Weekend Liturgical Schedule
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 9:30 am

See inside the bulletin for the
weekday schedule of worship services.

Mass from Assumption is LIVE
streamed at our SUNDAY Mass, so
keep an eye out for our Flocknote;
you can also check out our Facebook
page and website for a link.

Exposition/Reconciliation:
Wednesdays 7:15-8:30 p.m.

How To Contact Us
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs, 8:30 am—4:00 pm

Fri, 8:30 am—12noon
Parish Office: 989-631-4447

Fax: 989-835-9722

Email:
assumption@assumptionmidland.org
Website:
www.AssumptionMary.org

Parish Staff
Director of Parish Life: John Graveline,
Email: john@assumptionmidland.org
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary,
Email: rfilary@diosag.org
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski,
Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,
Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org
Children’s Faith Formation:
Wendy Graveline,

Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer,

Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org
Office Professionals:
Val Rossi,

Email: val@assumptionmidland.org
Rachelle Boyer,

Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin,

Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org
Maintenance: Brad Hill,

Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org

Let the

KING

Of Glory Come

Bulletin Deadline

4pm on Mon, December 15

for the December 28 bulletin

4pm on Wed, December 17
for the January 4 bulletin
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/

We are just a week
and a half away from the crowning jewel
of the Jubilee Year of Hope, the liturgical
celebration of Jesus’ birth at Bethlehem
2025 years ago! Over the past year, we
have commemorated this anniversary
through the various Jubilee Days high-
lighting various aspects of community,
both within the Church and in civic
society. The model of our Jubilee cele-
bration comes from the beautiful Jewish
concept of Jubilee as found in the
Scriptures. Central to Jubilee is the for-
giveness of debts and release of prison-
ers and slaves. Therefore, it is most
fitting that as this Jubilee Year comes to
its culmination, we celebrate the Jubilee
of Prisoners this weekend.

Over the Thanksgiving break, my
daughter and | watched the powerful
movie Just Mercy on Netflix. Based on
real events, the movie centers on the
work of Bryan Stevenson, the lawyer
who founded the Equal Rights Institute,
which works toward “ending mass
incarceration and excessive punishment
in the United States, challenging racial
and economic injustice, and protecting
basic human rights for the most vulnera-
ble people in American society.” In the
movie, he worked toward saving the
lives of inmates sentenced to the death
penalty. Over the course of the film,
it becomes apparent that one of the
inmates was innocent of the crime for
which he was sentenced to death. Other
inmates had admitted to their crimes, but
Bryan continued to try to save their lives
because of his belief that “each of us
is more than the worst thing we've ever
done.” The movie had a very Christian
Pro-Life message.

The Jubilee that Jesus states that he
was sent to proclaim includes liberty to
captives and release of prisoners. While
always compassionately keeping in our
care the victims of violence and crime
and always encouraging accountability,
repentance, restitution, and penitential
practices, Jesus calls us to never “give
up” on prisoners, whether the punish-
ment that they are suffering is justified or
not. Even though those who have com-
mitted grave injustices have grievously
wounded their victims and loved ones
and warped their own character, they
cannot destroy their own beloved status
as an image of God, which is the basis of
all human dignity. One of the purposes of
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nd release to prisoners, tobLakeaoBhdié al|ye
criminal punishment is as “an instrument | invitation to join our Advent and Christ-
for the correction of the offender.” | mas services (Lessons & Carols, Han-
(Compendium of the Social Doctrine of | del's Messiah concert, Christmas Eve
the Church, no. 403) As disciples of | and Christmas Day Masses, etc.). It's not
Jesus, we never lose faith in the power | just about the material gift, but also the
of conscience or lose hope for repent- | gift of inclusion in a community of faith
ance, redemption, and rehabilitation. | that values them and their unique contri-
(Luke 23:39-43) bution. This is truly the work of Jubilee!
One example of what God can do Finally, we always realize that Jesus’
though the gift of Grace is the conversion | Jubilee is first of all the promise of
of Chuck Colson. Colson had served as | forgiveness and freedom from sin
a key political advisor to President Nixon | through the reconciliation of his
during the Watergate scandal. He has | Cross and Resurrection. We celebrat-
been described as “an evil man” and the | €d a very moving Midland Area Catholic
President’s “hatchet man.” He is reported | Community Communal = Reconciliation
to have even suggested firebombing [ service here at Assumption last Sunday
some of President Nixon's enemies. He | afternoon, in which we gathered to
was the first member of the Nixon admin- | “prepare the way of the Lord” by seeking
istration to be imprisoned for his part | the Grace of the Sacrament of Reconcili-
in the Watergate scandal. While serving | ation. This is the most appropriate way to
his punishment in federal prison, he be- | prepare our hearts for this Jubilee Christ-
came a committed disciple of Jesus and | mas. We have one more opportunity for
became very involved in advocacy for | the Individual Celebration of the Sacra-
better conditions for inmates and more | ment of Reconciliation before Christmas,
effort toward facilitating prisoner rehabili- | this Wednesday evening, December 17,
tation. In 1976, he founded Prison Fel- [ 7:15-8:15 p.m. Other local parishes are
lowship, which is now “the nation's larg- | also offering opportunities to receive this
est outreach to prisoners, ex-prisoners, | Sacrament as well. Also, the Cathedral
and their families.” He led this Prison | in Saginaw is offering a final opportunity
Fellowship for 35 years, and President | to receive a Jubilee indulgence this
George W. Bush presented the Presi- | Tuesday evening at 7:00 when Bishop
dential Citizens Medal to him in 2008. Gruss will preside at a Holy Hour for
In preparation for this Jubilee Christ- | Vocations. . .
mas, Assumption Parish was asked As we quickly approach this Jubilee
by the diocese to partner with Prison | Christmas, may Jesus—for whom there
Fellowship to support their Angel Tree | Was no room in the inns of Bethlehem—
ministry. Parishioners Paul and Sarah find room in our hearts to do his Jubilee
Sery stepped up to lead this initiative, | work of freedom, renewal, reconciliation,
and | am happy to report the enthusiastic | and healing in us and through us, so that
response from parishioners. This Christ- | his light of love and compassion may
mas, 10 local families (18 children) | radiate from our parish to bring new life
whose loved one is incarcerated this | to our Larkin/Midland community! May
Holiday season will receive a Christmas | you all have a blessed Jubilee Christ-
gift from their loved one through your | mas!
generosity. They will also receive a Bible John
appropriate to their age and a personal
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Please note that if the Midland Public Schools are closed or on
delay, weekday morning and evening Mass is cancelled!

to You, "Speak Lord, for Your servant is listening." We ask this
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. Amen. (USCCB)
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KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Poster Contest KRR A
Download entry form
with the QR code J

APPEAL

«+.OR ...
Christ’s Mission Appeal 2025-26 has begun

Pick up an entry form at throughout the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw.

the Circle in the Gathering

Space in December ¢KS I }/y-dZ| f I LILIS I+ € Aa |
FT2NJ / FdK2t A0&a G KNRdzA|
adzLILR NI 2y S | y20iKSNW

by ey Decas | 20SNI GKEyla3ABAYI 02
IADaAP ¢KS | LIISHE | ff2
OF NNEB 2dzi GKS g2N) 27

Children can submit 6KS 5A20Sa4S IyR o0Sez2y

multiple entries! FYR LINPINIYE GKIG g2d

L2aaArAofS GKNRdzZAK 2y S |

Oy 68 FT2dzyR 2y (KS

f:;:’s“tg‘t’;ex;’c‘:;’:w Please prayerfully consider your gift to this
Kriights of Columbus Circle or Parish Office year’s Christ’s Mission Appeal.
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ponsore y 3 .
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All boys and girls in grades Kindergarten through 8th grade are invited to
take part in the Knights of Columbus Keep Christ in Christmas poster
contest. This contest is a fun and easy way to help children focus on the true
meaning of Christmas!

By engaging the talents of our youth, we hope they will come to a
deeper understanding of the true meaning of Christmas, and that their
artwork will bring others to remember Christ in Christmas.

There are $25 awards for the winners in each age group!

Handels SUNDAY,
@ DECEMBER
21st
at 3:00 p.m.

Part | + Hallelujah Chorus ASSUMPTION
CHURCH

Community Concert

Free will offerings
welcome

FEATURING:

Grace Marra | Thomas Heidenreich orean

DIRECTOR David King BAss

= o Jim Renfer TENOR
Erin Whitfield Jude Renfer ALTO

SOPRANO Chamber orchestra & choir
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Endowment Honors Knights’ Legacy

When brothers John and Mike Leen first met with Kristin Smith, Executive Director of the Catholic Community
Foundation, in February 2025, they knew their prayers had been answered. As members of Knights of
Columbus Council #4693 in Sandusky, John and Mike knew their Knights’ Hall was becoming too expensive to
maintain and needed to be sold. But how could the sale continue the Knights’ charitable mission?

In the end, Kristin helped them set up the new Knights of Columbus Endowment for Vocations. Selling the Hall
was, as John says, a vehicle to help the Knights generate charity. “The money in the endowment can be used
regardless of whether there’s membership in Council #4693 or not,” said John. Now, their initial contribution of
$125,000 is protected in perpetuity—and will carry on the ministry of Knights Council #4693 and honor their
legacy. “That’s nothing short of a miracle,” John said.

The Leen brothers knew that selling the hall was a complex decision for Council #4693. Many of the Knights
consider the Council’s legacy to be personal. Growing up, the Leen brothers went to church with a tight-knit
community of Knights. Their own father was a former Grand Knight and one of the Council’s earliest members.
John knew right away that the money should be used for something that would last.

Council #4693 wanted to give the money to the Catholic church, but they also wanted to do more than make a
one-time donation. “We should put it into something that will benefit the growth of the Catholic faith for years
to come,” Mike said, “without us having to touch it.” John began researching different ways to protect the
money, keep it local, and grow the Catholic faith.

That’s when John came across the Catholic Community Foundation through the Diocesan website. “It’s just
strange that we ended up back at the Catholic Community Foundation,” said Mike, who served as a board
member in 2021. “It just makes all kinds of sense to have the money directed and funneled to the Catholic
Community Foundation where it will be protected forever by a board.”

John and Mike decided to call Executive Director Kristin Smith to see how the money could be used. “In ten
seconds, she convinced me of our idea,” said John. “We told her, “We want to grow the faith.”” Mike and John’s
dedication to honoring the legacy of the Knights and growing the Catholic faith fit perfectly with Kristin’s
suggestion to support the growth of vocations.

The Leen brothers know a bit about finding a vocation through their journey to becoming Knights. Many
parishioners of St. Joseph’s (now Holy Family Parish in Sandusky) were Knights when John and Mike were
growing up.

Continued ——>
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Scan the QR

34l codeto Cath@lic COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

*..3{',',!1': follow our

; ’&'1% Facebook page!

Maureen Becker - President

Bob Miller - Vice President

Dcn. Bob Sasiela - Treasurer

Joe Day - Secretary

Bishop Robert Gruss - Ex officio

Fr. Bill Rutkowski - Liaison to
the Bishop

Ruth Buko

Debra Gunn - new member!

Hector Malacara

Mike Shabluk - returning member!

Decn. Rick Warner

Rob Warner

Alan Watson

Our Staff

Kristin Smith - Executive Director
Sandy Zondlak - Finance Manager

Chad Cook - Endowment &
Database Manager

Grace Giroux - Communications &
Development Specialist

2025 Quarter-At-A-Glan

December 17, 4:00 p.m.
Advent Gathering
Center for Ministry
5802 Weiss Street
Saginaw, M1 48603

December 24
Foundation offices close

January 5
Foundation offices open

OF MID-MICHIGAN

Endowment (continued)

After church one Sunday, Knight Dick LeGault told Mike that John
was planning on joining the Knights at the Monday night meeting.
When Mike and John got home, Mike asked John if he really planned
to join. John said he hadn’t made any commitments, but the next night,
the brothers went to the meeting.

It wasn’t until another John—a friend named John Guttowski—entered
the building that the Leen brothers realized Dick LeGault misled them
on purpose—or as John says jokingly, how Dick “conned us into
becoming members.” Nevertheless, Mike and John decided to join.
“How else are we going to do charity on our own?” asked John. “We
could join and do charity as a group.”

John and Mike credit Knights like Dick LeGault for inspiring them
to be part of the Council. Dick and his wife Bev are one of the
reasons Council #4693 felt obligated to use the money from the sale
in a way that would last. “When the money came out of the sale, it
was the responsibility of the current members to do something that
would mean something to the whole council—years past and current
members,” said Mike.

That’s why the Leen brothers and the Knights Council #4693 worked
with the Catholic Community Foundation to fill a critical need with the
new Endowment for Vocations. “There’s a shortage of priests,” says
John. “We need to support parish priests through promotion, attraction,
and having an actual recruiter out there.”

In the future, John and Mike hope the fund grows to the point that a
dedicated Vocations Director could be supported to work full-time
throughout the Diocese.

“It’s a lofty goal,” said Mike. “But many hands make light work. Lots
of Knights of Columbus Councils in our Diocese support seminarians.
Why not support vocations more?”

To make a donation to the Knights of
Columbus Endowment for Vocations,
scan the code or visit www.ccfmm.org.

To leave a legacy gift through your
will, please contact Executive Director,
Kristin Smith, at 989.303.9201 or
kristin.smith@ccfmm.org.
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St. Brigid Catholic School
Kindergarten Open House
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I the parish office at 989-631-4447.
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Let’s craft
your future.
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Michael Gavin CFP®
Senior Vice President,
Financial Advisor
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Family Owned
Family Operated
Family Service

832-3743

2370 N. EASTMAN RD.
MIDLAND

catholicmatch’

Michigan

and ASSOCIATES PLC

1605 ASHMAN ST.
MIDLAND
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midlandallergyclinic.com
(989) 631-1010

Richard J. Horbal, M.D., P.C.
Alexander A. Horbal, D.O,, P.L.C.
MIDLAND ALLERGY CLINIC

555 W. Wackerly, Ste. 2675
Midland, Michigan 48640

W

TobpD M. GAMBRELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Practicing in Wils,

www.gambrelllaw.com
989.631.7626

athan M. Horbal, D.O.P.L.C.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

T 2
a



http://www.retiredreligious.org/
mailto:amitus@stbrigid-midland.org

989.832.8780
Midlsnd Mall (6300 Eestmas Ave.)

Modern NAILER (115 W Weckerly)
Rcariwwtk ﬂzﬁllFREE(m walue)

P

Stolz-Smith
Financial Consulting Group
CONNECTED WITH YOU

%ﬁ'@m %‘)(\C‘(- AQE EJ a

: Agent: [ e
! ™ E \

Froviding lnsorence
51108 Eastaan Ave RSt
989 631-SSN
wmw&m\ﬂ .....

989-631-6760

L0 s Wi wap o SRy

r\‘ﬂ'\'jm u 1 L/th/]m]
Y Chlicion - 8355668
AutpGlascism 83541415

NOYAX BROTHERS

LANDSCAPING

X\}‘ ‘/ \}

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

WﬁIE' itk
\}‘\]Dw @Va

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
1200 V. VWiseeker Strecr * §31-225%
W waresmithwoolever.conn

i

Global
Catholic

EWTN | &7

To buy or sell 989-631-1855

murphyavon@charter.net / ¢

www.youravon.com/cmurphyc

Dennis J. Taylor, CFP®

Financial Advisor
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KITCHENS & BATHS - WINDOWS - ROOFING - BASEMENT REMODELING
SIDING - CLOSETS - DECKS & PATIOS - FIREPLACE
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Home Visits & Drop Off Services
Wireless Networking §

Virus & Malware Removal

Online Backup |

Computer Sales r

NMES MARONEY - Parishioner
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