmas Lunch 
 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 9 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Christian Service Mtg 
Wednesday, December 10 
 1:00 pm Book Study 
 6:00 pm Messiah Choir practice 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition  
  and Reconciliation  
Thursday, December 11 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 6:00 pm Liturgy Meeting 
 7:00 pm Choir practice   
Friday, December 12 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Saturday, December 13 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Men’s Faith Study after Rosary 
 4:30 pm Mass 
Sunday, December 14 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM Christmas Event 

Sunday, December 7th Monday, December 8th 

6:45am Blessed Sacrament  
8:00am Saint Brigid  

 (school Mass) 
9:00am Our Lady of Grace,  

 Sanford 
12:05pm     Saint Brigid  
7:00pm Assumption BVM 
7:00pm Our Lady of Grace,  

 Sanford 

https://saginaw.org/vocations


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Dec.  7, 14   CFF and CLOW 
 21, 28   No CFF, No CLOW 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please 

contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.  Watch your email and the 

bulletin for YM news and events! 
 

Dec.  7, 14 YM 
  13-15 Exam snack bag drop-off 
  21, 28 No YM (Merry Christmas) 
 

Confirmation preparation will begin January 7th 
for all students who are the age of 12 years old, 
as of September 1, 2025, and older, who have 
not yet received the sacrament of Confirmation.  
Letters went out to families in October who 
have a child that turned twelve by Sept 1st.   

If you have a child who has not received  
the sacrament of Confirmation and did  

not receive a letter, please contact  
Kathy Russell at 989-631-4447 or email 

kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

Youth Ministry 
What’s happening in YM this Sunday, December 7th 

It’s never too late to register your 
child(ren) for either CFF or YM.  

Your children are always welcome! 
Scan the QR code to register.  
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The annual appeal is the primary opportunity 
for Catholics throughout the Diocese to  
support one another. It is an opportunity to 
offer thanksgiving to God for his abundant 
gifts. The appeal allows the local Church to 
carry out the work of Jesus Christ throughout 
the Diocese and beyond through ministries 
and programs that would not otherwise be 
possible through one individual or parish.  

 

 

More information about Christ’s Mission  
Appeal and a message from Bishop Gruss  
can be found on the diocesan website: 

www.saginaw.org/
appeal. 

You can also contact  
the stewardship and  

development office at  
development@diosag.org  

or 989-797-6679.  
Or scan the QR Code. 

 
 



Welcome Our  
Newest Members 

On Sunday, November 
23rd, Marc Tarkington 
was received into the  

Full Communion of the 
Catholic Church, was  

confirmed, and received 
his first Communion. 

Marc and his wife, Lisa, 
were married here at 
Assumption in 2023.  

 

At the same Mass, their son  
Lucas was baptized. 

Congratulations!

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS TO HOMEBOUND 
    It’s that time of year when we begin to review our list of those to whom we would like to bring a little joy into 
their lives by delivering flowers for the holidays. If you know of someone who is homebound or if you would like 
to represent the parish by delivering flowers to someone, please call the parish office before noon on Monday, 
December 8. 

GIFT CARDS 
    If you know of any parishioners needing a little help this Christmas season, please call the parish office with 
the following information: your name, the name of the person/family you are recommending, their address and 
phone number, along with the number of adults and children in the family. We do have money allotted for gift 
cards. Please call the office before noon on Monday, December 8. 

CHRIST RENEWS FOR MEN 
SAVE the DATE! 

God has given us many graces and wants us to share 
them with others to bring them to Him.  He will hold 
us accountable to share our faith with others.  Christ 

Renews weekend is a time to draw others to God and share those 
graces. We know we should pay more attention to our relationship 
with God, and this is your chance! Christ Renews is about men sup-
porting men in faith.   

 
There will be no strangers there, just friends you have  

not yet met. More information in future announcements! 

Little Blue Books  
for Advent  

You can receive the daily reflec-
tions through email or text by signing up on 
Flocknote. Or you may pick up a hard copy 
in the gathering space. 

Go to https://midland-
abvm.flocknote.com/AdventLittleBook  
to sign up and receive daily readings. 

Any questions, please contact the office. 

END OF THE YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS 
   If you wish your contributions or stock checks to be posted to 2025, please make sure they reach the 

parish office by Monday, December 29, 2025 (or in the collection for Dec 27/28).   
Contributions received after that date will be posted to 2026.  

   Statements will be made available for everyone as soon as the postings for Dec 31 are complete. 
Please call the parish office if you would like a copy of your statement or sign up in the gathering space.  Watch the 
bulletin for more details.  Thank you for your stewardship giving! 

Warmest Christmas 
greetings to all the  

parishioners of Assumption Parish  
from the Stitch and Prayer group!  

May your holiday season be filled  
with God’s Blessings.   

Our December 22nd Stitch and Chat  
session has been cancelled so each of us 
can continue our preparations for Christ-
mas, including baking cookies for Santa.  

Our next Stitch and Prayer meeting  
will take place January 12, 2026, at  
Assumption, beginning at 9:45 am.  

We welcome new members! 

https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
https://midlandabvm.flocknote.com/BlackBook
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It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Men of Music’s  

“Wonderful Peace”  

WHERE:  Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman St. 

WHEN: Sunday, December 7th  
Matinee -- 2pm & Evening -- 7pm 

WHY:  Bring seasonal good cheer to the community 
with men singing four-part harmony  

Concerts are FREE Admission and the  
freewill offering benefits the Midland County  

Food Assistance Network 
  

(formerly the Midland County  
Emergency Food Pantry Network) 

If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

Weekend Offerings 
November 22/23, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,620 
$1,342 

Donations ........................ $1,000 
      Weekend Total .......... $5,962 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($3,269) 

November 29/30, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,667 

$1,735 
Donations ............................... $0 
      Weekend Total .......... $5,402 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($3,829) 




