ASCENSION of the Lord

Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish

3516 E. Monroe Rd.
Midland, Ml 48642-8824

May 17, 2026

Weekend Liturgical Schedule

Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.

Exposition/Reconciliation:
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m.

Mass from Assumption is LIVE
streamed at our SUNDAY Mass, so
keep an eye out for our Flocknote; you
can also check out our Facebook page
and website for a link.

See inside the bulletin for the weekday
schedule of worship services.

How To Contact Us

Office Hours: Mon - Thurs / 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m.,
Fridays / 8:30 a.m.—noon

Parish Office: 989-631-4447

Fax: 989-835-9722

Email: Assumption@AssumptionMidland.org
Website: www.AssumptionMary.org

Parish Staff

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline,
Email: john@assumptionmidland.org
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary,
Email: rfilary@diosag.org
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski,
Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,
Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org
Children’s Faith Formation:
Wendy Graveline,

Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer,

Email: im@assumptionmidland.org

Office Professionals: "6o and teach all nations, says the Lord:;

Val Rossi, : : "
Email: val@assumptionmidland.org I am with you alwa)ﬁé 2‘;";9'2 2}(1)?3 end of the world.

Rachelle Boyer,
Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org

Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, BULLETIN DEADLINE:
Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org noon on MONDAY for the May 24th issue
Maintenance Speciallst: Brad Hill, noon on THURSDAY, May 21st for the May 31st issue
Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org

www.assumptionmary.org n @assumption.midland l@l @assumptionmidland u @assumptionmidland


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/

“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the‘ Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report aboui‘ him spread through all the surrounding

country. He began to teach in their synagogues . . .

He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of

the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim a year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:4-5,17-19

Bishop Gruss has proclaimed the next
year, from Pentecost 2026 through Pen-
tecost 2027, as a Year of the Holy Spirit
throughout the Diocese of Saginaw. In his
letter of proclamation, he invited us to
become “more missional focused . . . that
ministry begins ‘with the power of the
Holy Spirit.”” The bishop envisions “num-
erous events in the Diocese and in partic-
ular parishes to celebrate the Year of the
Holy Spirit.”

As one response to the bishop’s invita-
tion, | would like to invite us as a parish
to reflect over the summer on one of the
main ways that the Holy Spirit has spoken
through our church in modern times.
Beginning this past January, Pope Leo
began a series of teachings each Wed-
nesday on the topic of Vatican I, helping
us to better listen and heed how the Holy
Spirit has spoken to us in our times. The
pope stated that he is sharing these
reflections as “a valuable opportunity to
rediscover the beauty and importance” of
the documents of Vatican Il, which are
still “a guiding principle for us today . . .
the guiding star of the Church’s journey
today.”

What is Vatican II? Vatican Il was an
ecumenical council (worldwide meeting of
bishops and other guests) which was
called together at the Vatican in 1962 by
Pope St. John XXIIl. When he opened the
council, Pope John prayed to the Holy
Spirit to “renew your wonders in our day
as by a new Pentecost.” This was an un-
expected move by the Holy Father, since
Vatican Il was only the second ecumeni-
cal council since the mid-16" century and
the first in almost 100 years. The council
was concluded by Pope St. Paul VI in
1965. Vatican Il produced 16 documents,
which have shaped the life of Catholics
and other Christians over the past 60 yrs.

Why was Vatican Il convoked at that
time by Pope John XXII1?

Almost all the over 20 ecumenical
councils in history were called to settle
disputes of Christian doctrine in the face
of unorthodox teachings (heresies) being
spread that threatened the unity of the
Church’s faith and practice. The First
Vatican Council (1869-1870) was called
because of the political reality of the
dissolution of the Papal States in ltaly,
which was putting to an end the era
where the Pope ruled the governing of
both the Church and the state. It defined
the Pope’s unique role in the Church,
even as the papacy was losing its influ-
ence in the political sphere.

The Second Vatican Council was differ-
ent. It was not a doctrinal council, but a
pastoral council. The first half of the 20™
century had been the most violent and

destructive in history. The great advances
in technology, while solving many prob-
lems that had plagued humanity through-
out history, had also been turned against
humanity. The bloodshed and devastation
of the two World Wars (mostly between
Christian nations!), the unimaginable evil
of the Jewish Holocaust and other ethnic/
national genocides, the rise of a kind
of Atheistic nationalism (Communism,
Nazism) that justified the denial of human
dignity and human rights, the detonation
of nuclear weapons upon Japan and their
subsequent proliferation, etc. put the
world on the brink of annihilation. Human
life had never been violated so casually.
In this context, a Catholic Church taklng
its direction from the Council of Trent (16

century-concerned with the challenge of
the Protestant Reformation) would be
inadequate to the new situation in which
humanity found itself in the mid-20™
century. Put simply, the Lutherans (and
other Protestants) were not the problem.
The entire world had lost its sense of God
(as the philosopher Nietzsche ruefully
observed that “God is dead” in the
modern world). When humans lose faith
in the reality of the Living God, we lose
the sense that we are all related as
sisters and brothers in the Father’s love
and that we are all created in the image
of the God who is Love. Thus, others
become means or obstacles to fulfil our
desires, leaving violence and death as
means to attain this end.

Vatican Il walked two complimentary
paths to address the threats to the very
existence of humanity and our_common
home that marked the mid-20™ century
(and still mark our times). One was the
path of ressourcement. The other was
the path of aggiornamento. Ressource-
ment is a French term meaning “return to
the sources.” The bishops at Vatican Il
recognized that our times are more like
the times that the early Christians experi-
enced under the paganism of the Roman
Empire than they resembled the “Christ-
endom that characterized Europe of the
2" millennium. Vatican Il called us back
to the roots of our tradition, roots that take
account of the entirety of Christian history
not just the tradition that arose out of the
Catholic counter-Reformation. A renewed
Church able to meet modern challenges
must take inspiration from the entire tradi-
tion. Aggiornamento is an lItalian word
that means “adaptation and updating.” A
Church that seeks to be fruitful must
speak to modern people in ways that we
can understand. It must not only look
back into the tradition but also forward
toward the unique situation of our times,
speaking to people’s real needs and

concerns. Christians in our times cannot
withdraw from the concerns of modern
people and the political and moral reali-
ties that we face together but engage
those realities under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. The model for aggiornamento
is the Incarnation of Jesus, when the
eternal Son of God became human
(assuming but not absorbing human
nature) and encountered the people and
situational realities of his place and time,
transforming them from within not through
violence or coercion, but through love.

One way that | would like to invite us to
follow the promptings of Pope Leo and
Bishop Gruss is by prayerfully reading (or
rereading) the documents of Vatican Il
over the summer. | will be doing this as
a spiritual practice myself. Each week
between now and the end of summer,
I will reflect on an aspect or two of each
document that might be relevant to our
personal and communal journey at the
beginning of this Year of the Holy Spirit.
The documents can be found on the Vati-
can website. Thematically, | have orga-
nized the documents into the categories:
(1) Who we are as a Church [May and
June], (2) How we are related to other
believers [July], and (3) What is our mis-
sion? [August].

This week, | would propose that we
reflect on the Vatican Il document The
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church.
It's also known by its Latin title Lumen
Gentium. It can be found on the Vatican
website by doing an internet search for
either title. | hope that we can journey
together with the pope and our bishop,
following this “guiding star of the Church’s
journey today” as we heed and discern
the Holy Spirit's promptings both person-
ally and as a community of faith.

John

fﬂseznswn of the lsord

.. He raised his eyes to
heaven and said ... ‘I glori-
ror ’e; geen fied you on earth by accom-
ca | plishing the work you gave
B==  metodo.” John 17: 1, 4

T_,*\f‘ 2.

Jesus completed the work that God
the Father set forth for him. What
about us? Do we discern or know the
work that God has planned for us?
God has given each of us talents and
abilities and as stewards of His king-
dom, we are called to use those gifts
to help others.
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V is for Vocation: Pope Leo XIV
We give thanks for Pope Leo XIV. We pray for
His Holiness as he begins his second year of
ministry as the successor to St. Peter, head of
the Holy Church. In his message to the faith-
ful for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations

. Schedule
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ASSUMPTION

?\' * Worship

Xc:ct)sNi 3’_'13_%18 on April 26, Pope Leo writes, "Indeed, a voca-
Jn 16:29-33 tion is not a fixed point, but a dynamic pro-
TUES, May 19 8:00a Mass cess of maturation sustained by intimacy with
Acts 20:17-27 8:30a Rosary our Lord. To grow in one’s vocation means
Jn 17:1-11a Followed by Meditation being with Jesus, allowing the Holy Spirit to act in our hearts and
WED, May 20 6:30p Mass . in the circumstances of life, and reinterpreting everything in
JArc]:t1372?12b81%8 Foggl’,v‘f?‘é%niﬁgﬁﬂon light of this gift... A vocation, therefore, is not an immediate
THUR, May 21 3:00a  Mass possession — something “given” once and for all. Instead, it is a
Acts 22:30: 23:6-11 8:30a Rosary path that unfolds much like life itself. The gift we have received
Jn 17:20-26 must not only be protected but also nourished by a daily rela-
FRI, May 22 8:00a Mass tionship with God in order to grow and bear fruit.”
JAr(]:t§12:1551_?8-21 8:30a  Rosary Learn more about vocations: https://saginaw.org/vocations
SAT, May 23 PENTECOST VIGIL Hail Mary, full of grace; all generations call you blessed. Hail
Genesis 11:1-9; Exodus 19: 8:30a Rosary Mother of God; when asked by the angel to bear the Son of the
3-8A, 16-20B; Ezekiel 37:1-14;14:30p Mass ) Most High, filled with faith, you responded: "Let it be done unto
Joel 3:1-5; John 7:37-39 People of the Parish me." Holy Mother of Jesus, at the wedding feast at Cana, you
232’2“2313’124 9:30a Pﬁr;IISECOST SUNDAY prompted your Son to perform his first sign. Be with us as we dis-
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 People of the Parish cern our life's work and guide us in the way we are called to follow
Jn 20:19-23 in the footsteps of your Son. Amen. (adapted from USCCB)
You are invited to join this year’s .
excursion to the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) ~ This W¢¢R ~
sponsored by Our Lady of Grace Parish and the Evangelization Committee Sunday, May 17
Although the DIA is known for its wide representation of the arts, this year’s bus  ASCENSION SUNDAY
trip is being billed: “Look for the Halos!” 9:30am Mass

This will be an inspiring look into the history of European art and its influence on ~ Migrant Worker Collection

Catholicism OR the influence Catholicism has had on the arts over the centuries. Monday, May 18 )
The fun ride on Mitchell Motorcoach, Ltd. leaves no later than 10:00 on June 17, 1:00 pm  BeFriender Meeting
2026. From Our Lady of Grace Parish parking lot in Sanford. Once we arrive, there ~ Tuesday, May 19

is a quick orientation by DIA staff. If needed, DIA is very accommodating for CHCUEm LR

8:30 am Rosary followed by meditation
attendees with handicap facilities available. (Bring your own assistance—There’s 3:15 pm Monigafs y

lots of room on the bus). 5:30 pm Faith Formation Meeting
After a fun, inspirational day at the DIA, we will return to the Our Lady of Grace 7:00 pm  Finance Meeting
Parish parking lot where we started, at 2500 N West River RD, Sanford, at approxi- Rummage Sale: Tuesday, 9-7pm;
mately 6:00 PM. Cost: $40 (includes bus fare and entry fee to DIA) Wednesday, 9-5pm; Thursday, 9-noon
Payment can be made at Our Lady of Grace Parish office (check or cash only) Wednesday, May 20

Questions? Contact Tom Plachta 989 450 1718 or email tomplachta31@gmail.com 6:30 pm  Mass followed by Exposition
and Reconciliation

Thursday, May 21

Kate Matthews Sandy Lovely o e
< 6:30pm Mendelssohn’
May 18th ‘ May 19th SO e
93 years ‘ 86 years Friday, May 22
T, ' 8:00 am Mass

8:30 am Rosary

Saturday, May 23

PENTECOST VIGIL
8:30 am Rosary

Men'’s Faith Study after Rosary
4:30 pm Mass

Migrant Worker Collection

Sunday, May 24
PENTECOST SUNDAY

9:30 am Mass
Migrant Worker Collection

Tappy
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https://saginaw.org/vocations
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ildren’s Faith Formation & Usuth:Ministry

CHILDREN

Vacation Bible School—
being held at Blessed Sacrament

June 15-18

If you have any questions about Children’s ' ‘

Faith Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word,
please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings

PN We would like to celebrate
at the 9:30 a.m. Mass
will be receiving an invitation this week to the
attend, we would still like to honor you in our at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.

HIGH SCHOOL and
with you on
Followed by a reception for you & your family.
Graduation Mass and reception (parents, too,
graduation insert. Please send a senior photo

COLLEGE GRADUATES
Sunday, May 31st
If you are or have a senior in high school, you
will receive a letter!) If you are not able to
and information about future plans!

College graduates...

We do not send out invitations, but if you
or your son/daughter are graduating from
college, please email Kathy Russell
at kathyr@assumptionmidland.org
by Wednesday, May 20th.

Let us know the college you are graduating
from, your degree, future plans, send a
photo, and let us know if you and your
family will be able to attend Mass and

the reception following.

Congratulations to all graduates!

ASSUMPTION
ANNUAL
RUMMAGE SALE
SALE DATES ARE

MAY 19-21

Tuesday, May 19
9:00 am —7:00 pm
Wednesday, May 20
9:00 am —5:00 pm
Thursday, May 21 (bag day)
9:00 am — Noon

Confirmation Prep meet on Wednesday evenings
at Assumption from 6:15-8 pm.

YM has wrapped up for the year. Watch your email and
the bulletin for spring/summer YM news & events!

May 31 Graduation Mass
June 16-19 Acts (989)

Have questions about YM or events, please contact:
Kathy Russell (kathyr@assumptionmidland.or

ACTS (989)

SERVICE RETREAT

SERVE THE CITY
ENCOUNTER THE SAVIOR

JUNE 16TH-19TH, 2026
NOUVEL HIGH SCHOOL, SAGINAW
OPEN TO YOUTH ACROSS THE DIOCESE
{ GRADE TO GRADUATING SENIORS

Ak ACTS (989) is the new service retreat for the Diocese of Sagi-
L1 naw that is open to youth across the diocese (entering 9th

”'J"irii * grade to graduating seniors). During the day, students will

serve throughout Saginaw, and in the evening will experi-
ence a high-powered retreat with fun, speakers, Adoration,
worship, and more.

Date: June 16-19, 2026
Cost: S50
Location: Nouvel Catholic High School, Saginaw

Registration deadline:
Friday, May 29, 2026

Register by scanning the QR Code
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FOOD TRUCK

OUTREACH
Wednesday, July 22nd

We have reached our financial goal
to sponsor this July’s Food Truck.
Thank you so much for your
generous support!

However, we still need 41
more volunteers for the day.
Please take time to consider

2! signing up to help out with
# this very important ministry

to those in need of food for
their table.
Families are welcomed!

A great gift that you can pass on to your kids is the gift of volunteering!

Questions or to sign-up, please call the parish office at 989-631-4447.

“Truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear
the name of Christ will by no means lose their reward." ~ Mark 9:41

A SACRED MUSIC CONCERT:

Approaching the Solemnity of
PENTECOST
Assumption Cathedral &

Assumption Parish
present the monumental
Oratorio “Elijah”

by Felix Mendelssohn.

The performance will feature
choir, soloists,
chamber orchestra with organ.

First Performance:

3 PM, SUNDAY
MAY 17™, 2026
Cathedral of Mary
of the Assumption
615 Hoyt Avenue
Saginaw, M|

Second Performance:

6:30 PM, THURSDAY
MAY 2157 2026
Assumption of the

Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
3516 E. Monroe Rd.
Midland, MI

Free Admission | Freewill Offering

Now Hiring:
Coordinator of Middle
School Youth Ministry
at Blessed Sacrament

Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church is seeking a Coordinator of
Middle School Youth Ministry to
join our Faith Formation Team!

This is a Full-Time position. A back-
ground check, fingerprinting, and
VIRTUS training are required.

Under the direction of the Faith
Formation Team Leader, the Coor-
dinator will design and implement
middle school youth programs
that empower our youth to live as
disciples of Jesus Christ and draw
them into the life and mission of
the Catholic Church. Key responsi-
bilities include leading our Sunday
Night Youth Ministry program and
our two-year Confirmation Prepa-
ration program in collaboration
with Assumption and St. Brigid
parishes.

Ideal candidates will:

¢ Be an active, practicing Catholic
with a heart for ministry

¢ Hold a degree or certification in
Education or Religious Studies/
Theology (or equivalent experi-
ence)

* Have experience leading faith
formation, ideally with students

For the complete job description
and application details, please visit
Blessed Sacrament's website:
https://www.
blessed-midland.org/parish-news/
hiring-middle-school-youth-

minister/

Please send your resume to
hello@blessed-midland.org.
Do you know someone who would
be a great fit? Invite them to apply!

BLESSED SACRAMENT
RUMMAGE SALE
3109 Swede Ave, Midland

RUMMAGE SALE HOURS:
Wednesday, May 20"/ 9 am-5 pm
Thursday, May 21% / 9 am=5 pm
Friday, May 22™ (bag day)

9 am—noon

No Public Pre-Sale!!!
All proceeds will go to local charities!
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fhiring-middle-school-youth-minister%2f&c=E,1,Td4bBp37KxZDl8Y6_zsAfoqxNQ_mJDHtVJb5j9HnEUcjL3pQwF2kaTb4EGEBORr4h7-mNvTeDNoe1sp3Z3Rp2MnBjsjTDFlXamdDMu_UUujZaK0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fhiring-middle-school-youth-minister%2f&c=E,1,Td4bBp37KxZDl8Y6_zsAfoqxNQ_mJDHtVJb5j9HnEUcjL3pQwF2kaTb4EGEBORr4h7-mNvTeDNoe1sp3Z3Rp2MnBjsjTDFlXamdDMu_UUujZaK0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fhiring-middle-school-youth-minister%2f&c=E,1,Td4bBp37KxZDl8Y6_zsAfoqxNQ_mJDHtVJb5j9HnEUcjL3pQwF2kaTb4EGEBORr4h7-mNvTeDNoe1sp3Z3Rp2MnBjsjTDFlXamdDMu_UUujZaK0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fhiring-middle-school-youth-minister%2f&c=E,1,Td4bBp37KxZDl8Y6_zsAfoqxNQ_mJDHtVJb5j9HnEUcjL3pQwF2kaTb4EGEBORr4h7-mNvTeDNoe1sp3Z3Rp2MnBjsjTDFlXamdDMu_UUujZaK0,&typo=1
mailto:hello@blessed-midland.org

"BELIEVE
June 15-18, THAT | SHALL

5 9am-noon <. 4E GooD

at Blessed

Sacrament Church EHINGS O &l HE

LORD IN THE

Registration:
$30: 1 child LAND OF THE |
$50: 2 siblings in LIVING: |

the same family
$70: 3+ siblings in
the same family

*Includes 1 CD or
digital download code
We need Diocese of Saginaw
) Migrant Collection
VOIunteers too' Migrant workers are a big part of all

those that do the essential work needed
to help feed our nation. Some migrant
workers have nothing but each other,
some clothes, and their faith in God, and
yet, are filled with gratitude. The Diocese
of Saginaw’s Migrant Ministry programs
are not possible without help from people

use the registration link

https://www.blessed-midland.org/events/
vacation-bible-school

Memorial Da like you.
M y You may drop off food, clothing items,
ass and monetary donations beginning May

Mark your calendars! 16/17 and concluding May 31st. This will
The annual| take the place of our monthly food pantry
Memorial Day collection. (* high demand items)
Mass in honor MOST REQUESTED ITEMS
of our veter- White Flour*
Shortening*
Baking Powder*

ans will take
place at New

Calvary Cath- Cooking Ol
. Corn
olic Cemetery on Monday, Pinto Beans
Join Holy Spirit Parish May 25 at 8:30 a.m. Rice
as they celebrate and dedicate Fr. Rick will be presiding Cereal
their new organ at the Mass. The Mass will Peanut Butter & Jelly
A concert will take place in the church E)aulfcfjo?)lfzzrL?n;h:regh?Dpue; Salt %_gi'laei':iepspper
1035 Nfrzlr\:\e;'%%':i?gg]l?’m 48609 to very limited seating Cleaning Supplies
’ ) attendees are requested Baby Diapers
on Sunday, May 31 to bring their own lawn All sizes children’s clothing
Organists from the Diocese of Saginaw | chairs. Men’s and Women’s clothing suitable for
will be featured. The concert will be fol- field work: long sleeve shirts, jeans/
lowed by light refreshments. workpants, shoes, socks.
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Catholic
Discipleship

Small Group Series

Mondays at 6:30 PM ¢ June 1-August 31

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
3516 E. Monroe Rd, Midland, Ml

Grow in discipleship during the
Year of the Holy Spirit through
a summer small group!

Each session will offer time for
fellowship, prayer, Scripture
reflection, and discussion of a
weekly theme, from personal
encounter to missionary
discipleship.

Preregistration is not required
All are welcome!

Questions? Contact John Graveline: john@assumptionmidland.org
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DIVE IN and make your way out to Dow Diamond on Sunday, July 12th
to watch the Great Lakes Loons battle the Dayton Dragons. Enjoy the
ball game and listen to our very own MACC Choir sing the National Anthem.

Sunday, July 12th § ToHLED
TIME @ 1:05 PM Box Tickets in
Section 103

Discounted to
$12.50 each

You can buy your tickets online this year at
https:/ /www.gofevo.com/event/maccchoir
or scan the QR code.
You may also order tickets from Travis Webb at the Loons e P
ticket office at 989-837-6173 or email twebb@loons.com. 5:.. ot

For any questions, please contact your parish office. sed ol L3 §
Assumption 989-631-4447 Blessed Sacrament 989-835-6777 & °::=; g oty
St. Brigid 989-835-7121 Our Lady of Grace 989-687-5657

989.837.6173 LOONS.COM




E Scan the QR
ﬁ < ;} code to
"-\.{rh. follow our

E' -"'11&‘ Facebook page!
B

(0) rd of Trustees
Mike Shabluk - President
Bob Miller - Vice President
Alan Watson - Treasurer
Debra Gunn - Secretary

Bishop Robert Gruss - Ex officio

Fr. Bill Rutkowski - Liaison to
the Bishop

Ruth Buko

Hector Malacara

Mary Reynolds

Dcn. Bob Sasiela

Den. Rick Warner

Rob Warner

Our Staff

Kristin Smith - Executive Director
Sandy Zondlak - Finance Manager

Chad Cook - Endowment &
Database Manager

Grace Giroux - Communications &
Development Specialist

026 Quarter-At-A-Glan

May S, 12:00 p.m.
Virtual Investment Forum
Scan the QR code to RSVP.

Grant Applications Close

Cath&lic COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
OF MID-MICHIGAN

Grants recipients at the Foundation’s 2025 Grants Luncheon.

The Catholic Community Foundation’s 2026 Grant Application
period is now open! Our community grants are designed to support
the immediate needs of our entire community throughout Mid-
Michigan. Grant applications will close on June 30, 2026.

With the Foundation’s stewardship of endowed funds, we are

able to provide both long-term, perpetual support to parishes and
schools, while also stewarding your gifts to support the needs of our
community right now.

Last year, the Foundation disbursed more than $150,000 to grant
recipients. Their service to our community focused on a range of
causes, like the needs of our Catholic schools and the needs of the poor
and vulnerable. From supporting food banks to providing free health
care, our grant recipients work every day to lift up our community by
supporting those most vulnerable.

As we celebrate the Foundation’s 20" Anniversary, we are so thankful
for the donors who make these grants possible. In total, the Catholic
Community Foundation has disbursed more than $1.9 million in
community grants. It’s a part of our 20 year legacy
of generously supporting the spiritual, educational, ;J"l} F-:@
and social needs of the Diocese of Saginaw.

To apply for 2026 grants, visit our website at
www.ccfmm.org/grants or scan the QR code.




May/June 2026

After attending one of the Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-
Michigan’s “End of Life with Christ” seminars, Mary Reynolds and her
husband Roger arranged to look at a cemetery plot. That’s where they
discovered that many Catholics can’t afford a proper Catholic burial.

When Roger unexpectedly passed away in 2024, Mary said, “I gave Roger
the best Catholic funeral he could have had.” Afterwards, she set up an
endowment with the Foundation to help others have a Catholic funeral.

Mary and Roger were married for 63 years. They met on a blind date,
but as Mary says, “I knew it was love at first sight. I knew he was the
one.” Everyone loved Roger. He was kind, laid back, and loving, and
complimented Mary as they raised three children. “He lived a full life,”

said Mary. “He was happy. He wouldn’t have done anything differently.” P e

Mary and Roger decided to learn how to invest to better provide for their Mary and Roger Reynolds.

family. Soon, Mary started to view investing as stewardship of God’s
gifts. “God gave you the talent, the grace, and everything you need to know how to give back,” Mary explained.

Before Roger’s passing, he and Mary talked about setting up an endowment. As a lifelong Catholic, Mary knew
the importance of stewardship. “I just had a sense of responsibility to be generous because the Lord has blessed
us,” Mary said. “I felt the need to give back—not because somebody asked me, but because I felt that in my
heart it was the right thing to do.”

After Roger’s passing, Mary and her family established the Roger Reynolds Family Endowment, designed to
provide funds for Catholic funerals and burials for those in need in Saginaw County. In fact, Mary set up the
endowment with an initial gift from her IRA that fulfilled her Required Minimum Distribution (RMD). While
receiving the tax benefits of giving from her IRA, Mary also ensured her family’s gift will benefit the Catholic
community of the Diocese of Saginaw for generations.

Now, Mary is the Foundation’s newest board member and serves on the Investment Committee. When Mary
talks to others about giving to fulfill a RMD, she recommends having a glass-half-full kind of attitude. “Start
thinking differently about the giving process,” Mary encourages. You can give to your children through your
church—sustaining your family, church, and Catholic community for generations.

“When I give in abundance, I receive in abundance,” Mary simply says. “God gives you the direction. You just
have to be open and willing to listen.”

Celebrating 20 years generously supporting the spiritual, educational, and social needs of the Diocese of Saginaw.




Celebrating the Sacrament of Matrimony

The Diocese of Saginaw will celebrate the Sacrament of
Matrimony on Sunday, August 30, 2026, with Mass cele-
brated by Bishop Gruss at 2:00 p.m., at Holy Spirit Parish,
1035 N River Rd, Saginaw. A reception will follow.

Couples celebrating milestone anniversaries anytime in
2026 (beginning with 5 years and in 5-year E :
increments thereafter) are welcome to join :
along with their children and their families.

To register scan the QR code,
or call Kelly Hadd at 989.797.6655.

SACRED HEART RUMMAGE SALE
Activity Center
400 N. Silverleaf, Gladwin

RUMMAGE SALE HOURS:
Thursday, June 4th - 9am — 5pm
Friday, June 5th - 9am — 5pm
Saturday, June 6th (bag day) - 9am — 4pm

Praise and Worship is
Thursday, May 21st!

At Our Lady of Grace Church

in Sanford at 7:00 p.m.
Any questions contact Ceil Duley
at ceil.duley@ourladyofgracemi.org

If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep
in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device.

Wegekend Offerings THANK YOU so much for
May 9/10, 2026 your continued support
Weekly Envelopes........... $5,372  in getting your contribu-
Online Giving (5/4—5/10) ......... $3,450 tions into the office.
ek Torar gy Please make out a
"""" ’ separate check for the
Weekly Godal.................... 59,231 special collections.
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... 52,591
May 1-10, 2026
Weekly Envelopes......... $11,009
Online GiVing .....cccoceevvevnen. $7,069
Donations......cccceeeeeeuunnees $8,000
Total...cccvveeeneee $26,078
Goal.......vvveaannn, 18,462
Overage/(Shortfall) ......... S$7,616

“Onhne Giving

It is easy to sign up, just scan the QR code or go to our
website at: AssumptionMary.org and click donate.

If you have any questions: email Sandy at sandym@assumptionmidland.org
or call the parish office at 989-631-4447.

Let’'s craft

your future.
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