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Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

May 31, 2026               

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   As we continue to reflect 
upon the documents of Vati-
can II at the beginning of 

the Year of the Holy Spirit, this week we 
explore The Decree on the Apostolate 
of Lay People (also known by its Latin 
title Apostolicam actuositatem). This 
document is best considered in light of 
Chapter IV (“The Laity”) of The Dogmat-
ic Constitution on the Church which we 
read last week. I would like to offer a 
few aspects of these documents that 
might be beneficial for us to consider at 
the outset of this Year of the Holy Spirit. 

First, let us define what it means to be 
a lay person in the Church and what is 
at the root of this identity. A lay person 
is any Christian who has not received 
the Sacrament of Holy Orders (Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons) or is not in the 
state of Religious Life (Religious Sisters 
and Brothers such as Franciscans,  
Augustinians, Dominicans, etc.). In oth-
er words, over 99% of Christians. How-
ever, Vatican II was very clear not to 
center the lay vocation in what we are 
not, but in what we are, baptized mem-
bers in Christ. (Galatians 3:27) “From 
the fact of their union with Christ the 
head there flows the laity’s right and 
duty to be apostles. Inserted as they  
are in the Mystical Body of Christ  
by baptism and strengthened by the  
power of the Holy Spirit in confirmation, 
it is by the Lord himself that they are 
assigned to the apostolate.” (no. 3) Bap-
tism is the foundation of the lay vocation 
to holiness. 

The unique apostolate of the laity is 
that we live in and influence society in 
ways that the ordained and religious 
cannot. “The characteristic of the lay 
state being a life led in the midst of the 
world and of secular affairs, the laity are 
called by God to make of their aposto-
late, through the vigor of their Christian 
spirit, a leaven in the world.” (no. 2) The 
years following Vatican II opened up 
many new opportunities for ministry in 
the Church for lay people, such Ministry 
of the Word (Lector) and of the Eucha-
rist both at Mass and to the sick and 
homebound, trained professional and 
volunteer parish lay ministers, increased 
responsibility for the guidance of the 
pastoral and administrative ministry of 
the parish through the Pastoral Council, 
Finance Council, and other parish coun-
cils and commissions, along with many 
other opportunities to become involved 
in parish ministries. This has been a 
great fruit of Vatican II! However, assis-

tance with these various church minis-
tries is only a small fraction of the lay 
apostolate.  

The primary place that lay people 
are called to live out their baptism is 
in the midst of everyday family, work, 
and societal commitments. We are 
principally called to witness to the light 
and love of Christ in the ordinary  
circumstances in which we find our-
selves each day. The mission of the 
Church cannot solely rest in the hands 
of the less than 1% of Christians  
who are ordained or living in professed 
Religious Life. We are in places and 
interacting with people that will rarely, if 
ever, interact with a priest or religious. It 
is not a matter of wearing a large cross 
or decorating with statues and other 
icons of faith either at home or at work 
(although tasteful clothing, jewelry, or 
imagery can inspire us and be used at 
the service of evangelization), but a 
matter of how the Good News of Jesus 
is put into practice in our lives and how 
we build up the Kingdom of God in our 
world. How do we treat people at home, 
school, shopping, work, or in our neigh-
borhoods? Are we quick to apologize 
when we are wrong and to forgive when 
we are wronged? Do we seek peaceful 
and just solutions to the problems and 
tensions in our lives? Do people find our 
compassion remarkable and attractive? 
Is the quality of our work an expression 
of stewardship and gratitude for God’s 
gifts, bringing them to increase for the 
benefit of all? The witness of the lives  
of lay people is the only Gospel that 
some people will ever read. There 
should be at least one thing that our 
friends and acquaintances can point to 
and say, “She does that because she’s 
Catholic.” or “He won’t do that because 
he’s Catholic.” 

The Decree on the Apostolate of Lay 
People speaks of the lay apostolate. 
Apostolate is not a term that we use 
very often outside of the context of 
church. The document defines it this 
way, “The Church was founded to 
spread the Kingdom of Christ over all 
the earth for the glory of God the  
Father, to make all people partakers in 
redemption and salvation, and through 
them to establish the right relationship 
of the entire world to Christ. Every activ-
ity of the Mystical Body with this in view 
goes by the name of apostolate.” (no. 2) 
Therefore, rooted in our union with  
Jesus through Baptism and the other 
Sacraments (John 15:5), lay apostolate 

has a threefold mission: evangelization, 
social renewal, and charitable aid.  

We are all called to proclaim the Gos-
pel. Evangelization is not about sharing 
what you know, but Who you know. In 
this spirit, we will regularly invite parish-
ioners to witness their relationship with 
the Lord before the weekend liturgies.  

The apostolate of social renewal rec-
ognizes that the redemption won for us 
through Christ’s cross and resurrection 
is not just about the salvation of individ-
uals, but also about establishing a new 
creation. (2 Corinthians 5:14-21, Reve-
lation 21:1-6) Therefore we are called to 
resist and disrupt the structures of sin 
on our society and seek to bring about 
social justice and renewed solidarity.  

Finally, “Charity, which is, as it were, 
the soul of the whole apostolate”  
allows the love of God which has been 
poured into our hearts at Baptism to 
flow through us to meet the basic  
needs of all people and to increase the 
bonds of fraternal love between all.  
(no. 3, Romans 5:5) As St. Teresa of  
Kolkata observed, “The poverty of being 
unwanted, unloved, and uncared for  
is the greatest poverty. We must start  
in our own homes to remedy this kind  
of poverty.” 

This upcoming week, we will continue 
to reflect on the question “Who are we 
as a Church?” by reading the Vatican II 
document The Decree on the Ministry 
and Life of Priests. It’s also known by  
its Latin title Presbyterorum ordinis. It 
can be found on the Vatican website by 
doing an internet search for either title. 
There is also a link to this document  
in this past Friday’s parish Flocknote 
email.  

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter  
of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross . . . pursue peace with  
everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the  

grace of God; that no root of bitterness springs up and causes trouble.” Hebrews 12:1-2,14-15  

Most Holy Trinity 
 

Exodus 34:6 
 

When we use our gifts from God to 
help others, we should do so because 
we are called to do so out of love and 
in thanksgiving to God. Stewardship is 
not using one’s gifts because you fear 
an angry or vengeful God. 



WWW.ASSUMPTIONMARY.ORG  ●  SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, MAY 31, 2026 

  

   -  

 

 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, June 1 
 2 Pt 1:2-7 
 Mk 12:1-12 

 

______________ 
  

 TUES, June 2 
2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18 
 Mk 12:13-17 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 WED, June 3 
 2 Tim 1:1-3, 6-12 
 Mk 12:18-27 

 6:30p Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, June 4 
 2 Tim 2:8-15 
 Mk 12:28-34 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

 

  

 FRI, June 5 
 2 Tim 3:10-17 
 Mk 12:35-37 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, June 6 
 2 Tim 4:1-8 
 Mk 12:38-44 

 4:30p  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, June 7 
 Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a 
 1 Cor 10:16-17 
 Jn 6:51-58 

BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

~ This Week ~ 

Sunday, May 31 
HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 
 9:30 am Mass 
GRADUATION MASS   
Migrant Worker Collection 

Monday, June 1 
 6:30 pm Catholic Discipleship  
  Small Groups 

Tuesday, June 2 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 

Wednesday, June 3  
 8:00 am Open Door Prep 
 10:00 am Serving at Open Door 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 

Thursday, June 4 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary   
Friday, June 5 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 

Saturday, June 6 
 4:30 pm Mass 

Sunday, June 7 
BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
 9:30 am Mass 

Stay Connected This Summer! 
 

Are you receiving your weekly Flocknote email from Assumption? 
With summer fast approaching, it's a great time to make sure you're 
on the list, so you can stay up to date on parish happenings no  
matter where vacation takes you! 

 

Scan the QR code or text MIDLANDABVM  
to 84576 to join our Friday email list. 

 

Need to update your contact information? 
Contact our e-vangelist, Anna Martin,  

at anna@assumptionmidland.org,  
and she'll be happy to help! 

Mondays at 6:30 PM 
June 1-August 31 

 

Grow in discipleship during the  
Year of the Holy Spirit through a  

summer small group! Each session  
will offer time for fellowship, prayer, 

Scripture reflection, and discussion of  
a weekly theme, from personal  

encounter to missionary discipleship. 

Preregistration is not required.  
All are welcome! 

Questions? Contact John Graveline: 
john@assumptionmidland.org 



Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

June 15-18 Vacation Bible School— 
   being held at Blessed Sacrament 

If you have any questions about Children’s  
Faith Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word,  

please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm.   

Confirmation Prep meet on Wednesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:15-8 pm. 

YM has wrapped up for the year.  Watch your email and  
the bulletin for spring/summer YM news & events! 

 

May 31 Graduation Mass 
June  16-19 Acts (989) 
 

ACTS (989) is the new service retreat for the Diocese of Sagi-
naw that is open to youth across the diocese (entering 9th 
grade to graduating seniors). During the day, students will 
serve throughout Saginaw, and in the evening will experi-
ence a high-powered retreat with fun, speakers, Adoration, 
worship, and more. 

 

Date: June 16-19, 2026 
Cost: $50 

Location: Nouvel Catholic High School, Saginaw 
 

Registration deadline:  
Friday, May 29, 2026  

 

Register by scanning the QR Code 

All Midland  
Corpus Christi  

Procession 

Sunday, June 7th 
12:30pm (meet at St. Brigid)  

Followed by Potluck at 1:00pm 
Meal Location:   St. Brigid's School Gym 

 

In celebration of The Solemnity of the Most  
Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
there will be a procession of the Blessed Sacra-
ment on the church grounds following the 
11:30am Mass.  

Happy Birthday 
Max and Helen Griggs 

Helen—Thursday, May 28th (88 years) 

Max—Wednesday, June 3rd (89 years) 

Every Child Matters 
New Ministry to Invisible Youth 

If you've never interacted with people in jail  
or detention, it's common to have concerns: 
Q: These children have very big problems.   

Occasional visits won't solve their  
problems, so why bother?   

Yes, many of the children we will be visiting 
have major life problems but this question miss-
es the point.  Only God can solve those sorts of 
serious problems; the ultimate outcome isn't 
our responsibility.  What IS our responsibility is 
to show up and be a friend to those in need. 
Kids in detention generally don't have many 
reliable adults to support them. One genuine 
connection might mean a lot.  

For more information, contact Julie 989-631-
6735 or email maurer.julie@yahoo.com 

 

Thank you all for your  
continued support of our youth!!  
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ABVM  
Parish Garden 

   When St. Isidore toiled in the fields, 
angels assisted him with his labors.  
If you would be interested in being  
an angel for the ABVM community 
garden, we meet: 

Tuesdays and Saturdays  
at 9:00 a.m. 

All help on any day (or days)  
is appreciated. 

If you can pull  
a weed, pick a 
bean, or other-

wise be a pair of 
helping hands 

for your neighbor, please join the 
ABVM garden group.  

Any questions?  
Please call Bernie or Michele  

at 989-689-5228. 

 

INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES SAGINAW 
presents 

Disciples 
Night 

Thursday, June 4th 

at St. Brigid Church 

Mass: 6pm 
Featuring the I.D. Choir 

Dinner: 7pm 
Please bring a dish to pass 

Social to follow! 
YOUNG ADULTS & FAMILIES WELCOME! 

Now Hiring:  
Coordinator of Middle School  

YM at Blessed Sacrament 
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church is 
seeking a Coordinator of Middle School 
Youth Ministry! 

This is a Full-Time position.  

For the complete job description and appli-
cation details, please visit Blessed Sacra-

ment's website: https://www.blessed-
midland.org/parish-news/ 

hiring-middle-school-youth-minister/ 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fhiring-middle-school-youth-minister%2f&c=E,1,Td4bBp37KxZDl8Y6_zsAfoqxNQ_mJDHtVJb5j9HnEUcjL3pQwF2kaTb4EGEBORr4h7-mNvTeDNoe1sp3Z3Rp2MnBjsjTDFlXamdDMu_UUujZaK0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fhiring-middle-school-youth-minister%2f&c=E,1,Td4bBp37KxZDl8Y6_zsAfoqxNQ_mJDHtVJb5j9HnEUcjL3pQwF2kaTb4EGEBORr4h7-mNvTeDNoe1sp3Z3Rp2MnBjsjTDFlXamdDMu_UUujZaK0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.blessed-midland.org%2fparish-news%2fhiring-middle-school-youth-minister%2f&c=E,1,Td4bBp37KxZDl8Y6_zsAfoqxNQ_mJDHtVJb5j9HnEUcjL3pQwF2kaTb4EGEBORr4h7-mNvTeDNoe1sp3Z3Rp2MnBjsjTDFlXamdDMu_UUujZaK0,&typo=1
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Glory to the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit; to God who is,  

who was, and who is to come.  

Weekend Offerings 
May 23/24, 2026 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $2,158 
$1,209 

Donations ........................ $1,000 
      Weekend Total .......... $4,367 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($4,864) 

May 1-24, 2026 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $15,839 
Online Giving $10,120 
Donations ........................ $9,000 
         Total ...................... $34,959 
         Goal ....................... $36,924 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($1,965) 

It is easy to sign up, just scan the QR code or go to our  
website at: AssumptionMary.org and click donate. 

 An Opportunity To Serve 

 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 

 

We are still in need of more volunteers to unload and 
distribute the food to those in need.  The more volun-
teers we have the lighter the work and the more fun 
we will have together!   

You can sign-up to volunteer by calling the  
parish office at  989-631-4447. 

 




