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Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

 ASH WEDNESDAY 
Join us for Mass at 6:30pm  

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

  
February 15, 2026                

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   This Wednesday is Ash 
Wednesday, the beginning of 
our annual Lenten journey  

to prepare ourselves to enter more  
intimately into the Paschal Mystery of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, the  
central mystery of our Christian faith. 
Many Catholics associate the Holy Spirit 
with the Easter Season, and rightfully  
so. The Gospel of John recounts that 
Jesus breathed his Holy Spirit on his 
disciples on the evening of Easter Sun-
day. (20:22) In The Acts of the Apostles, 
Jesus promises his apostles a baptism 
with the Holy Spirit before he ascends to 
his Father. (1:5) In the next chapter, he 
keeps his promise when they are filled 
with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. (2:1-4) 

However, if we listen closely, Lent is 
also a powerful time for us to experience 
the Holy Spirit. On the first Sunday of 
Lent, we will hear that Jesus was “led by 
the Spirit into the desert to be tempted 
by the devil.” On the fifth Sunday of Lent, 
Saint Paul will remind us of the impor-
tance of “living in the spirit” as opposed 
to living in the flesh. “Whoever does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him.” (Romans 8:9) Finally on Good 
Friday, we will hear John’s Gospel de-
scribe Jesus’ death as “he handed over 
the spirit.” (19:30) Therefore, we see that 
Lent begins, ends, and is permeated 
with the Holy Spirit’s role in Jesus’ life 
and death and with the manner of living 
associated with his followers. 

As the season of Lent invites us to 
enter more deeply into the celebration of 
the Easter mysteries, we will prepare to 
share in the joy of those who will be  
baptized into our communion of faith this 
Easter in our parish, diocese, and uni-
versal Church and to wholeheartedly 
renew our own baptismal promises.  
During Lent, we ask for a renewal and 
deepening of the Holy Spirit that we  
received at our baptism so that our prep-
arations for Easter are fruitful. Other-
wise, we run the risk of observing Lent 
as a time of reinforcing our own willful-
ness, doing our spiritual “push-ups” if 
you will. The good deeds done and evil 
avoided in the Christian life always begin 
with the prompting of God’s Holy Spirit 
that dwells within us through baptism 
and are a response to that gift. 

The more active we allow the Holy 
Spirit to be in our lives, the more we will 
be aware of our need to repent of the  
sin in our lives and to reform our sinful  
behavior. In The Gospel of John, Jesus 
promises to send his Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, and the Advocate will “convict the 

world in regard to sin and righteousness 
and condemnation.” (16:7-11) This is 
because the indwelling of Holy Spirit is 
the very definition of holiness for the 
Christian, and sin cannot co-exist with 
the all-holy God that has come to dwell 
within us through our baptism.  

The concept of sin comes from  
Hebrew terms that connote “missing the 
mark” as in archery. When we engage in 
sinful behavior, we “miss the mark” of 
what it means to be fully human, what it 
means to live out our covenant with God 
which we entered into in our baptism, 
and fulfill our dignity as adopted daugh-
ters and sons of God that we received 
through the Paschal Mystery of Christ. 
Ultimately, sin “misses the mark” of our 
greatest calling, to live in loving com-
munion with God and neighbor. The 
more the life of the Holy Spirit grows 
within us, the more apparent the incon-
gruity of our sinful behavior becomes. 
This, of course, does not mean that  
the Holy Spirit comes to make us feel 
bad about ourselves. Rather, the Spirit  
of Love heightens our awareness of  
the damage of sin and calls us to ever 
greater trust in the mercy, forgiveness, 
and reconciliation of God. That is why 
Lent is a most opportune time to receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and to 
practice the giving and receiving of for-
giveness with those in our life from 
whom we are estranged. 

A renewal of the Holy Spirit this Lent 
will also lead us to deeper spiritual 
awareness. Our modern life pulls us  
in so many directions, and the risk is  
that we lose the peace of spiritual cen-
teredness. With so many technological 
distractions, our lives can become filled 
with what theologian Romano Guardini 
called “superficial eventfulness.”  The 
traditional Lenten practices of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving, when done  
under the initiative and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, can call us 
back from shallow busy-
ness to what Guardini 
called “the deep clarity  
of inner vision.” In other 
words, we can be reori-
ented toward putting the 
most important relation-
ships with God and  
others in life in their pro-
per place. When guided 
by the Holy Spirit, our 
Lenten disciplines lead 
us to greater spiritual 
depth, maturity, and fruit-
fulness. 

 

This week, we have a special oppor-
tunity to grow in the Holy Spirit right  
before the beginning of Lent. We are 
blessed as a parish to welcome Sarah 
Hart for two concerts, one on Sunday 
evening and one on Monday evening. 
Both evenings will be unique but unified 
in the theme of “Fruit of the Spirit:  
Planted, Thriving, Yielding.” We grateful-
ly receive the gift that Sarah is giving us 
by sharing her spiritual and musical gifts 
that she offers back to God through her 
ministry of evangelization through beau-
tiful and uplifting music. May this oppor-
tunity be a spiritual catalyst, opening up 
each member of our parish to the gift of 
the Holy Spirit given to us through bap-
tism so that our Lent will bear fruit as we 
seek to grow in more intimate commun-
ion with our Lord Jesus through a deeper 
communion with his Paschal Mystery the 
upcoming Lent and Easter seasons. 

                                  John 
 
 

From our Director of Parish Life 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the king-

dom of heaven.” -- Matthew 5:20 

The Pharisees were known for their strict adherence to 
Jewish tradition and law and knowledge of the Torah. 
They emphasized personal piety but often elevated 
themselves above others. Jesus criticized them for their 
focus on outward ritual rather than inner love and jus-
tice. Jesus clearly says that just following “the rules” but 
not showing and living out love for God and others is not 
the path to salvation.   

“I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness, and from all your idols  
I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body  

the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes  
and be careful to observe my ordinances.” Ezekiel 36:25-27 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control . . . and those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. If we  

live by the Spirit, let us also be guided 
by the Spirit.” Galatians 5:22-25 

Correction: Last week, I referenced a 
prayer entitled Radiating Christ. The 
prayer card in my prayer book attrib-
utes it to St. Theresa of Kolkata 
(Mother Teresa). While she and her 
Missionaries of Charity sisters do regu-
larly pray this prayer, I learned upon 
further research that it was composed 
by St. John Henry Newman, the 19th 
century English Cardinal and Doctor of 
the Church. 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, February 16 
 Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13 

  

——————— 
  

 TUES, February 17 
Jas 1:12-18 
 Mk 8:14-21 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, February 18 
 Joel 2:12-18 
 2 Cor 5:20-6:2 
 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 6:30p Mass 
 

 

!!!  

 THUR, February 19 
 Dt 30:15-20 
 Lk 9:22-25 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, February 20 
 Is 58:1-9a 
 Mt 9:14-15 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  
 3:30p  Stations of the Cross 

  

 SAT, February 21 
Is 58:9b-14 
 Lk 5:27-32  

 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass 

 

  

 SUN, February 22 
 Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7 
 Rm 5:12-19 
 Mt 4:1-11 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

- This Week - 
Sunday, February 15 
 9:30 am Mass 
No CFF, No C.L.O.W., YM meets 
 3:00 pm  Sacramental Prep 

Sarah Hart Evening / 6:30 pm 

Monday, February 16 
President’s Day 

Sarah Hart Evening / 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, February 17 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:15 pm Monicas  
 5:30 pm Faith Form Comm Meeting 

Wednesday, February 18 
 6:30 pm ASH WEDNESDAY MASS  
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 
Thursday, February 19 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir practice   
Friday, February 20 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
 3:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, February 21 
10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Men’s Faith Study after Rosary 
 4:30 pm Mass 
FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND 

 
Sunday, February 22 
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9:30 am Mass 
No CFF, No C.L.O.W., No YM 
FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY 
TACKLING HUNGER 

 Which “team” will “tackle hunger” 
with the winning amount??   

You called it...Seattle Seahawks! 
 

Seahawks—$463.75    
vs. Patriots—$273.00 

 

Thank you to all who donated to  
the Souper Bowl of Caring. A total  
of $736.75 was collected for the 
Eastside Soup Kitchen and The Open 
Door of Midland!   

Lenten Book Study 
Meeting Jesus at the Table  

By: Cynthia M. Campbell  
and Christine Coy Fohr 

   Join us in studying a book that ex-
plores Jesus’ teachings and parables 
about meals and hospitality.  This book 
offers insights and questions for reflec-
tion on how to apply such principles  
in modern life and discipleship. This 
book explores how Jesus used meals 
to teach, offer forgiveness, and build 
community. 

The study will begin on  
Wednesday, February 25th  

from 1:00-2:30 in Holy Grounds 

   Participants will receive books and 
study guides on that date. The weekly 
sessions will end on March 25.  

 

If interested, 
please sign  
up at the  
Welcome  
Circle by  
Feb. 16  

so that we 
may have a 
sufficient  
supply of 

books and 
guides  

available. 

Please bring in your palms 
from last year. They will be 
burned and the ashes will be used 

to sign us with the cross  
on Ash Wednesday. 

V is for Vocation: Our Families — all of them 
   We give thanks and pray for our families—
the ones we are born into, the ones we grew 
up with, the ones we join—whether it be bio-
logical, fraternal, parish, or even at work.  
   “’The joy of love experienced by families  
is also the joy of the Church’ (Pope Francis, 
Amoris Laetitia, no. 1). Family life – though 
not without its challenges – is a great gift! It is 
in the family that all of us learn what it means 

to love and be loved, to forgive, and how to maintain rela-
tionships over time. The family is called to welcome others, 
in particular children, and to care for those in need.”  

(from www.foryour marriage.org).  

Learn more about families becoming places of  
faith and dealing with its challenges: 

https://www.foryourmarriage.org/family-life-parenting/  

We bless Your name, O Lord, for sending Your own incarnate 
Son, to become part of a family, so that, as he lived its life,  
he would experience its worries and its joys. We ask You,  

Lord, to protect and watch over our families, so that in the 
strength of Your grace its members may enjoy prosperity,  
possess the priceless gift of Your peace, and, as the Church 
alive in the home, bear witness in this world to Your glory.  

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. (USCCB) 

https://www.foryourmarriage.org/family-life-parenting/


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

Feb. 15, 22 No CFF and No CLOW 
 15 Sacramental Prep, 3-4:30 
Mar 1, 8, 15, 22  CFF and CLOW 
 29 No CFF and No CLOW 
   (spring break) 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith Formation  
or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please contact  
Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.   

Confirmation Prep meet on Wednesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:15-8 pm. 

Watch your email and the bulletin for YM news & events! 
 

Feb.  15 YM @ Assumption 6-8 pm 
 18 No Confirmation Prep—Ash Wednesday 
 22 No YM 
 25 No Confirmation Prep 
Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22 YM 
 4, 11, 18, 25 Confirmation Prep 
 

A retreat for all high 
schoolers!  

Youth 2 Youth 
Retreat   

SAT, APRIL 18 –  
SUN, APRIL 19                                     

CAMP ROTARY, CLARE, MI 
Cost:  $70             

 

Join us at Camp Rotary for an unforgettable 
weekend retreat designed by high school students, 
for high school students! Leave behind the stresses 
of daily life and dive into a weekend of self-
discovery, faith, and meaningful connections. 
Participate in thought-provoking discussions led by 
inspiring mentors who will challenge and broaden 
your perspective. Experience the joy of community 
as you share stories, laugh, play games, and sing 
together around a crackling bonfire under a star-
filled sky. Don’t miss this chance to grow, connect, 
and create memories that will last a lifetime!  

Join us for a weekend  
of fun, friends and fellowship!!  

Sign-up today by scanning  
the QR code. Questions?? 

Contact Kathy Russell 
More information to come! 

Sunday, February 15th, YM will take place at  
Assumption for the Sarah Hart presentation!  

Pizza at 6 pm before the concert. Families are invited!! 
 

Sunday, February 22nd…..No YM 
   Notre Dame Vision is a 5-day experience on 
the Notre Dame campus designed to help high 
school students discover and renew God's call 
in their lives. Connect with hundreds of other 
students as you learn from the witness of the 
saints and develop practices to live your faith. 
Sharpen your spiritual vision to recognize God’s 
grace at work in your life and immerse yourself 
in the Notre Dame campus. Sleep in the dorms, 
eat in the dining hall, and pray at the numerous 
sacred spaces across campus.  
   Notre Dame Vision combines the theologically
- rich experience of hearing nationally-known 
keynote speakers with the mentorship of col-
lege students. From large group sessions to 
small faith-sharing groups comprised of your 
peers, Notre Dame Vision gives you the space 
and the community to ask big questions about 
how God is calling you to use your talents in 
service to the Church and world. 

Cost: $465 (family pays $265,  
parish pays $200) 

For more information:   
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/conferences/summer-

institute/vision-youth-conference/  
or contact Kathy Russell 

 

February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 20, and 27 

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE 
Please Call Ahead 989-835-9481 ext. 75  

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (No calls after 1:00 p.m.) 

DINE IN PRICING: 
Adults: $20 

Children: $10 
Children under 5 eat FREE 

TAKEOUT PRICING: 
All walleye box: $18 
Seafood meal: $15 
Grilled cheese: $5 
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Saturday, April 18, 2026  
Marriage Preparation  

Workshop 
This workshop will feature presen-

tations by trained marriage  
facilitators, practical couple  

exercises, private discussion and 
prayer. It is held at the Center for 

Ministry, Saginaw, from  
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. The cost is $90  
per couple and includes lunch.  

To register, go to the following link, 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/

r/4-18-2026. If you have any  
questions, please contact Kelly 

Hadd at khadd@diosag.org  
or call 989.797.6655.  

 You’re invited to 
participate in  

CRS Rice Bowl! 

PLEASE PICK UP A RICE BOWL IN 
THE GATHERING SPACE AND 

BRING IT BACK STARTING PALM 
SUNDAY WEEKEND. 

Emmaus One-Day Retreat  
for Grieving Parents 

March 14, 2026 
 

This is a spiritual one-day retreat for parents 
who have experienced the death of a child of 
any age, by any cause, no matter how long ago. 
The retreat will take place on Saturday, March 
14, 2026, at St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 2956 
N. Union, Bay City, from 9:30 AM – 7:00 PM. 
There is no cost to attend (a free will offering is 
requested to help cover the costs for catering 
and materials). The deadline to register is 
March 7, 2026.  

For more information or to register,  
contact Deacon Gary Patelski at 989.295.5849 

or Arlene Patelski at 989.295.9908,  
or email us at gapatelski@aol.com. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/4-18-2026
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/4-18-2026
mailto:khadd@diosag.org


Our next  
collection for  

FOOD  
PANTRY  
will be next 

weekend  
February 21/22 

 

Please be sure to pick up a blue 
bag from the gathering space and 
bring it back the following week-
end with your donations.  
Thank you for your consideration 

of those who are not as  
fortunate as we are. 

Stay Connected through 
Flocknote! 

 

Are you receiving 
your weekly  

Flocknote email 
from Assumption?  

 

These notes ensure 
that you won't miss 

announcements even when you're  
under the weather, out of town, or just 
forgot to grab a bulletin.  
 

We also use Flocknote emails/text 
messages to communicate about unex-
pected schedule changes, inclement 
weather, etc. Finally, these messages 
keep you connected with your parish 
family even when you can't be with us 
in person! 
 
Join the list to  
stay in touch! 
How to subscribe: 

• Scan the QR code  

• Text MID-
LANDABVM to 84576 

Or click the paper airplane 
icon at the top or bottom of 
the parish website   
 

New email address or  
cell phone number? 
Contact Anna Martin  

at anna@assumptionmidland.org  
to update your current information. 

CHRIST RENEWS  
FOR MEN 

MEN...it is time to  
step back from your  

busy schedule!  

The Men’s Christ Renews 
retreat for the Midland Area Catholic 
Community is going to be held at 
Blessed Sacrament on Saturday & 
Sunday, March 7 & 8, 2026.  
 

To register scan  
the QR Code, go  

to the web page;  
https://www.blessed-
midland.org/events/ 
mens-christ-renews/ 

 

or call Blessed Sacrament  
at 989-835-6777. 

WELCOMING 
 
 

 

Kevin & Joni Mitrzyk  

 Joaquin & Victoria Scaffino 
Mateo, Marcos, Sofia   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blessed-midland.org%2Fevents%2Fmens-christ-renews%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc917955b5a3d463f56b808de4e17711e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639034059740284075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blessed-midland.org%2Fevents%2Fmens-christ-renews%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc917955b5a3d463f56b808de4e17711e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639034059740284075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blessed-midland.org%2Fevents%2Fmens-christ-renews%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc917955b5a3d463f56b808de4e17711e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639034059740284075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
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If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Weekend Offerings 
February 7/8, 2026 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $4,116 
$3,620 

Donations ........................ $8,800 
      Weekend Total ........ $16,536 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $7,305 

February 1-8, 2026 
Weekly Envelopes ........... $8,966 
Online Giving $5,971 
Donations ...................... $13,800 
             Total .................. $28,737 
             Goal ................... $18,462 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... $10,275 

Mustard Seed Shelter  
Mustard Seed Shelter in Saginaw invites you to join us 
on Saturday, February 28th as we host a walk to raise 
awareness about the issue of homelessness and money to 
support the life-saving and life-changing work that is done 
each and every day at Mustard Seed. Come on you own or 
get a team together for Coldest Night 
of the Year! 

For more information  
visit: cnoy.com/saginaw or call  

Amy Bartels Roe @ 989-295-8392.  
We hope you can join us! 

Every Child Matters 
New Ministry to Invisible Youth 

 

Picture a teenager in 24/7 detention.  Time after time he 
watches his peers chatting with visitors, but no one comes 
to visit HIM.  Maybe no one even calls.  Please pray for  
a new community-wide ministry forming to visit these  
children in Midland County. 

 

If God is calling you to join us, look for more information 
next week, or contact Julie at 989-631-6735,  

or email maurer.julie@yahoo.com. 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fcnoy.com%2fsaginaw&c=E,1,0zwwXbAfWW-zTDDhcwy8EXaZ95cWVBETj7nc9Lqun6urCoxPWfZ2hd3gUJHa1-4xqfYWpDxngGKEHu7Aq3VmSyceHt90PD-fUUJJJn8qo-f_WxS-RBG1XIiu4Tdh&typo=1
mailto:maurer.julie@yahoo.com



