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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 8:00am — 3:30pm, 
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Dear Parish Family, 

For the past two 
weeks, we’ve “herd”  

a lot from Scripture about shepherds 
and sheep. Our daily readings have 
followed the story of King David, the 
humble shepherd given leadership 
over Israel. This weekend’s first read-
ing envisions God’s people tending 
their sheep in peaceful pastures. In 
keeping with the theme, I’m here today 
with a few thoughts on Flocknote! 

If you didn’t know, Flocknote is the 
email software that our parish uses  
to communicate with the “flock” at  
Assumption. The name was inspired 
by Luke 15:4, the Scripture verse 
about leaving the ninety-nine sheep to 
find the one that is lost (which the 
founders of Flocknote have named 
Uno and adopted as their mascot). 
Flocknote helps parishes connect with 
their members through easy-to-create 
emails and text messages. 

Now, if you’re anything like me, you 
probably receive far too many emails 
and text messages on a daily basis. 
Yet perhaps you’ve also experienced 
the great irony of modern technology 
and communication: that we are more 
connected than ever before, but also 
lonelier than ever before. Why? 

Matthew Warner, founder of Flocknote, 
answers that question in his book, 

Why They Follow: Lessons in Church 
Communication from That One Lost 
Sheep. He makes the case that tech-
nology too often connects us with in-
formation, not with authentic human 
relationships. Our inboxes get flooded 
with special offers and notifications  
of varying importance, but personal 
messages are few and far between. 
Even when a note is addressed to us 
by name, often someone is trying to 
sell us something. 

For example, I recently made the mis-
take of giving my email to Ranger Rick 
magazine when ordering a subscrip-
tion for my godson. It turns out you 
can’t trust a raccoon even if he works 
to protect nature and wears a cute 
park ranger hat. Due to never-ending 
“limited-time-only” offers, I’ve unsub-
scribed from him a dozen times, but he 
still snuck into my inbox with a special 
promotion on Raccoon Appreciation 
Day. (I was not appreciative.) 

Having experienced email overload 
like this, I’m always hesitant to give out 
my email or to sign up for another 
newsletter, and you probably feel  
the same way. Yet as Assumption’s  
“e-vangelist,” I also know that email is 
a key part of our parish communica-
tions, and I would encourage you to 
make sure you are receiving our  
Flocknote emails for several reasons: 

On a practical note, the weekly emails 
ensure that you won't miss out on  
announcements or reminders from 
Assumption, even when you're under 
the weather, traveling, or just forgot to 
grab a bulletin. We also use Flocknote 
to communicate about unexpected 
schedule changes, inclement weather 
(read: polar vortex), or other unfore-
seen circumstances. If the power goes 

out or there’s an emergency, having 
current contact information helps us 
keep everyone safe and up to date 
with a quick email or text. 

Above all, our messages are meant  
to keep our parish family connected. 
Even when you can’t be with us in  
person, we hope to brighten your day, 
remind you of our prayers and support, 
and invite you to join us when you  
can! In the end, I pray that our commu-
nications lead to communion with the  
fellow members of our flock and with 
our Good Shepherd. 

Next weekend, February 7/8, I will be 
in the gathering space after both 
Masses to answer questions about  
our Flocknote communications. If you 
aren’t on the list, need to update your 
contact information, or want to learn 
more, just stop by, and I’ll be happy  
to help you! You can also email me 
with any questions or concerns (my 
contact information is on the front of 
the bulletin). 

I’d like to end with a reflection that  
inspires my communications work: 
God isn’t content to connect with us 
“remotely” or on an intellectual level; in 
fact, his Word took flesh to personally 
communicate his love for us. Because 
of this, Matthew Warner reminds us, 
evangelization is much more than 
simply sharing information; it’s sharing 
our friendship with Jesus in the context 
of a relationship with one another.  
May our communication always find  
its inspiration in Jesus, the living and 
loving Word of God, who calls us to 
communion!                                                             
                               Anna 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” – Matthew 5:3  

 

When Jesus refers to “the poor in spirit” in the  
Beatitudes, He is referring to recognizing one’s  

own spiritual need for God and the knowledge that we need to 
rely on Him rather than our own self.  To attain the kingdom  
of heaven, we need to detach ourselves from earthly things  
and focus on heavenly things and how we best fit into serving 
God’s kingdom on earth. 

Flock (noun): 1) a group of animals (such as birds or sheep) assembled together;  
2) a group under the guidance of a leader; 3) a large number. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 

Flocknote  
Education Weekend 

Not receiving your weekly Flocknote 
email from Assumption?  

Need to update your email address? 

Our “e-vangelist,” Anna Martin, will be available in 
the gathering space after weekend Masses on 

February 7/8. If you have questions about Flocknote 
or need to update your contact information, just stop 
by and she will be happy to assist you! You can also 

contact her at anna@assumptionmidland.org. 

“The definition of communicate is  
to give, to impart, or to transmit 

something in order that you might 
share it in common. Its Latin root 
(communicare) means to make  

common, to share, or to join with. 
The very purpose of communication 

is to bring about communion.”  
–Matthew Warner 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, February 2 
 Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18 
 Lk 2:22-40 

 8:00a  Mass 
             and Blessing of Candles 

  

 TUES, February 3 
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a,  
 30; 19:3; Mk 5:21-43 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, February 4 
 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17 
 Mk 6:1-6 

 6:30p  Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, February 5 
 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12 
 Mk 6:7-13 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, February 6 
 Sir 47:2-11 
 Mk 6:14-29 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, February 7 
1 Kings 3:4-13 
 Mk 6:30-34 

 4:30p  Mass 
 

  

 SUN, February 8 
 Is 58:7-10 
 1 Cor 2:1-5 
 Mt 5:13-16 

 9:30a  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

V is for Vocation: Ray & Joan Bartos 
   We give thanks and pray for long-
time parishioners Ray & Joan Bartos, 
who celebrated 68 years of marriage 
on September 14 last year.  
   “For Catholics, marriage is not 
merely a civil contract but is a cove-
nant between a man and a woman 
before God. If both are baptized, the 
marriage is a sacrament, a symbol of 
the unity of Christ and the church. A 
sacramental marriage is a means of 

grace, giving strength to the husband and wife to live out 
their commitment, and to help each on the path to holi-
ness.” (USCCB) 

Read more about the Sacrament of Marriage:  
https://saginaw.org/sacrament-marriage     

Prayer for Married Couples: We praise You, O God, we bless 
You, Creator of all things, who in the beginning made man and 

woman that they might form a communion of life and love.  
We also give You thanks for graciously blessing our family life 

so that it might present an image of Christ's union with the 
Church. Therefore, look with kindness upon us today, and as 
You have sustained our communion amid joys and struggles, 
renew our marriage covenant each day, increase our charity, 

and strengthen in us the bond of peace, so that we may forever 
enjoy Your blessing. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. (USCCB) 

- This Week - 
Sunday, February 1 
 9:30 am Mass 
CFF, C.L.O.W., YM 
COFFEE & DONUT SUNDAY 
 3:00 pm Sacramental Prep  

Monday, February 2 
 8:00 am Mass 
  and Blessing of Candles 

Tuesday, February 3 
 7:30 am Open Door in Kitchen 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:15 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Pastoral Council Meeting 

Wednesday, February 4 
10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 6:15 pm Confirmation 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation  
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 
Thursday, February 5 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir practice   
Friday, February 6 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Saturday, February 7 
 4:30 pm Mass 
“SOUPER” BOWL COLLECTION 
Sunday, February 8 
 9:30 am Mass 
CFF & C.L.O.W. meet  
No YM 
“SOUPER” BOWL COLLECTION 

CHRIST RENEWS  
FOR MEN 

MEN….it is time to  
step back from your  

busy schedule!  
The Men’s Christ Renews 

retreat for the Midland Area Catholic 
Community is going to be held at 
Blessed Sacrament on Saturday & 
Sunday, March 7 & 8, 2026.  This is 
an opportunity to grow your relation-
ship with God, make some lifelong 
friends, and have an enjoyable week-
end at no cost.   
 

To register scan  
the QR Code, go  

to the web page;  
https://www.blessed-
midland.org/events/ 
mens-christ-renews/ 

 

or call Blessed Sacrament  
at 989-835-6777. 

 
 
 
 

“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY 
TACKLING HUNGER 
Super Bowl Sunday is  

next Sunday, February 8th!! 

END OF THE YEAR  
TAX CONTRIBUTIONS 

Statements for 2025 are available 
for pick-up in the gathering space.  
Please call the office if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your 
stewardship giving! 

Once again we will be collecting  
money for the East Side Soup Kitchen 
and Open Door of Midland.  Please 
come ready to “cheer” your team on 
by placing a monetary donation in  
the soup kettle of your choice, in the 
gathering space after each Mass.  

Which “team” will “tackle hunger” 
with the winning amount??  

New England  
Patriots 

VS. 

https://saginaw.org/sacrament-marriage
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blessed-midland.org%2Fevents%2Fmens-christ-renews%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc917955b5a3d463f56b808de4e17711e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639034059740284075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blessed-midland.org%2Fevents%2Fmens-christ-renews%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc917955b5a3d463f56b808de4e17711e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639034059740284075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blessed-midland.org%2Fevents%2Fmens-christ-renews%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc917955b5a3d463f56b808de4e17711e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639034059740284075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Feb. 1, 8 CFF and CLOW 
 1, 15 Sacramental Prep, 3-4:30 
 15, 22 No CFF and No CLOW 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation  
or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  
Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.   

Confirmation Prep meet on Wednesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:15-8 pm. 

Watch your email and the bulletin for YM news & events! 
 

Feb.  1  YM 
 4, 11 Confirmation Prep 
 8 No YM—“Souper Bowl”      
  Sunday Collection 
 15 YM @ Assumption 6-8 pm 
 18 No Confirmation Prep—Ash Wednesday 
 22 No YM 
 25 No Confirmation Prep 
 

Youth Ministry 

With last weeks cancellation of classes this Sunday, February 1st,   
we will cover the information that we missed last week! 

 
Middle School… We will begin the teaching on the Sacraments...Treasures of 
our faith!  It will be a celebration!! 
 

High School… “Merge” is the title to this week’s lesson. The goal is to help 
teens see how sacramental marriage is good for society and to inspire them to 
support the institution of marriage. 
 

Main Ideas  
 Marriage is a sacrament of the Church in which a man and woman commit  

to love and honor each other for the duration of their lives.  
 Marriage is not just important to Catholics but is the foundation of the  

family, which is the fundamental unit of society.  
~Why is marriage important for families and society at large?  
   

Catechism Reference… “The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a 
woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by 
its nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation and 
education of offspring; this covenant between baptized persons has been 
raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament.” (CCC 1601)  

 

There will be no YM on Sunday, February 8th, but I will need youth to  
help after masses for the “Souper” Bowl collection! 

 

Sunday, February 15th, YM will take place at Assumption  
for the Sarah Hart presentation!   

 

Camp Sancta Maria  
Camp Sancta Maria (CSM) is a Catholic summer 
camp located in Gaylord, Michigan, where we 
have spent the last 90 years helping young 
people build a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ and His Church. CSM's mission is to 
help young people unplug from the distractions 
of this digital age and encounter the Lord 
through authentic discipleship, sacramental 
life, and the beauty of His creation. Learn more 
or register at CampSanctaMaria.org. 

We offer: 

A retreat for all high 
schoolers!  

Youth 2 Youth 
Retreat  

SAVE THE DATE 
  

SAT, APRIL 18 – SUN, APRIL 19                                     
CAMP ROTARY, CLARE, MI 

Join us for a weekend  
of fun, friends and fellowship!! 

More information to come! 

We are at 91.8% of our goal, only $6,633 to go.  

 

For more information go to: 
www.saginaw.org/appeal 

You can also contact the  
stewardship and  

development office at  
989-797-6679.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fCampSanctaMaria.org&c=E,1,jLDQwL8Eua-5smhrmRdTu47_Yb-vfA7T4r3JW6lNvqEj0iUkrhwy4NUXXE7zIcXr2XWlbsBVQ4TnU-LF5DXTbYGoEaZA5b11g3a4g5B-7Eg,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
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Happy Birthday 
to Helen Fitak who  

is turning 93 on  
February 5, 2026 

 

Covenant HealthCare Seeks Volunteers to Support High Impact Areas 

Center for the Heart - Covenant HealthCare is currently recruiting volunteers to support patients and families in our Center for 
the Heart. Volunteers greet and attend to patients and visitors and assist with wayfinding and light clerical duties. Volunteers are 
needed 8am-12pm, Monday through Friday.  Interested individuals can apply at http://covenanthealthcare.com/volunteer. Vol-
unteers are asked to commit to a 4-hour shift, one day per week.  

All training is provided onsite. For questions, please contact Volunteer Services, volunteering@chs-mi.com or 989.583.6040. 
  

Covenant Mackinaw Wayfinders– Volunteers are needed to help patients navigate to their appointments, providing direction 
and assistance with wheelchairs. Volunteers must be able to walk unaided and be able to push patients in a wheelchair. Volun-
teers are needed Monday-Friday, 7:30am-12pm and 12pm-4:30pm.  

Interested individuals can apply at http://covenanthealthcare.com/volunteer. All training is provided onsite.  
For questions, please contact Volunteer Services, volunteering@chs-mi.com or 989.583.6040. 

  

Ronald McDonald Family Room - Covenant HealthCare and Ronald McDonald Charities of MidMichigan is actively recruiting vol-
unteers for our Family Room at Covenant Harrison. This area will is a respite area for families of Pediatric and Neonatal Intensive 
Care patients. There are sleep and wellness rooms as well as a kitchen and shower areas to support families. Volunteers are 
needed from 4pm-8pm and 8pm-12am (times flexible). Volunteers will answer phones, stock kitchen and linen areas, check in 
guests and help with light duty cleanup of the area. Volunteers are a supportive, positive, and engaging presence for the families 
who utilize this area. This is a great opportunity for small groups or couples to volunteer together. Interested individuals can ap-
ply at http://covenanthealthcare.com/volunteer.  

All training is provided onsite. For questions, please contact Volunteer Services, volunteering@chs-mi.com or 989.583.6040. 
 

Saturday, April 18, 2026  
Marriage Preparation 

Workshop 
This workshop will feature 
presentations by trained  

marriage facilitators, practical 
couple exercises, private  

discussion and prayer. It is  
held at the Center for Ministry, 
Saginaw, from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
The cost is $90 per couple and 
includes lunch. To register, go 
to the following link, https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/4-
18-2026. If you have any  

questions, please contact Kelly 
Hadd at khadd@diosag.org  

or call 989.797.6655.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fcovenanthealthcare.com%2fvolunteer&c=E,1,OLXw1NASsdBhQrOyzA1ezLKvzSvhHUi2szO4HMxK8g6pTtoQ46vBXNALKfjNavzzaHkD9fvqmgff5SgIw-9o8TMyAtIfbpqZ13yiC4KsIg,,&typo=1
mailto:volunteering@chs-mi.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fcovenanthealthcare.com%2fvolunteer&c=E,1,0dtBKuQq_CONe8c9UWC98Et1dLyQKcAEnE0IexNrSAwY2wjm7MCwkaBRsc1YBEj5UyM7G225Dber3QT9oXcJerdsfZmRy9VRm0b0bOVIoAEeacjdckze&typo=1
mailto:volunteering@chs-mi.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fcovenanthealthcare.com%2fvolunteer&c=E,1,TxpEadLtcGHq9LlNANZavKDZY7LkNAZRKenV6NjniglFVaM5UEndf3xNaKzFj78IoAMYyh61bctnquykzPZVMKfOsJu390vodzft_s0MYxD4PGGvxqKsaVyo&typo=1
mailto:volunteering@chs-mi.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/4-18-2026
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/4-18-2026
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/4-18-2026
mailto:khadd@diosag.org
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If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Weekend Offerings 
January 24/25, 2026 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $2,193 
$3,879 

Donations ........................ $7,000 
      Weekend Total ........ $13,072 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $3,841 

January 1-25, 2026 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $14,206 
Online Giving $15,265 
Donations ...................... $17,175 
             Total .................. $46,646 
             Goal ................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $9,722 Free Tax Assistance for  

Those Who Need it Most 
AARP Tax-Aide offers free, volunteer-run tax preparation 
for individuals with low to moderate income, with a focus 
on seniors and basic returns.   

Appointments available  
Tuesdays and Thursdays starting  

February 3, 2026, from  
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the  

Greater Midland Community Center.  
Call 832-7937 or email taxhelp@greatermidland.org! 

Diocese of Saginaw’s  
Men’s Conference 

The Saginaw Catholic Men’s Conference  
will take place on Saturday March 14th, 
2026 at St Stanislaus Catholic Church in  

Bay City from 8:00AM – 3:00PM.  The conference will  
feature talks given by Bishop Robert Gruss, Dr David  
Anders (EWTN), and Dr Dan Schneider (Franciscan 
Univ).  There will be an opportunity for private confession 
along with the chance to grow in your faith and build  
lifelong friendships. Purchase early bird tickets for 
$30 by March 3rd at www.eventbrite.com. Walk-up regis-
tration starts at 7:30AM, admission is $35 paid at the 
door. Premier Event Sponsor:  Jolt Credit Union.   

For more details…... 
call (989) 341-3181 or  

email: thecatholicmensaginaw@gmail.com 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fp.m.at&c=E,1,34mrll-mPbB6ozbmg1dkKVcbLYjuZAxRcMrKyG3rcexINHNyh-UgJO8Ua8o4AJvOUIcKMU8ChIKoEycFFbVkbQYSarn_7Wl28tn7d1ogta6PBn7iqGg0ODh86w,,&typo=1
mailto:taxhelp@greatermidland.org
http://www.eventbrite.com/
mailto:thecatholicmensaginaw@gmail.com



