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                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom into the synagogue  
on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the passage where it was written: ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me; therefore, he has anointed me. 

He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, recovery of sight to the  
blind and release to prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the Lord.’” – Luke 4:16-19 

Third Sunday of Advent 

“You too must be patient.  Make you hearts firm,  
because the coming of the Lord is at hand.” James 5:8 

Very often waiting is difficult. We live in a world where information is 
given and received in an instant; packages can be ordered one day 

and delivered the next; and we are accustomed to things being done to accom-
modate our schedules. But God’s will for us doesn’t always fit into our fast-
paced and instant lives. His plan for how He wants us to use the gifts He has  
given to us very likely will take some time – God’s time. Spending time with God 
in prayer helps to reveal and understand what He wants from us.   
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, December 15 
 Num 24: 2-7, 15-17a 
 Mt 21:23-27 

 
—————— 

  

 TUES, December 16 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 
 Mt 21:28-32 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, December 17 
 Gen 49:2, 8-10 
 Mt 1:1-17 

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition   

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, December 18 
 Jer 23:5-8 
 Mt 1:18-25 

 8:00a  Mass—Sue Stanko 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, December 19 
 Jdg 13:2-7, 24-25a 
 Lk 1:5-25 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, December 20 
Is 7:10-14 
 Lk 1:26-38 

 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass 

Miguel Tapia 

  

 SUN, December 21 
 Is 7:10-14 
 Rm 1:1-7 
 Mt 1:18-24 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

V is for Vocation: Fr. Nicholas F. Coffaro 
We give thanks for Fr. Nick Coffaro, pastor 
of Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish in  
Bay City since July 2023, and we pray for 
him in his duties to the parish faithful. Born 
and raised in the Cleveland, OH, area, Fr. 
Nick attended Catholic University of Lublin 
in Poland, Borromeo College Seminary in 
Cleveland, and SS. Cyril & Methodius  

Seminary in Orchard Lake, MI. Ordained in 2008, he served 
as pastor of Prince of Peace Parish in Linwood prior to his  
current pastorship.  

- This Week - 
Sunday, December 14 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30 am Mass 
CLOW, CFF, YM Christmas Event 

Monday, December 15 
 6:00 pm Lessons & Carols

Tuesday, December 16 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Faith Form Comm Mtg 
 7:00 pm Admin/Finance Mtg 

Wednesday, December 17 
 1:00 pm Book Study 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition  
  and Reconciliation  
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 
Thursday, December 18 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir practice   

Friday, December 19 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 5:30 pm Movie Night 
 6:00 pm Messiah Dress Rehearsal  
Saturday, December 20 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Men’s Faith Study after Rosary 
10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 4:30 pm Mass 
FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND 
Sunday, December 21 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9:30 am Mass 
FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND 
 3:00 pm Handel's Messiah Concert 
 
 

Our Assumption  
2026  

Calendars  
are in the  

gathering space  
—pick up a copy 

END OF THE YEAR  
CONTRIBUTIONS 

If you wish your contributions or stock checks to 
be posted to 2025, please make sure they reach the 
parish office by Monday, December 29, 2025 (or in 
the collection for Dec 27/28).   

Contributions received after that date  
will be posted to 2026.  

Statements will be made available for everyone 
as soon as the postings for Dec 31 are complete. 
Please call the parish office if you would like a 
copy of your statement or sign-up in the gathering 
space.  Watch the bulletin for more details.   

Thank you for your stewardship giving! 

https://saginaw.org/vocations


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Dec.  14   CFF and CLOW 
 21, 28   No CFF, No CLOW 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 
please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.  Watch your email and the 

bulletin for YM news and events! 
 

Dec.  14 YM-Christmas Parties 
  13-15 Exam snack bag drop-off 
  21, 28 No YM (Merry Christmas) 
Jan.      4 No YM (Happy New Year) 
 11, 18, 25 YM 
 7, 14, 21, 28 Confirmation (@ABVM 6:15-8 pm) 
 

Confirmation preparation will begin January 7th 
for all students who are the age of 12 years old, 
as of September 1, 2025, and older, who have 
not yet received the sacrament of Confirmation.  
Letters went out to families in October who 
have a child that turned twelve by Sept 1st.   

If you have a child who has not received  
the sacrament of Confirmation and did  

not receive a letter, please contact  
Kathy Russell at 989-631-4447 or email 

kathyr@assumptionmidland.org. 

Youth Ministry 
Middle School & High School 

 

Both groups will celebrate Christmas this Sunday.  Middle School will 
be ice skating at the ice arena...check your email for registration and 
time!! High School will celebrate at Blessed Sacrament at our regular 
scheduled time. All are welcome!  
 

Snack Packs:  Exam snack bags will be delivered to the homes of both 
Middle & High School students on Monday & Tuesday! Be sure to check 
your front porches! 
 

From the Treasure Box… 
The Incarnation: The baby Jesus doll in the box represents baby Jesus, 
but do we ever really take time to think about what it means that our 
all powerful, all knowing, all forgiving, all loving God decided to come 
and live with us as a human being; and NOT as a big and powerful King, 
but as a little tiny baby? God chose to be with us and experience life 
like we do. Jesus was human in all ways but sin. But even Jesus strug-
gled with the hard things that happened to Him, and when the hard 
things did happen, He prayed that God’s will be done, not His. What 
are some difficult things that are happening in your lives right now? As 
a family offer these to God by praying an Our Father being particularly 
mindful that when we pray we say the words, “thy will be done” just 
like Jesus did. 

It’s never too late to register your child(ren)  
for either CFF or YM.  Your children are always 

welcome! Scan the QR code to register.  

Youth Ministry 
Last Sunday we spent some quiet time prepar-
ing our hearts for Christmas by spending time 
with Jesus in Adoration. Thank you to Fr. Rob, 
Anya Stachowiak, a HS student who gave a  
witness talk on prayer, and Kristyn Russell who 
led us in praise and worship music. 
 

One of our 6th graders said of his experience in 
Adoration…”I felt it was the first time I truly 
connected with God.”  

“When you look at the Crucifix, you under-
stand how much Jesus loved you then. 

When you look at the Sacred Host you un-
derstand how much Jesus loves you now.” 

~St. Teresa of Calcutta 
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The annual appeal is the primary opportunity 
for Catholics throughout the Diocese to  
support one another. It is an opportunity to 
offer thanksgiving to God for his abundant 
gifts. The appeal allows the local Church to 
carry out the work of Jesus Christ throughout 
the Diocese and beyond through ministries 
and programs that would not otherwise be 
possible through one individual or parish.  

 

 

More information about Christ’s Mission  
Appeal and a message from Bishop Gruss  
can be found on the diocesan website: 

www.saginaw.org/
appeal. 

You can also contact  
the stewardship and  

development office at  
development@diosag.org  

or 989-797-6679.  
Or scan the QR Code. 

 
 



Warmest Christmas greetings to all 
the parishioners of Assumption Parish from 

the Stitch and Prayer group!  
May your holiday season be filled with God’s Blessings.   

Our December 22nd Stitch and Chat session has been  
cancelled so each of us can continue our preparations for 

Christmas, including baking cookies for Santa.  

Our next Stitch and Prayer meeting will take place  
January 12, 2026, at Assumption, beginning at 9:45 am.  

We welcome new members! 

Happy 90th Birthday 
Mary Anne Chritz 
Wednesday, December 17th 

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 

   The Christmas Eve liturgy will include prelude 
music starting at 4:00pm (with Mass at 4:30pm).  
   The Christmas Day liturgy will include prelude 
music starting at 9:00am (with Mass at 9:30am).  

 

Everyone is invited to bring a jingle bell with  
them to the Christmas Eve or Christmas Day  
Mass to ring during the GLORIA - there will  
be some bells available at church if needed. 

 

Please come and actively participate in our Christmas  
liturgies to make them a festive celebration as we  

rejoice in the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

FOOD  
PANTRY 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

Christmas Eve 
4:30pm (prelude 4pm) 

Christmas Day 
9:30am (prelude 9am) 

Invite your family and friends  
to celebrate the birth of our Savior! 

Assumption Parish Celebrates  

25th Anniversary of New Church 

25 years ago, a new chapter began in the history of  
Assumption Parish. After long months of loving labor, the 
people of Assumption finished the construction of our  
current church: a new and larger worship space built to 
welcome a growing population and meet the parish's 
needs in the new millennium. 
   The last Mass in our previous worship space (now Holy 
Grounds) took place on December 17, 2000. Following the 
Mass, the Holy Eucharist was transferred in procession 
from the old church to the new church. The first Mass in 
the new worship space was celebrated just a few days  
later on Saturday, December 23. With over 1,000 people 
in attendance, the crowd overflowed into the gathering 
space (which was part of the former church), creating a 
bridge between the old and new. 
   In May of 2026, we will mark the 25th anniversary of the 
dedication of the new church. Stay tuned for more details 
as we prepare to celebrate this milestone! 
 

Photos from the Construction of the New Church: 
 

(Baptismal 
font:)  
Lawrence 
Bartos and  
his crew 
wheel in the 
baptismal 
font through 
the south  
side entrance. 

(Crucifix:)  
A crew raises 
the cross for 

installation  
behind the  

altar. 
 
 
 

(Crane:) A crane swings one of the enormous church 
beams into position. The crane was rented for 14 hours! 







 

Thank you all for your contin-
ued support of our Youth Ministry program!!  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Weekend Offerings 
December 6/7, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $5,916 
$4,055 

Donations ........................ $5,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $15,221 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $5,990 

Month of November 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $21,483 
Online Giving $11,953 
Donations ...................... $14,250 
      Weekend Total ........ $47,686 
Weekly Goal .................. $46,155 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $1,531 

Family Movie Night 
Friday, December 19 • 6 PM 
Assumption Holy Grounds 

Join us for a FREE evening with a family-friendly Christ-
mas movie & treats! Don your favorite Christmas jam-
mies, grab your stuffie and a blanket, and let's kick off 
Christmas break together! 

Religious Retirement Fund Collection  
Your gift to the Religious Retirement Fund helps to 
provide funds for medications, nursing care, and more. 
Show your thanks for the prayerful service of elderly 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests by 
giving generously to this special collection.  There is an 
envelope in your packet or you can give online on our 
website, or go to: www.osvhub.com/assumptionmary/
giving/funds. 

Visit www.retiredreligious.org for more details. 

St. Brigid Catholic School  
Kindergarten Open House 

Come discover the difference a Catholic,  
classical education can make for your child.  

January 13th / 6:00 PM 
RSVP to amitus@stbrigid-midland.org by January 9th.  

http://www.retiredreligious.org/
mailto:amitus@stbrigid-midland.org



