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   The Jubilee Year 
comes to a close this 
Sunday, the Feast of 
the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, when Bishop 
Gruss presides at the Closing Mass at 
the Cathedral of Mary of the Assump-
tion in Saginaw. This week, we will mark 
New Year’s Day by celebrating the  
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God. It seems like a good time to look 
back with grateful hearts over the bless-
ings and opportunities of the closing 
Jubilee Year and to look forward, asking 
ourselves how this experience of Jubi-
lee has changed us for the better and 
what steps God may be calling us to 
take to keep the joy and hope of Christ’s 
Jubilee alive in our hearts going forward 
into the new year, both for ourselves 
personally and for the families, house-
holds, and church in which we are 
members. 

Families come in all forms and sizes. 
We rightfully place emphasis on the 
Sacrament of Matrimony and the good 
of the spouses and of the children to 
which it is ordered. (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 1660) However, 
we always keep in mind single parents, 
and those who are living by themselves, 
with extended family, or with friends. 
Our families also include grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, foster children, 
nieces and nephews—some whom we 
live with and some whom live far away. 
Whatever form our families and house-
holds take, Jesus is calling us to always 
grow in love in the midst of our current 
circumstances. We also remember that 
“No one is without a family in this world: 
the Church is a home and family for 
everyone, especially those who labor 
and are heavy laden.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 1658)  

Here are some suggestions that I 
would like to offer your family or house-
hold to consider as we enter the calen-
dar year 2026: 
•  Make the commitment to worship 
at Eucharist every weekend this year. 
In his book, First Things First, author 
Stephen Covey encourages readers to 
let their lives be guided by their inner 
compass, not the clock, calendar, or 
immediate (seemingly urgent) tasks. 
Our principles determine and calibrate 
our inner compass. Because they are 
principles (“first things”), they are not 
“sometimes” things, but our deepest 
beliefs converted to consistent actions, 
which over time have the power to 
transform us. If indeed as Catholics, 

“the Eucharist is the source and summit 
of the Christian life,” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 1324) it is our first 
principle of faith that sets our inner com-
pass as disciples of Jesus. Often, when 
weekly Mass becomes a “sometimes” 
thing it becomes a “rare” thing, just like 
when physical exercise becomes a 
sometimes thing it becomes a rare 
thing. This commitment takes a firm 
decision and building the consistent 
habit. Usually, we will not see the 
“gains” overnight; but over time, we will 
be transformed, personally and as a 
family. 
•  Pray for each other and with each 
other each day. How often do we take 
a few minutes out of our day to con-
sciously pray for each other (spouses 
for each other, (grand)parents for their 
(grand)children, for our extended family, 
for our friends)? How often do we pray 
with them? I am so grateful for our  
Millions of Monicas prayer ministry, 
where women gather weekly to pray for 
their children, grandchildren, godchil-
dren! Household prayer can be gather-
ing for a few simple prayers (Lord’s 
Prayer, etc.) or a family/neighborhood 
rosary. It can also be a 5–10-minute 
Examen prayer (I have copies of the 
format if you would like one) of gratitude 
and mindfulness or reading that day’s 
Gospel before family dinner. One pa-
rishioner recently mentioned that her 
and her husband decided for a year to 
turn off the nightly news and instead 
spend that half hour in prayer and Bible 
study. Capuchin priest Martin Pable 
wrote in his book Prayer: A Practical 
Guide that prayer is any communication 
where we attend to the presence of God 
in us and around us. 
•  Build each other up through posi-
tive and encouraging language. So 
often, we begin to take the people  
closest to us for granted. We depend on 
each other, so it becomes all too easy 
to only see and give voice to the times 
when a family member has not met our 
expectations, whether those expecta-

tions are realistic or not. At its best, fam-
ily life helps us to seek each other and 
call each other to become the best ver-
sion of ourselves, not through criticism, 
but through benediction. In his book, 
The Life of the Beloved, spiritual writer 
Henri Nouwen encourages the practice 
of benediction (Latin: bene=good + dic-
tio=to speak). To recognize the good in 
each other and to speak to each other’s 
best selves is the spiritual practice of 
benediction, “The blessings that we give 
to each other are expressions of the 
blessing that rests on us from all eterni-
ty . . . that allows us to hear in an ever-
new way that we belong to a loving God 
who will never leave us alone, but will 
remind us always that we are guided by 
love on every step of our lives.” 
•  Serve those in need through family 
community service this year. The 
greatest gift given to me by my maternal 
grandfather was his taking me and my 
cousins along with him to visit nursing 
home residents on Saturday mornings 
when we were teenagers and my pater-
nal grandfather taking us along to  
Rotary Club events. In these times of 
inflation and economic uncertainty, our 
vision can become too narrowly focused 
on the needs of our own household 
(“Will there be enough for us?”). Com-
munity service broadens our vision and 
deepens our compassion (“Is there 
enough for them?”) The last time we 
served at Open Door, my son said  
to me, “I don’t like getting up early on 
Saturday morning for Open Door, but I 
always feel so good afterward!” Find a 
charitable organization that is meaning-
ful to your household, and volunteer to 
serve together regularly. In this way, we 
can let the light of Christ shine before all 
and the bonds of solidary with others in 
our community will become more solid. 

May this new year bring each of  
you and your families and households  
abundant blessings! 

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

Feast of the Holy Family of  
Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

“And whatever you do, in word or in deed,  
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17 
Using our gifts that God has given to us in ways that He desires is the best way 
to thank God and give Him glory. Using our gifts of time to help others helps 
grow the Kingdom of heaven here on earth.   
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, December 29 
 1 Jn 2:3-11 
 Lk 2:22-35 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 TUES, December 30 
1 Jn 2:12-17 
 Lk 2:36-40 

 8:00a  Mass 
Sue Stanko 

 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 WED, December 31 
 1 Jn 2:18-21 
 Jn 1:1-18 

 6:30p  Mass 
No Exposition   

No Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, January 1 
 Num 6:22-27 
 Lk 2:16-21 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 9:30a  Mass 

  

 FRI, January 2 
 1 Jn 2:22-28 
 Jn 1:19-28 

 
——————— 

  

 SAT, January 3 
1 Jn 2:29-3:6 
 Jn 1:29-34 

 4:30p  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, January 4 
 Is 60:1-6 
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 
 Mt 2:1-12 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

V is for Vocation: The Families in Our Lives 

On the Feast of the Holy Family cele-
brated on December 28, we give thanks 
for those we cherish: those of our own 
blood, those at work, those at school, 
those with whom we cheer on the  
Lions, those in the community, those at 
church.  We pray for all those families in 
our lives that help provide an environ-
ment for holiness in every stage of life 
whether it be for consecrated life, mar-

riage, or single life. We can look to the Holy Family as a model 
for holiness through a life of faith, work, and prayer. In turn, 
families can provide the support and encouragement to help 
each one of us discern God’s will.  

O Holy Family of Nazareth, community of love of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, model and ideal of every Christian family, to you 
we entrust our families. Open the heart of every family to the 
faith, to welcoming the word of God, to Christian witness, so 
that it become a source of new and holy vocations. Touch the 
hearts of parents, so that with prompt charity, wise care, and 

loving devotion they be for their sons and daughters sure 
guides towards spiritual and eternal values. Stir up in the 

hearts of young people the light conscience and free will, so 
that growing in "wisdom, age and grace", they might welcome 

generously the gift of a divine vocation. Amen. (USCCB) 

- This Week - 
Sunday, December 28 
FEAST OF THE  
HOLY FAMILY 
 9:30 am Mass 

 

Monday, December 29 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  

Tuesday, December 30 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
No Monicas  

Wednesday, December 31 
 6:30 pm Mass  
  No Reconciliation,  
  No Exposition 
Thursday, January 1 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 9:30 am  
Friday, January 2 
No morning Mass 

Saturday, January 3 
 4:30 pm Mass 
Baby Bottle Collection 

Sunday, January 4 
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 9:30 am Mass 
CFF meets, C.L.O.W., No YM  
Coffee and Donuts after Mass 
Catholic Inquiry / 6:30pm 
Baby Bottle Collection 
 
 
 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO  
HAVE GONE BEFORE US MARKED  

WITH THE SIGN OF FAITH 

 

In honor of their memory, we list those here  
whom we have been asked to remember. 

If you have requested a poinsettia to take home,  
they will be available to be picked up from the church gathering  

space beginning Tuesday, January 13th. 

Elizabeth & Michael Antczak Larry Lovely 
Patricia Antczak Warner & Clara Meylan 
Dick Campau Richard & Frances Miller 
Dan & Dorothy Filary & family Ken & Rose Pakonen 
Collin O. Hagan Daniel D. Reno 
Ron Hunter James Semanco 
Joseph & Lois Kearl Dan Shauger 
Kenneth J. Kessler Dave Sleeper 
Marie T. Kessler Richard & Mary Tarchinski 
Ronald Krzyzaniak Jerome & Josephine Trojan 
Bill Lake Mary & George Weaver 

Dear God, we lift up our loved ones in prayer as we remember  
their life and the impact they had on those around them.  

Please bring comfort and peace to those who mourn their loss, and may they  
find hope in your loving presence and the promise of eternal life. Amen. 



Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Dec.  28   No CFF, No CLOW 
Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25 CFF and CLOW 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 
please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.   

Confirmation Prep meet on Wednesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:15-8 pm. 

Watch your email and the bulletin for YM news & events! 
 

Dec.  28 No YM (Merry Christmas) 
Jan.      4 No YM (Happy New Year) 
 11, 25 YM 
 18 MS-MLK Day 
 7, 14, 21, 28 Confirmation Prep  
 

It’s never too late to register your 
child(ren) for either CFF or YM.   

Your children are always welcome! 
Scan the QR code to register.  

Confirmation Prep Program begins 

Wednesday, January 7th! 
 

Do you have a 12 year old or older who is 
ready for Confirmation??... 
We have finalized the details for our highly  
anticipated Confirmation Prep program!  
Below you'll find the basic details about the  
program. Please reach out to me if you have 
other questions! 

What are the program requirements? 
To prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation,  
a child must: 
• be at least twelve years old by September 1, 

2025. 
• be a member of the parish in which he/she 

will be receiving the Sacrament. 
• be an active participant in Sunday night  

Middle School Youth Ministry (held at Blessed 
Sacrament on Sunday evenings from 6-8pm). 

• attend a retreat in Year 2 of preparation. 

When and where will the program meet? 
Location: Assumption BVM Parish 
Time: Wednesdays, 6:15-8:00pm 
Dates (Yr 1): January 7, 14, 21, 28,  
February 4, 11, March 4, 11, 18, 25 

What will the program look like? 
   The Diocese requires that all parishes use  
a program called Purpose to prepare their  
students for Confirmation. This is a wonderful 
program that truly aims to help youth encoun-
ter Christ and become life-long disciples! There 
are 24 lessons to be taught over two years.  
The lessons will feel like Youth Ministry! There 
will be games, food, prayer, teaching, and  
discussions. 
   We will be accompanying one group of  
students through the two-year program at a 
time. This means there will be students from 
two or more grade levels going through the  
program at one time. 
   This program is a collaboration between 
Blessed Sacrament, Assumption BVM, and  
St. Brigid parishes. Students 
from all three parishes will 
prepare for the sacrament 
together.  
 

To register, scan the  
QR code. 

 

Questions: contact Kathy Russell 
kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 

will be served  
after Mass  

Sunday,  
January 4th. 

 

Please plan to join in! 
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A CHRISTMAS  

THANK YOU! 

To everyone who so generously shared 
their time and talent to fill our Christmas 
Liturgies with the fullness and beauty of 
the season. Most importantly, thank you 
to the whole Assumption faith community 
who actively and consciously participated 
in the liturgies by your presence, prayer-
fulness and song.  As a result of our work, 
God has greatly blessed us and we were 
able to celebrate with holy Joy, the true 
wonder and gift of love given us in the 
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Stitch & Prayer Spreads Warmth, Comfort & Cheer 
On December 8, the Stitch & Prayer group gathered at Assumption to dis-

cuss current projects and share a Christmas luncheon. The group has been 
busy making large fleece blankets, soft baby blankets, quilts, slippers, and 
hats for all ages to keep the Midland community warm during this snowy 
season! Items are shared with about 30 agencies, such as the Greater Mid-
land North Family Center (formerly the North Midland Family Center) and 
the Midland Community Former Offenders Advocacy and Rehabilitation, to 
be distributed to those in need. 

The group is also working on potholders for families in Guatemala. The Stove 
Team from Blessed Sacrament Church will distribute the potholders during their 
upcoming mission trip in February. 

Stitch & Prayer is an interdenominational group with about 50 members  
from around the Tri-City area. The group welcomes interested crafters of all skill 
levels. Their next meeting will take place on January 
12, 2026, at 9:45 am in the Assumption Parish hall. 

If you enjoy sewing, quilting, knitting, or crocheting 
and would like to serve the most vulnerable  

members of our community, we invite you to come 
meet the group and join in their good work! 

    Please contact Julie Maurer (989-689-0480) or 
Jean Krause (989-430-2814) if you have any questions. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to lifelong parishioner  

Irene Beck, 

who will be 101 
on December 31st! 



LifeClinic  
Baby Bottle Campaign 

   Our Christian Service Commission is once 
again providing the opportunity for our  
parish to support the life affirming work 
LifeClinic Community Resources performs  
in our community by participating in their 
baby bottle fundraising campaign. The money we  
collect will help them share God's love and provide free 
and confidential services such as pregnancy tests, ultra-
sounds, STI screening and treatment, parenting educa-
tion classes, options counseling, and trauma support.    
   Baby bottles will be available beginning at the  
January 3/4 Masses in the gathering space to take 
home and fill with your tax deductible gift.  We would 
like all bottles returned by January 18. 

Your change can change lives!  
Thank you for your support. If you have any  
questions, please contact the parish office. 

Congratulations to  
Trevor Staby 

Trevor received the  
Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Holy 
Communion on Sunday,  

December 14. Trevor and 
his wife and sponsor, life-
long parishioner Veronica 
(Matthews), were married 

at Assumption on  
September 14, 2024.  

Through Catholic marriage 
preparation and his  

catechumenate formation, 
while completing his  

studies at Grand Valley 
State University, Trevor  

has been preparing almost  
2 years for this day.  

Congratulations, Trevor! 

 
All are welcome to the upcoming Men’s Saturday Morning 
Faith gatherings as part of our COR activities for your 
Knights of Columbus Fr. Henry P. DuRussel Council 2141.  
We will focus our discussion on the readings for the upcom-
ing Sunday’s Mass.  Guide booklets will be available at the 
first meeting.  Even if you can only make a few of these 
meetings know that you are always welcome and your pres-
ence and contributions will help make the discussions richer 
for all. 
 

The schedule is below and on the parish calendar: 

 

To sign-up please email: greggzank@mac.com to ensure 
we have guide booklets for all! 

Fall in Love All Over Again! 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience is a time set 
aside for you and your spouse to connect more deeply and 
fan the spark of your love. Through presentations and time 
for private discussion, WWME offers tools to take your mar-
riage to the next level. Apply today at wwme.org or contact 
Amy & Joe Kopacz at 517.667.0433 for more information.  

Upcoming Experiences: 
Jan 30 - Feb 1 at Country Inn & Suites in Grand Rapids 
March 6-8 at the Center for Ministry in Saginaw 
April 10-12 at the St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt 

mailto:greggzank@mac.com
file://///DS-DC01/dept/Parish%20Life%20&%20Evangelization/Bulletin%20Announcements/2025/wwme.org


It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

TAX STATEMENTS 
Statements will be made available for everyone as soon as 
the postings for Dec. 31 are complete. Please make sure 
your contributions reach the parish office by Monday, 
December 29, 2025. Call the parish office if you would like 
a copy of your statement or sign-up in the gathering space.  
Watch the bulletin for more details.   

Thank you for your stewardship giving! 

WINTER HAS ARRIVED! And with it 
comes the cold and flu season. If you 
are feeling under the weather and 
could use a nice hot meal or even 
some tasty soup to warm you inside 
and out during recovery, remember 
to call Caring Cooks of ABVM! 
 

Caring Cooks of ABVM provide short-term meal assistance 
to individuals and families of our parish during times of  
illness, post-surgery, birth of a baby or bereavement. 
 

Meals (lunch or dinner) are prepared and delivered to your 
home by our gracious cooks while you recover. (Dietary  
restrictions are considered.) If you or someone you know at 
Assumption Parish are in need of meals or are anticipating 
surgery and wish to schedule meals for your home recovery 
period, please contact or text one of our coordinators: 
 

Nancy Boldiszar (303) 881-3490 nancy@boldiszar.com 
Kathy Conley (330) 524-2316  kmcmro@charter.net 

 

The annual appeal is the primary opportunity for Catholics 
throughout the Diocese to support one another.  

 

For more information go to: 
www.saginaw.org/appeal 

You can also contact the stewardship  
and development office at  

development@diosag.org or 
989-797-6679. Or scan the QR Code. 

mailto:nancy@boldiszar.com
mailto:kmcmro@charter.net



