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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Please know that the church doors will be opened from 8:00am — 3:30pm, 
Mon thru Thurs if anyone is in need of a quiet place to pray and/or meditate.  

May 3, 2026                

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   This weekend, we begin 
our annual May commem-
oration of Mary, our Moth-

er, by crowning our statue of Mary  
after the Sunday morning celebration 
of the Eucharist. We rejoice that Mary 
said, “Let it be done unto me according 
to your word,” to the angel Gabriel, 
thus agreeing to be the mother of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. (Luke 1:26-38) 
Next weekend, we will celebrate Moth-
er’s Day. We will rightly rejoice with 
hearts full of gratitude for all that our 
mothers, grandmothers, great-grand-
mothers, godmothers, stepmothers, 
foster mothers, and maternal figures 
have sacrificed so that we can live, 
grow, and thrive. We owe them a debt 
that can never truly be paid. 

However, I always try to keep in my 
thoughts and prayers those who find 
this month’s celebration of motherhood 
difficult. Mother’s Day can be a fraught 
day for those whose mothers have 
died, those whose mothers abused or 
neglected them, and those who are 
estranged from their mothers.  

This year, I especially carry mothers 
who have lost children in my heart. 
Recently, a parish family lost a grand-
child only a few weeks before she was 
expected to be born and their daughter
-in-law is in very serious condition due 
to the complications that caused the 
child’s death. Another young mother 
on our parish Prayer Chain had seri-
ous complications while giving birth. 
Her child did survive, but the mother 
has major, life-altering aftereffects.  
I ask you to keep both of these 
mothers and their families in your 
prayers this week. As we prepare to 
celebrate Mother’s Day next Sunday, 
the situations of these two mothers 
highlight the fact that mothers literally 
put their entire lives at risk so that their 
children can live. 

This week, Fr. Joe sent me a mes-
sage with information about which  
I was not aware. Today, May 3, is  
International Bereaved Mother’s 
Day. So many mothers have lost a 
child, at so many stages of life. Moth-
er’s Day celebrations can perhaps be 
hardest on them most of all. One can 
scarcely think of a more difficult cross 
to bear than the one carried by parents 
who have lost a child. This week, you 
might reach out to a mother you  
know who has lost a child as Mother’s 
Day approaches. Send her a note  

or card to know that you are thinking 
about her. Invite her out for a chat or 
invite her over to your home. Give  
her a call. Don’t be afraid to ask her 
about her child: what she misses about 
him or her, what her favorite memories 
are, what the most special thing about 
their relationship was. This may seem 
like dredging up painful memories,  
but moms (and dads) do not forget 
their children, and they usually like to 
know that their child is remembered, 
that they mattered, and to share their 
love of their child with other people. 
Most of all, keep grieving mothers in 
your prayers. 

While facile religious-sounding plati-
tudes (“I guess God needed another 
angel.” “They are in a better place/are 
not suffering anymore.” “God won’t 
give you more than you can handle.”) 
could end up being hurtful to a grieving 
parent, I do believe that we can find 
comfort and hope in our faith. This 
weekend, some of our young disci-
ples are receiving their First Com-
munion. I do believe that the Eucha-
rist brings the healing of Christ Jesus 
into our wounded hearts. One of the 
only songs that we sing at every Mass 
during the year—although we some-
times recite it without music—is The 
Sanctus. “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of 
hosts. Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.” The first part of this song  

is a direct quote from the Book of the 
prophet Isaiah (6:3), when he was  
given a mystical vision of the heavenly 
throne. It is the song of the angels. We 
sing this song at every Mass to remind 
us that when we are gathered together 
for Eucharist, our liturgy is a participa-
tion in the heavenly banquet of the 
Lamb of God. (Rev. 19:1-10) Around 
the Eucharistic Altar, we are surround-
ed by saints, the famous ones and  
the ones from our lives, in one great 
chorus of praise. In God’s great mercy, 
God has given us the Eucharist as a 
way to stay connected with Jesus and 
with our loved ones who have gone 
before us to the perfect Communion 
with God and neighbor in love that we 
call Heaven. That is why we call the 
Eucharist a foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet. 

As we continue to celebrate the 
beautiful gift of motherhood during this 
month of May, may we be compas-
sionate toward those for whom this 
month can be heartbreaking. May we 
reach out to those who are hurting, 
letting them know that we see them 
and we are walking with them. And  
as nicer weather begins, may we make 
weekend Mass a priority this summer: 
strengthening our bonds of love with 
Jesus and his mother Mary, with each 
other and with Catholics throughout 
the world, and with our loved ones who 
are already enjoying the Lamb’s feast 
in the Kingdom of heaven.  

                                                 John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love, to rescue their souls from death . . . 
Our soul is waiting for the Lord, the Lord who is our help and our shield. In him do our hearts find joy. We  
trust in his holy name. May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place our hope in you.” – Psalm 33:18-22 

“[Jesus answered,] ‘Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Have faith in God; 
have faith also in me.’” – John 14:1 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
“… whoever believes in me will  

do the works that I do, and will do 
even greater ones than these …”  

John 14:12 
Embracing a stewardship way of life – 
that is recognizing and acting with the 
knowledge that all that we are and all 
that we have are gifts from God and 
should be returned to God with abun-
dance – is a response of our faith. The 
good that we do is not the cause of 
our faith, but rather the result of faith. 
How can you enhance your life as a 
steward of God’s abundant gifts? Also, 
how can you help others live as good 
stewards? 

A brief word to express my 
deep appreciation for the 
many notes of thanks and  
for the prayers offered for  

me as well.  Please know it is  
a grace and blessing to be  

sacramental minister here at 
the parish and to be part of 

the Assumption Faith Family.    

Peace, Fr. Rick 



WWW.ASSUMPTIONMARY.ORG  ●  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 3, 2026 

  

   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, May 4 
 Acts 14:5-18 
 Jn 14:21-26 

 

______________ 
  

 TUES, May 5 
Acts 14:19-28 
 Jn 14:27-31a 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Meditation 

  

 WED, May 6 
 Acts 15:1-6 
 Jn 15:1-8 

 6:30p Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, May 7 
 Acts 15:7-21 
 Jn 15:9-11 

 8:00a  Mass—Larry Lovely 
 8:30a  Rosary  

Followed by Scripture 

  

 FRI, May 8 
 Acts 15:22-31 
 Jn 15:12-17 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, May 9 
 Acts 16:1-10 
 Jn 15:18-21 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, May 10 
 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 
 1 Pt 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 
V is for Vocation: Sr. Mary Lou Owczarzak 

We give thanks for Sr. Mary Lou Owczar-
zak, who celebrates 62 years in religious 
life in 2026. Born in Bay City where she and 
her family attended St. Stanislaus Parish, 
she joined the Mission Sisters of the Holy 
Spirit in 1964 where her ministry centered 
on religious education and formation. Since 
retiring in 2013, Sr. Mary Lou has volun-

teered at Covenant Hospital, serving as a Eucharistic Minis-
ter and visiting the sick and the dying.  

What is God calling you to do? Learn more  
about vocations: https://saginaw.org/vocations     

Lord Jesus, Son of the Eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, 
give to our young people the generosity necessary to follow 
Your call and the courage required to overcome all obstacles 
to their vocation. Give to parents that faith, love and spirit  
of sacrifice which will inspire them to offer their children  

to God's service and to rejoice whenever one of their  
children is called to the priesthood or religious life. May  

Your example and that of Your Blessed Mother and  
Saint Joseph encourage both young people and parents  

and let Your grace sustain them. Amen.  (USCCB) 

 
 

  

~ This Week ~ 

Sunday, May 3 
 9:30 am Mass  
1st Eucharist Celebration 
May Crowning 
Coffee and Donut Sunday 
Baby Shower Collection 

Tuesday, May 5 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 3:15 pm Monicas

Wednesday, May 6  
25th Anniversary / Church Dedication 
 8:00 am Open Door Prep 
 10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 
 7:30 pm K of C Exemplification 

Thursday, May 7 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary followed by Scripture 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice  
 5:30 pm  

Friday, May 8 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
Saturday, May 9  
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary  
Men’s Faith Study after Rosary

 4:30 pm Mass 
Baby Shower Collection 
Sunday, May 10 
 9:30 am Mass 

Happy Mother’s Day 
(brunch after Mass) 

Baby Shower Collection 

  
Wednesday, July 22nd 

 
We have reached our  

financial goal to sponsor 
this July’s Food Truck. 
Thank you so much for  
your generous support!  

However, we need 80 vol-
unteers for the day, we 
need 42 more 

Thank You, Christian Service Committee 
Let’s make this a day that truly lives out the Gospel Message: 

“For when I was hungry you gave me to eat!” (Mt 25) 

Help Newcomers Find Community 
Imagine that you're new to the neighborhood and searching for a church to call 

home...where would you look, and how would you decide where to go?  
For many people, this search begins online. If being part of  
Assumption Parish has enriched your life, consider helping new-
comers discover our faith community by leaving an online review: 
Scan the QR code or search for our parish on Google Maps and 
click "Write a Review."  

Thanks for giving our online visitors a warm welcome! 

https://saginaw.org/vocations


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

May 3 First Eucharist at 9:30am Mass 

If you have any questions about Children’s Faith 
Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please 

contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.   

Confirmation Prep meet on Wednesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:15-8 pm. 

YM has wrapped up for the year.  Watch your email and  
the bulletin for spring/summer YM news & events! 

 

May 31 Graduation Mass 
June  16-19 Acts (989) 

 
 

   Notre Dame Vision is a 5-day experience on 
the Notre Dame campus designed to help high 
school students discover and renew God's call 
in their lives. Connect with hundreds of other 
students as you learn from the witness of the 
saints and develop practices to live your faith. 
Sharpen your spiritual vision to recognize God’s 
grace at work in your life and immerse yourself 
in the Notre Dame campus. Sleep in the dorms, 
eat in the dining hall, and pray at the numerous 
sacred spaces across campus.  
   Notre Dame Vision combines the theologically-
rich experience of hearing nationally-known  
keynote speakers with the mentorship of college 
students.  

*Save $25 if 5 or more register as a group  
(scan the QR code to register. In the application, 

it asks if your registering as  
an individual or group. Choose 

group name...Kathy Russell) 
 

For more information or to  
register: scan the QR code or 

contact Kathy Russell. 

 

Sunday, May 31st 
at the 9:30 a.m. Mass  

Followed by a reception for you & your family.  

If you are or have a senior in high school, you 
will be receiving an invitation this week to the 
Graduation Mass and reception (parents, too, 
will receive a letter!) If you are not able to  
attend, we would still like to honor you in our 
graduation insert. Please send a senior photo 
and information about future plans! 

Congratulations to all graduates! 

ACTS (989) is the new service retreat for the Diocese of Sagi-
naw that is open to youth across the diocese (entering 9th 
grade to graduating seniors). During the day, students will 
serve throughout Saginaw, and in the evening will experi-
ence a high-powered retreat with fun, speakers, Adoration, 
worship, and more. 

 

Date: June 16-19, 2026 
Cost: $50 

Location: Nouvel Catholic High School, Saginaw 
 

Registration deadline:  
Friday, May 29, 2026  

 

Register by scanning the QR Code 



WWW.ASSUMPTIONMARY.ORG  ●  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 3, 2026 

 In Loving Memory of 
 

Thanh Nguyen, Sheldon 
Levy and Carl Zupic 

 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life.  
The one who believes in me will live,  

even though they die; and whoever lives 
by believing in me will never die.”   

~John 11:25-26 

Happy 91st Birthday 
Dona McArdle 

May 1, 2026 

The Knights of Fr. Henry P. 
DuRussel Council 2141 would 
like to extend their thanks and 
appreciation to those who sup-

ported the council’s Tootsie Roll drive on 
Palm Sunday weekend. The collection of 
$496.26 will be shared with Special Olym-
pics Area 30 [Midland County], Tall In The 
Saddle, and The Arc of Midland.   
 

You’re Invited!! 
Join your fellow parishioners in the Knights  
of Columbus and keep our parish strong! 

K of C Exemplification  
Ceremony 

Wednesday, May 6 
at 7:30pm in DuRussel Hall 

For more info, contact Matt Glaccum  
989-430-8622 | md2141@mikofc.org 

Open Door  
   Once a month, you could 
find a half dozen women in 
the church kitchen early in 
the morning. The grocery 
shopping has already oc-
curred. They are preparing a 
meal to be served at Open 
Door. The meal provides 

lunch to 75-100 people. Another group of parishioners serves lunch also.  
This Assumption ministry, reaches out and provides nourishment to 

members of our community in need. 
If you would financially like to give, you can give online through Our 

Sunday Visitor portal at https://www.osvhub.com/assumptionmary/
giving/funds, you can scan the QR code or drop a donation into the col-
lection basket with “Open Door” written on the memo line. 

Thank you to all our volunteers for helping those in need 
and to our generous donors for your financial contributions! 

 

If you would like to volunteer your time,  
please contact the parish office. 

BLESSED SACRAMENT  
RUMMAGE SALE 

Wednesday, May 20th / 9 am – 5 pm 
Thursday, May 21st / 9 am – 5 pm 

Friday, May 22nd (bag day) / 9 am – Noon 



 

ANNUAL  
RUMMAGE SALE 

May 19-21, 2026 
The parish rummage sale for charity, is coming up soon, just 
in time for spring cleaning! This is a great chance for parish-
ioners to clean out the clutter and other possessions you no 
longer need. 

 

DROP OFF SCHEDULE:    
MAY 14-16 FROM 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

These are the available hours for donating items.  
PLEASE, NO EXCEPTIONS.  

We are unable to accept large pieces of indoor exercise  
equipment (treadmills, stationary bikes, etc.), expired baby 

items like car seats and cribs, non-flat screen monitors or TVs. 
 

SALE DATES ARE MAY 19-21:    
MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED AND ALWAYS WELCOME! 

No experience necessary.  
Help is needed from May 14-21, times are flexible. 

Sign-up sheets are at the welcome circle in the gathering space 
or contact Emily Richards emily.dale87@gmail.com. 

Once again we are sponsoring a 

For Life Clinic 
 

Bring In Your Donations  
May 2/3 and May 9/10 

 

TOP DONATION REQUESTS: 
Infant onesies, receiving blankets 
*Toddler pajamas and clothing for    
   sizes 24 mo., 2T, and 4T 
*Diapers (name brand or store brand)  
   sizes 4 through 7 
Diaper bags 
Sippy cups 
Baby wash or shampoo 
Desitin or A&D ointment  
Formula–Regular (yellow can) 
   and Gentlease (purple can) 
New or gently used infant or  
   children’s books 
Rice packs/lotions, breast pads for 
   mother’s comfort 
$25 gas only, gas cards  
Cash donations also accepted 
 

*They have extended their offerings  
to include items for children  

up to 3 years old and are especially  
in need of these items. 

Diocese of Saginaw Migrant Collection 

   Migrant workers are a big part of all those that do 
the essential work needed to help feed our nation. 
Some migrant workers have nothing but each other, 
some clothes, and their faith in God, and yet, are 
filled with gratitude. The Diocese of Saginaw’s Mi-
grant Ministry programs are not possible without 
help from people like you. 
   You may drop off food, clothing items, and mone-
tary donations beginning May 16/17 and conclud-
ing May 31st. This will take the place of our monthly 
food pantry collection.  (* high demand items) 
 

MOST REQUESTED ITEMS 
White Flour* 
Shortening* 

Baking Powder* 
Cooking Oil 

Corn 
Pinto Beans 

Rice 
Cereal 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Salt & Black Pepper 

Toiletries 
Cleaning Supplies 

Baby Diapers 
All sizes children’s clothing 

Men’s and Women’s clothing suitable for field work: 
long sleeve shirts, jeans/workpants, shoes, socks. 

Men of Music Concert to benefit the 
Toni & Trish House 

for the care of the terminally ill 

Tuesday, May 5th         7:00 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

3701 Jefferson Ave, Midland 

All proceeds from this concert will go to the  
Toni & Trish House….free will offering 

 







I am the way, the truth and the life,  
says the Lord; no one comes to  
the Father, except through me.  

It is easy to sign up, just go to our website at: 

AssumptionMary.org 

Weekend Offerings 
April 25/26, 2026 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $3,202 
$1,091 

Donations ........................ $1,000 
      Weekend Total .......... $5,293 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($3,938) 

April 1-26, 2026 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $17,122 
Online Giving $9,828 
Donations ...................... $13,400 
         Total ...................... $40,350 
         Goal ....................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... $3,426 




