Weekend Liturgical Schedule

Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.

Exposition/Reconciliation:
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m.

Mass from Assumption is LIVE
streamed at our SUNDAY Mass, so
keep an eye out for our Flocknote; you
can also check out our Facebook page
and website for a link.

See inside the bulletin for the weekday
schedule of worship services.

How To Contact Us

Office Hours: Mon - Thurs / 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m.,
Fridays / 8:30 a.m.—noon

Parish Office: 989-631-4447

Fax: 989-835-9722

Email: Assumption@AssumptionMidland.org
Website: www.AssumptionMary.org

Parish Staff

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline,
Email: john@assumptionmidland.org

Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary,
Email: rfilary@diosag.org

Office Manager: Sandy Martinski,

Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,
Email: kathyr@assumptionmidiand.org

Children’s Faith Formation:
Wendy Graveline,
Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer,
Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org
Office Professionals:
Val Rossi,
Email: val@assumptionmidland.org
Rachelle Boyer,
Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin,
Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill,
Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish

3516 E. Monroe Rd.
Midland, Ml 48642-8824

February 8, 2026

I am the lighf of the world,
says thel-Lord;
whoever follows me

will have the light of life.
Jn 8:12)
o

MINISTRY TO THE SICK
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to sur-
geries, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please
contact the parish office. Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a
family member is ill, homebound or hospitalized.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 7:30am — 4:00pm,
Mon thru Thurs if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: MONDAY at noon

www.assumptionmary.org n @assumption.midland |@l @assumptionmidland n @assumptionmidland


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/8?12

This weekend’s
readings once again
center on the image
of light. In our Gospel
reading, Jesus preach-
es, “You are the light of the world . . .
your light must shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and
glorify your heavenly Father.” (Matthew
5:14, 16) A few weeks ago, | wrote about
the twofold purpose of light to give illumi-
nation and warmth. So, what are the
ilumination and warmth that we are
called to radiate? The compassionate,
merciful love of God as revealed to us
in the life, teaching, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus and poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit at our baptism
(Romans 5:5).

When we have personally and com-
munally experienced the unconditional
love of God in our lives, we can then let
it flow through us as a blessing to all
people. We are so blessed to be part of
a beloved parish community of faith,
hope, and charity. It is easy to become
discouraged when we watch the news,
which tends to highlight all the problems
of our society. However, in those times
of discouragement, | invite us to open
our eyes to see all the good in our midst
as well. In our parish, we feed the hun-
gry through our monthly food drive and
annual food truck ministries; we shelter
the oppressed and homeless through
our volunteer hours each month at min-
istries like Midland’s Open Door and
through our monthly parish promise tithe
to Caregiving Network; we help clothe
those in need through our annual boot
drive; we welcome the stranger through
our commitment to parish evangelization
and hospitality and through our annual
food and clothing drive for migrant work-
ers. The list goes on and on. | encour-
age you to take a few moments to read
the minutes of our Christian Service
Commission which are published in the
bulletin each month. Our light is shining
in the Midland community as an expres-
sion of God’s compassionate love!
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Flocknote Education Weekend
Not receiving your weekly Flocknote
email from Assumption?

Need to update your email address?

“Share your breéd with the hungry, shelter the oppressed ahd the homeless, clothe the naked
when you see them, and do not turn your back on your own. Then your light shall break forth like
the dawn, and your wound shall quickly be healed.” Isaiah 58:7-8

“Not to us, O Lord, not to us,
but to your name give glory, for the
sake of your steadfast love and your
faithfulness.” Psalm 115:1

However, we were reminded in last
weekend’s readings about the centrality
of humility so that our boast is in the
Lord, not in ourselves so that “the cross
of Christ might not be emptied of its
power.” (1 Cor. 1:17) The light that we
are called to radiate is not our own light
for our own self-aggrandizement, but
the illumination and warmth of the love
of God that we have first received as
God'’s gift of Grace and shared for the
glorification of God. | have an old holy
card in my prayer book with a prayer
attributed to St. Teresa of Kolkata called
Radiating Christ. The prayer reads in
part, “Dear Jesus, help us to spread
your fragrance everywhere we go. Flood
our souls with your spirit and life . . .
Shine through us, and be so in us, that
every soul we come in contact with may
feel your presence in our soul . . . Stay
with us, and then we shall begin to
shine as you shine; so as to be a light to
others; the light, O Jesus, will be all from
you, none of it will be ours, it will be
you, shining on others through us. Let
us thus praise you in the way you love
best, by shining on those around us.”

“We declare to you what we have
seen and heard so that you also may
have fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with

his son Jesus Christ . . . so that our
Jjoy may be complete.” 1 John 1:3, 4

Over the next ten days, we will have
the opportunity to have the light of Christ
shine through us as a parish community
to glorify God through our hospitality.
Next Saturday evening, February 14,
we will host Assumption Celebrates
Family. This dinner is a time of food,
fun, music, games, and fellowship for
our entire parish family (and guests—all
are welcome!). Even though it is Valen-
tines’ Day, this is not a couple’s event

but an opportunity to celebrate the love
of God that has called us together to
experience God’s love in this parish. The
next two evenings, February 15 and 16,
we are overjoyed to welcome Christian
Contemporary artist Sarah Hart for two
spiritual enrichment concerts from 6:30
to 8:00 each evening. You are encour-
aged to come to either or both evenings.
The concert theme will be different each
night. This is a wonderful opportunity
to prepare our hearts to enter into the
season of Lent. Sarah’s music is known
and sung in Christian churches of
many denominations. Please reach out
to invite your friends or neighbors who
would like to experience this beautiful,
spiritual music. Again, all are welcome
on all three evenings! There is no charge
for the dinner or the concerts, but we
will have a free-will collection to offset
our costs. Also, if you would like to make
a donation to encourage these events in
the future, please contact me. However,
the point of these opportunities is
not to be “fund raisers” but to be
“light radiators.”

Finally, next Wednesday, February 18,
is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of
our Lenten preparations for Easter. All
are welcome to attend our Mass that
evening at 6:30 and receive ashes (one
does not need to be Catholic to receive
ashes). Our reception of ashes and
beginning of the observance of Lent is
the perfect time to humbly consider our
need for God’s merciful love and to
share that love and mercy with each and
every person we encounter.

My prayer is that each of us come to
truly know in the depths of our beings
the great love that God has for us,
personally and communally. May we
always receive that love with grateful
hearts and let God’s love flow through
us in works of light, justice, compassion,
and mercy so that our entire society and
world will be illuminated and warmed by

the light of Christ!
John

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Your light must shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” --Mat h e w 5
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Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin Mary Parish
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Midland, M| 48642
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Pierogi Sale

or sign up in the Gathering Space

proceeds support

Knights of Columbus

Assumption K of C

Potato & Cheese

mited  10/$7 or 30/$20
aumber
available  Sqale Feb 21 & 22
after Mass @ Assumption
taking pre-orders

989-430-8622 knights2141@gmail.com

LifeClinic
Community Resources

a pregnancy resource center in Midland

Father Henry P. DuRussel Council 2141
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Stay Connected through

Flocknote!
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L Celebrates \

A\ Saturday, February 14
Following 4:30 pm Mass A

your fdm"y"' Doors open 5:45 pm | Dinner at 6:30 pm fo,,,,-/y
family... 7
My = . = = cofh/;; .
All are invited! Come join us! Unigy,
e Homestyle Dinner* o Silent Auction
e Beer, Wine & e Live Entertainment
Specialty Drink e Bingo & Games
e Gameshow-Style Fun e Kids Zone

*Assorted soups, pork, chicken tenders, mac & cheese,
baked potatoes & toppings, veggies, salad, desserts, and more!
Dinner donations appreciated

RSVP at the Welcome Circle or call the parish office at

989-631-4447 by Tuesday, February 10

Our Silent Auction raises money for Assumption Youth Ministry and
Children’s Faith Formation. Thank you for your support!



Silent \ncion

Bid on a one-of-a-kind gift for someone special OR take home
a treat for yourself! Proceeds support Assumption Youth
Ministry and Children’s Faith Formation.

Preview items online
Starting Sunday, Feb. 8 at Noon

Rent-A-Knight e DIY K of C Pasty kit
Golf & Dinner with Fr. Rick Mitten Made basket
Dinner & Babysitting Grill Master basket
Glass Dragon Cuff At Home Spa basket
handmade bracelet And more!!

Items will be added throughout the week!

ONLINE bidding LIVE bidding

Starts Thursday, Feb. 12 at 9am Available at the event on
Ends Saturday, Feb. 14 at 5pm Saturday, Feb. 14 until 8:45pm

Scan here to bid!

Questions? Contact Wendy Graveline:
cff@assumptionmidland.org, or Kathy Russell:
kathyr@assumptionmidland.org




Remember your loved one with an =

Eastor Lily

Please fill out an envelope indicating:

e Your name

e The name of the person you wish to honor
(to be printed in the bulletin)

e Whether you would like to take a lily home

We are requesting donations of $30

Return envelopes to the parish office or to

the donation box at the Welcome Circle
by Sunday, March 1

L ) Questions? Contact Jim Renfer at
‘(/ jim@assumptionmidland.org




ABVM Faith Formation Commission
Minutes of Meeting / January 20, 2026 - 5:30 p.m.

Attendees: Linda Brown, John Graveline, Jane Labby, Kathy Russell, Marcia Schneider
Absent: Wendy Graveline

Actions and Discussions:
We opened with the Faith Formation Commission Prayer.

1) Adult Faith Formation — John Graveline

a. Baptism/OCIA Prep — Three (3) people/families are at various stages of preparation.

b. Thursday Scripture Reflection — 10-12 people are participating regularly.

c. K of C Saturday Morning Men’s Discussion — The group started out strong in the fall.
The discussions this year focus on the upcoming Sunday readings.

d. Sarah Hart Concert — The contemporary Christian recording artist will have two performances
at ABVM on February 15" and 16", with the theme “Fruit of the Spirit: Planted, Thriving,
Yielding”

2) Book Study — Kathy Russell
a. Current Study — Reading and discussing Walking with God in the Unimpressive Seasons of Life
by Fr. Mike Schmitz. Twenty-one people signed up and/or participate in the five-week study.
b. Lenten Study — Meeting Jesus at the Table: A Lenten Study by Cynthia M. Campbell and
Christine Coy Fohr. Sign-ups start soon.

3) Future Planning
a. Little Black Books will be available for Lent.
b. Members are encouraged to research and come back with formation opportunities for fall.
c. The new English version of the New American Bible, called The Catholic American Bible,
is expected to be released in 2027. The Commission will be looking ahead to plan related
formation opportunities.

4) FF Commission to review and update the original Education Commission charter from 2018. May need
to update our purpose and focus in order to revitalize the Commission. Current members are reminded
to identify and encourage participation of additional parishioners.

5) Discussed evangelization efforts and how/if they overlap with our commission.

6) Youth Ministry — Kathy Russell
a. MS & HS Youth Ministry — Combined with Blessed Sacrament and St. Brigid; 41 MS’s and
12-20 HS’s attending.
b. Confirmation
1. Four people that completed the pilot Confirmation preparation are ready for
Confirmation.
ii. The first Confirmation group to utilize the new curriculum has commenced.
There are 33 participants between the 3 parishes.
c. Y2Y — 16 members on Team — Theme: “Jam Out With Jesus”
d. YM will attend the Sarah Hart concert.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Jane Labby (1/21/2026)

Next meeting: March 17,2026 - 5:30 p.m.
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Let’s craft
your future.

4 Sat 8am-5:30pm
Sun 10am-4pm

! ;,,_,ARDWARE 419 E. MAIN, DOWNTOWN < 5\ x
: 2 8829 Greg White « Parishioner u- o G O m b rel | Trusts, Tax and
. Estate Planning

Fri 8am-8pm y = %

c;& TobpD M. GAMBRELL
E ATTORNEY AT LAW

o

W

Practicing in Wils,

and ASSOCIATES PLC

Michael Gavin CFP®
Senior Vice President,
Financial Advisor

{605 ASHMAN ST. www.gambrelllaw.com
MIDLAND 989.631.7626

7

midlandallergyclinic.com
(989) 631-1010

Jonathan M. Horbal, D.O.P.L.C.
Richard J. Horbal, M.D., P.C.

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will
For further information,
lease call the parish office.
On y r| on’
1 e i IN LOVING
e MEMORY OF
Avery
989-497-1600 frankenmuthcu.org M ur p h y

( Bantron
Electnée

Since 1976
RESIDENTIAL
-

COMMERCIAL

Family Owned
Family Operated
Family Service

832-3743

2370 N. EASTMAN RD.
MIDLAND

Alexander A. Horbal, D.O,, P.L.C.
MIDLAND ALLERGY CLINIC

555 W. Wackerly, Ste. 2675
Midland, Michigan 48640

2 Avallable

the
'AppStore ' b

catholicmaich
Michigan

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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989 .832.8780
Midland Mall

Hereders

| FREF

Recerve th Refill FR}
Facials * Waxing Gift Certificates Available

Doak R. Stolz, CFP®
Managing Director/

Investments

Stolz-Smith Branch Manager
Financial Consulting Group  gcott A. Smith, CFP®
« ED WITH YOU Managing Director/
Investments

€O E

STIFEL

415 Rodd Street, Suite 1
Midland, Michigan 48640

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated

\/mcwye ﬁrwn
” = Et. 1963 '
Flowers » Godiva « Vera Bradley * Trolibeads
Gifts » Gourmet * Wine
(989) 631-2500
715 S. Saginaw Rd. « Midland, MI 48640
www.thevg.com

Walk-ins Welcome

StateFarm Scott MacGregor

& ~ Agent ;

Providing Insurance
and Financial Services b
5108 Eastman Ave. Ste 2
Midland, M1 48640

989-631-5512
www.scottmacgregor.com

&Auon

Dan M wphy

>
Ry DETN-
FULL SERVICE REMODELING FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
KITCHENS & BATHS - WINDOWS - ROOFING - BASEMENT REMODELING
SIDING - CLOSETS - DECKS & PATIOS - FIREPLACE
COUNTERTOP REPLACEMENT - DOORS
PRODUCT SALES FOR CABINETRY, COUNTERTOPS, & VANITIES
_ _ 989-496-9326
WWWIRICITYREMODELING.COM  WWW.NOWAKCABINETSOFMIDLAND.COM
3700 CENTENIAL DRIVE MIDLAND, MI 48642

Independent Avon Representative 5 A
Home Visits & Drop Off Services

To buy or sell -6. Wi B ork

murphyavon@charter. The Company for Women ng

www.youravon.com/cmurphyc

Dennis J. Taylor, CFP®

Financial Advisor

231 E. Wackerly St.
Midland, MI 4864,

%) 09

899-835-1231
Ed

and a Few Good Men
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Changing The lllay You Think About Technology!

ward Jones (989) 837-3060 - www.linkedtech.com
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NORTHTOWN

Collision » 835-5668
Auto Glass * 835-1145

7N (989) 640-7133

novakbrothersmidland.com

NOV_AA"(VBJR‘,OT_H ERS novakbrotherslandscaping@gmail.com

@

Ware-Smith
@W oolever

\ FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Connect with one of our experts to make
your vision come to fruition. We thrive on
taking a dream and making it a reality!

1200 W. Wheeler Street * 631-2292
www.waresmithwoolever.com

EWTN.COM/RADIO

-

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Andrew Beadling ~ 616-446-6892
abeadling@diocesan.com

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.
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A C il 2141
@7 o Poznak DYER KANAR

Assumption BVM Parish I

\\11‘;,, ScHEFskY THOMPSON PLC
‘ Attorneys at Law
143 McDonald Street

832-1770
Wendy D. Kanar, Parishioner

To join K of C Council 2141
please call Max Schneider at 989-859-4288
or email us at gk2141midland @gmail.com

KofC2141.org
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