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3516 E. Monroe Rd., Midland, MI 48642-8824 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
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https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
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This weekend we celebrate the 
Epiphany of the Lord. Epiphany comes 
from the Greek word (epiphaínein) 
meaning “to reveal or make manifest.” 
To manifest something suggests bring-
ing something of great importance to 
light. The glory and presence of God 
around us and in us is often symbol-
ized as light. This analogy seems right 
to me. We can’t see light with our eyes 
unaided, yet it surrounds us making 
life possible. When we are in dark-
ness, it is difficult to accomplish any-
thing meaningful. 

Receiving the Light. The first thing 
that Jesus invites us to do is to receive 
the glory of God by receiving his light. 
We are called to become like solar 
panels, receiving the Light of the Son 
of God, energizing us by receiving the 
unconditional love of God. We receive 
his powerful rays thought the gift of 
Revelation found in the Bible and in 
the Apostolic Tradition. When we truly 
listen to and heed the Word of God, 
the light of God’s wisdom illuminates 
our hearts and minds so that we  
can judge rightly and act justly and 
compassionately. By God’s light, we 
see the world and each other truly, the 
way God sees them. 

We have also received the light of 
God within us through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit that we received interiorly  
at our baptism. This light is the spark 
of God’s breath within us. “In your light 

we see light.” (Psalms 36:10) Through 
the Spirit’s gift of Understanding, a 
spiritual dialogue takes place between 
the Holy Spirit that has poured out into 
our hearts and the Word of God that  
is inspired by that same Holy Spirit, 
drawing us into deeper communion 
with God. 

Radiating the Light. The second 
thing that Jesus invites us to do is to 
radiate the luminous glory of God 
which we have received. This is our 
mission of evangelization. Light has 
two properties that can guide our 
evangelization: light illuminates and it 
gives heat.  

Evangelization illuminates the deep-
est truth about God and human be-
ings. As the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states, “In reality it is only in 
the mystery of the Word made flesh 
[Jesus] that the mystery of [the human 
person] truly becomes clear.” (no. 359) 
What is the deepest truth that the Son 
of God came to reveal to us and that 
we, therefore, are called to proclaim? 
That God loves us completely and 
unconditionally, even to the point of 
becoming one of us through the Incar-
nation, even to the point of dying and 
rising to give us new and eternal life 
through the Paschal Mystery. There 
are no greater tidings, nothing more 
important upon which for us to center 
our lives and that our wounded world 
more greatly needs to understand. We 
are called to share this foundational 
truth to everyone, especially those  
who are currently in darkness and the 
shadow of death. 

Because light also gives heat, our 

evangelization efforts should resemble 
a warming fire through our passionate 
zeal and compassionate care. As the 
old saying goes, “People don’t care 
how much you know until they know 
how much you care.” When people 
see that God’s love has so penetrated 
our innermost being that it flows 
through us into compassionate care for 
them, their minds and hearts may  
become more open to receiving the gift 
of God’s love themselves. I think of  
the Peter Gabriel song In Your Eyes, 
“In your eyes/The light, the heat/I am 
complete/I see the doorway to a thou-
sand churches/The resolution of all  
the fruitless searches/I see the light 
and the heat/I want to be that com-
plete/I want to touch the light/The heat 
I see in your eyes.” 

A main theme of the Epiphany of  
the Lord is that the message of God’s 
covenant love will now be expanded to 
reach all people, as symbolized by  
the Gentile magi who sought the new-
born king. May our celebration of this 
Solemnity inspire us to once again  
receive the light of God’s love to let  
it radiate through us, inviting more and 
more people to experience the Good 
News of God’s love and care for them 
this year. 

                                                 John 
 

From our Director of Parish Life 

Epiphany of the Lord 

“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.” - Matthew 2:11 

 

The gifts the Magi offered to Jesus all had significant meanings and 
value in the time and place of Christ’s birth. The gifts we offer to Jesus 

through our love and care for others also should have significance and meaning. 
Do you share the gifts that are meaningful and precious to you?                         

“Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you . . . upon you the  
Lord shines, and over you appears his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance.  

Raise your eyes and look about . . . Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow,  
for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.” Isaiah 60:1-5 

“Again Jesus spoke to them,  
saying, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never  
walk in darkness but will have  

the light of life.’” John 8:12 

TAX STATEMENTS 
Statements will be made available for 
everyone as soon as the postings for 
Dec 31 are complete. Please call the 
parish office if you would like a copy  
of your statement or sign-up in the 
gathering space.  
Thank you for your stewardship giving! 

“You are the light of the world . . .  
let your light shine before others,  
so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father  
in heaven.” Matthew 5:14,16 
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THANK YOU  
to everyone  

who joined us on  
December 15 for  
Lessons & Carols  
at Assumption!  

We are so grateful to our 
Children's Faith Formation 
students and parish youth 
for helping present this 
ecumenical evening of 
Scripture and song.  

A special thank you goes to Jim Renfer for leading 
the music and to Assumption's Knights of Colum-
bus Council 2141 and volun-
teers for hosting the recep-
tion afterwards.  

Thank you all for  
sharing your gifts to  
make this joy-filled  
tradition possible!  

  

   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, January 5 
 1 Jn 3:22-4:6 
 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

 
——————— 

  

 TUES, January 6 
1 Jn 4:7-10 
 Mk 6:34-44 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, January 7 
 1 Jn 4:11-18 
 Mk 6:45-52  

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition   

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, January 8 
 1 Jn 4:19-5:4 
 Lk 4:14-22 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, January 9 
 1 Jn 5:5-13 
 Lk 5:12-16 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, January 10 
1 Jn 5:14-21 
 Jn 3:22-30 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass—  

  

 SUN, January 11 
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7 
 Acts 10:34-38  
 Mt 3:13-17 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

V is for Vocation:  
Bishop Robert Gruss 

We give thanks for Bishop Robert 
Gruss in his seventh year as the head 
of the Diocese of Saginaw and cele-
brate his serving the Church as a priest 
for over 30 years. We pray for Bishop 
Gruss as we enter this new calendar 
year. We pray as “one in Christ, United 
in Mission” for those among us dis-
cerning following in Bishop Gruss’ foot-

steps into the priesthood.  

Want to nominate someone for consecrated life?  
https://saginaw.org/Called-by-Name    

Loving God, your Son, Jesus, has shown us that an open 
heart finds the way. Help me to find my way in this world. 

Keep my heart open to following Jesus' way of serving others 
in love. Give me the courage to accept the guidance you 

offer me through my family, my friends, and my parish com-
munity. Through the Holy Spirit, you call me to a particular 
way of life. If it is the way of a priest, sister, brother or dea-
con, then help me to walk it in joyful service to your people. 
With you, my God, I know I can find my way. Amen. (USCCB) 

- This Week - 
Sunday, January 4 

 
 9:30 am Mass 
CFF, C.L.O.W., No YM  
Coffee and Donuts after Mass 
Catholic Inquiry / 6:30pm 
Baby Bottle Collection 

Tuesday, January 6 
 7:30 am Open Door in Kitchen 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:15 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Pastoral Council Mtg 

Wednesday, January 7 
10:00 am  Serving at Open Door 
 6:15 pm Confirmation 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition  
  and Reconciliation  
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 
Thursday, January 8 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 6:00 pm Liturgy Meeting 
 7:00 pm Choir practice   
Friday, January 9 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Saturday, January 10 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Men’s Faith Study after Rosary 
 4:30 pm Mass 
Baby Bottle Collection 
Sunday, January 11 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 9:30 am Mass 
CFF, C.L.O.W., YM  
Catholic Inquiry / 6:30pm 
Baby Bottle Collection 
 

https://saginaw.org/Called-by-Name


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25 CFF and CLOW 
 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 
please contact Wendy Graveline at 
cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.   

Confirmation Prep meet on Wednesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:15-8 pm. 

Watch your email and the bulletin for YM news & events! 
 

Jan.      4 No YM (Happy New Year) 
 11, 25 YM 
 18 MS-MLK Day 
 7, 14, 21, 28 Confirmation Prep  
 

It’s never too late to register your 
child(ren) for either CFF or YM.   

Your children are always welcome! 
Scan the QR code to register.  

Confirmation Prep Program begins 

Wednesday, January 7th! 
 

Do you have a 12 year old or older who is 
ready for Confirmation??... 
We have finalized the details for our highly  
anticipated Confirmation Prep program!  
Below you'll find the basic details about the  
program. Please reach out to me if you have 
other questions! 

What are the program requirements? 
To prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation,  
a child must: 
• be at least twelve years old by September 1, 

2025. 
• be a member of the parish in which he/she 

will be receiving the Sacrament. 
• be an active participant in Sunday night  

Middle School Youth Ministry (held at Blessed 
Sacrament on Sunday evenings from 6-8pm). 

• attend a retreat in Year 2 of preparation. 

When and where will the program meet? 
Location: Assumption BVM Parish 
Time: Wednesdays, 6:15-8:00pm 
Dates (Yr 1): January 7, 14, 21, 28,  
February 4, 11, March 4, 11, 18, 25 

What will the program look like? 
   The Diocese requires that all parishes use  
a program called Purpose to prepare their  
students for Confirmation. This is a wonderful 
program that truly aims to help youth encoun-
ter Christ and become life-long disciples! There 
are 24 lessons to be taught over two years.  
The lessons will feel like Youth Ministry! There 
will be games, food, prayer, teaching, and  
discussions. 
   We will be accompanying one group of  
students through the two-year program at a 
time. This means there will be students from 
two or more grade levels going through the  
program at one time. 
   This program is a collaboration between 
Blessed Sacrament, Assumption BVM, and  
St. Brigid parishes. Students 
from all three parishes will 
prepare for the sacrament 
together.  
 

To register, scan the  
QR code. 

 

Questions: contact Kathy Russell 
kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 

will be served  
after Mass  

Sunday,  
January 4th. 

 

Please plan to join in! 

Free Tax Assistance for 
Those Who Need it Most 

AARP Tax-Aide offers free, volun-
teer-run tax preparation for indi-
viduals with low to moder-
ate income, with a focus on sen-
iors and basic returns.   

Appointments available Tuesdays 
and Thursdays starting February 3, 
2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at the Greater Midland Communi-
ty Center.  

Call 832-7937 or email 
taxhelp@greatermidland.org  

beginning January 5 to schedule.  

Pick up and complete a Tax Packet 
at the community Center before 
your appointment.  

The annual appeal is the primary oppor-
tunity for Catholics throughout the  

Diocese to support one another.  

 

For more information go to: 
www.saginaw.org/appeal 

You can also contact the 
stewardship and  

development office at  
989-797-6679.  

Or scan the QR Code. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fp.m.at&c=E,1,34mrll-mPbB6ozbmg1dkKVcbLYjuZAxRcMrKyG3rcexINHNyh-UgJO8Ua8o4AJvOUIcKMU8ChIKoEycFFbVkbQYSarn_7Wl28tn7d1ogta6PBn7iqGg0ODh86w,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fp.m.at&c=E,1,34mrll-mPbB6ozbmg1dkKVcbLYjuZAxRcMrKyG3rcexINHNyh-UgJO8Ua8o4AJvOUIcKMU8ChIKoEycFFbVkbQYSarn_7Wl28tn7d1ogta6PBn7iqGg0ODh86w,,&typo=1
mailto:taxhelp@greatermidland.org
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Knights of Columbus 

Stitch & Prayer Spreads Warmth, Comfort & Cheer 
On December 8, the Stitch & Prayer group gathered at Assumption to dis-

cuss current projects and share a Christmas luncheon. The group has been 
busy making large fleece blankets, soft baby blankets, quilts, slippers, and 
hats for all ages to keep the Midland community warm during this snowy 
season! Items are shared with about 30 agencies, such as the Greater Mid-
land North Family Center (formerly the North Midland Family Center) and 
the Midland Community Former Offenders Advocacy and Rehabilitation, to 
be distributed to those in need. 

The group is also working on potholders for families in Guatemala. The Stove 
Team from Blessed Sacrament Church will distribute the potholders during their 
upcoming mission trip in February. 

Stitch & Prayer is an interdenominational group with about 50 members  
from around the Tri-City area. The group welcomes interested crafters of all skill 
levels. Their next meeting will take place on January 
12, 2026, at 9:45 am in the Assumption Parish hall. 

If you enjoy sewing, quilting, knitting, or crocheting 
and would like to serve the most vulnerable  

members of our community, we invite you to come 
meet the group and join in their good work! 

    Please contact Julie Maurer (989-689-0480) or 
Jean Krause (989-430-2814) if you have any questions. 

 
All are welcome to the upcoming Men’s Saturday Morning 
Faith gatherings as part of our COR activities for your 
Knights of Columbus Fr. Henry P. DuRussel Council 2141.  
We will focus our discussion on the readings for the upcom-
ing Sunday’s Mass.  Guide booklets will be available at the 
first meeting.  Even if you can only make a few of these 
meetings know that you are always welcome and your pres-
ence and contributions will help make the discussions richer 
for all. 
 

The schedule is below and on the parish calendar: 

 

To sign-up please email: greggzank@mac.com to ensure 
we have guide booklets for all! 

mailto:greggzank@mac.com




 

 

LifeClinic Baby Bottle Campaign 
Honor Sanctity of Human Life Month by changing lives!                                      

 
Follow these 3 easy steps: 
1. Pick up a bottle in ABVM gathering space beginning Jan 3.                                                                   
2. Fill it with coins, cash, or a check (payable to LifeClinic).                                                             
3. Return it to our church by January 18.  
 
The Baby Bottle Campaign fundraiser benefits the life-affirming 
work of LifeClinic Community Resources (formerly Pregnancy 
Resource Center of Mid-Michigan). Your contributions will help 
provide free and confidential services such as pregnancy tests, 
ultrasounds, STI screening and treatment, parenting education 
classes, options counseling, and trauma support. Your change 
can change lives! Thank you for your support. If you have any 
questions, please contact the parish office. 

 
 

Locations in Midland, 
Bay City and Saginaw.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

For more info visit 
www.lifeclinic.org                                                                                                           



WINTER HAS ARRIVED! And with it 
comes the cold and flu season. If you 
are feeling under the weather and 
could use a nice hot meal or even 
some tasty soup to warm you inside 
and out during recovery, remember 
to call Caring Cooks of ABVM! 
 

Caring Cooks of ABVM provide short-term meal assistance 
to individuals and families of our parish during times of  
illness, post-surgery, birth of a baby or bereavement. 
 

Meals (lunch or dinner) are prepared and delivered to your 
home by our gracious cooks while you recover. (Dietary  
restrictions are considered.) If you or someone you know at 
Assumption Parish are in need of meals or are anticipating 
surgery and wish to schedule meals for your home recovery 
period, please contact or text one of our coordinators: 
 

Nancy Boldiszar (303) 881-3490 nancy@boldiszar.com 
Kathy Conley (330) 524-2316  kmcmro@charter.net 

 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Weekend Offerings 
December 20/21, 2025 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $2,829 
$1,922 

Donations ........................ $3,500 
      Weekend Total .......... $8,251 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) .......... ($980) 

December 1-21, 2025 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $13,328 
Online Giving $8,567 
Donations ........................ $8,750 
      Weekend Total ........ $30,645 
Goal ............................... $27,693 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $2,952 

And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are 
by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.  

St. Brigid Catholic School  
Kindergarten Open House 

Come discover the difference a Catholic,  
classical education can make for your child.  

January 13th / 6:00 PM 
RSVP to amitus@stbrigid-midland.org  

mailto:nancy@boldiszar.com
mailto:kmcmro@charter.net
mailto:amitus@stbrigid-midland.org



