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MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family mem-
ber is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

June 14, 2026                

“The harvest is abundant but the 
laborers are few; 

so ask the master of the harvest 
to send out laborers for his harvest.”  

11th SUNDAY in Ordinary Time 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   As we continue to reflect 
upon the documents of Vati-

can II at the beginning of the Year of the 
Holy Spirit, this week we explore The 
Decree on the Ministry and Life of 
Priests (also known by its Latin title 
Presbyterorum ordinis) and The Decree 
on the Training of Priests (Optatam  
Totius). These documents are best  
considered in light of Chapter III  
(“The Church is Hierarchical”) of The 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 
which we read a few weeks ago. 

First, it might be good to note the his-
torical context of the priesthood up to 
the time of Vatican II. In the early 
church, Jesus’ apostles were called to 
continue his ministry on earth after his 
Ascension, and in light of this mission 
Jesus gave them a share of his saving 
power through the Holy Spirit. (John 
20:21-23) They in turn shared this  
mission and power with other men 
through the laying on of the apostle’s 
hands. (Acts 1:12-26) These “over-
seers” (episkopoi in Greek) led the early 
Christian community in discernment, in 
teaching, and in liturgy. As they went 
forth in missionary journeys to the ends 
of the earth, they would leave “elders” 
(presbuteros in Greek) to minister in 
their name as they moved on to find 
more churches. (Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5) 
In English, the word priest is derived 
from the word presbyter. Priests, as  
co-operators in the bishop’s ministry, 
are “appointed in the order of the priest-
hood and co-workers of the episcopal 
order for the proper fulfillment of the 
apostolic mission that had been en-
trusted to it by Christ.” (Decree on the  
Ministry and Life of Priests, no. 2) 

After the fall of the Roman Empire, 
priesthood became by and large identi-
fied with the monasteries that kept  
literacy, culture, and government alive 
over vast areas as well as becoming 
central gathering spaces for liturgy and 
sacraments. Because most monasteries 
were single-sex communities where 
celibacy was practiced, this became 
more and more the norm for priests until 
the practice was made mandatory for 
Latin Rite priests around the year 1100. 

In the 16
th
 century, the Protestant  

reformers questioned the need for  
ordained priests to function as media-
tors between God and the individual 
Christian, thus severely downplaying 
the role of the priest in their theologies. 
For example, Martin Luther strongly 
emphasized the general priesthood of 

all baptized Christians at the expense  
of ordained priests. This also had impli-
cations for Eucharistic theology and 
sacramental theology generally. In  
response, the Catholic Church at the 
Council of Trent (1545-63) heavily  
emphasized the unique role of the  
ordained priesthood, especially in the 
liturgy. These years saw the founding of 
the first seminaries, institutions dedicat-
ed specifically to the education and  
formation of men for the priesthood. On 
one hand, this was a needed pastoral 
emphasis in light of the theologies divid-
ing Christendom at that time, but after 
four centuries had fostered in some 
places an unhealthy clericalism, which 
overly separated the ordained clergy 
from the rest of the baptized faithful.  

Vatican II tried to overcome this by 
emphasizing a “both/and” approach 
to understanding the role of the 
priesthood in Christian life after  
centuries wherein “either/or” theologies 
seemed to dominate Christianity. Vati-
can II upheld the unique role of the  
ordained clergy in the life of the Church. 
Through their reception of the Sacra-
ment of Holy Orders, priests “by the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit are signed 
with a special character and so are  
configured to Christ the priest in such a 
way that they are to act in the person of 
Christ the head . . . through the ministry 
of priests the spiritual sacrifice of the 
faithful is completed in union with the 
sacrifice of Christ the only media-
tor.” (Decree on the Ministry and Life of 
Priests, no. 2) At the same time, “still 
they are disciples of the Lord along with 
all the faithful . . . in common with all 
who have been reborn in the font of 
baptism, are brothers among brothers 
as members of the same Body of Christ 
which all are commanded to build 
up.” (Decree on the Ministry and Life  
of Priests, no. 9) Thus, Vatican II sought 
to honor both the baptismal priesthood 
of all believers and the unique priest-
hood received through the Sacrament  
of Holy Orders. 

Although priests are ordained to  
assist the bishop in his role of teaching, 
leading, and sanctifying the faithful,  
Vatican II reminded them to carry  
the power of their ministry as a gift of 
Grace in a spirit of service, never in a 
self-serving manner, which can arise  
as a clericalist temptation, thus scandal-
izing the faithful. (John 13:3-15) Semi-
narians preparing for ordination to the 
priesthood “must clearly understand that 

it is not their lot in life to lord it over  
others and enjoy honors, but to devote 
themselves completely to the service of 
God and the pastoral ministry.” (Decree 
on the Training of Priests, no. 9) 

We are currently still being guided by 
the Pastoral Plan of the Diocese of 
Saginaw, wherein Bishop Gruss has 
exhorted us to be a “Diocese on  
Mission.” The first pillar of the dioce-
san Pastoral Plan is to “Love and 
Support a Unified Presbyterate on 
Mission.” One way that we are answer-
ing this call is through prayer and creat-
ing a culture of priestly vocations. “The 
duty of fostering vocations falls on the 
whole Christian community, and they 
should discharge it principally by living 
full Christian lives.” (Decree on the 
Training of Priests, no. 2) Another way 
we answer this call is to show our  
appreciation for the sacrificial service of 
our priests, who put their entire lives  
at the service of spreading the Kingdom 
of God. Our diocese (and our parish!) 
has been so blessed by the service of 
our senior priests! Let us continue to 
pray for them and support all priests in 
their high calling. 

This upcoming week, we will continue 
to reflect on the question “Who are we 
as a Church?” by reading the Vatican II 
document The Decree on the Pastoral 
Office of Bishops in the Church (also 
known by its Latin title Christus Domi-
nus). It can be found on the Vatican 
website by doing an internet search for 
either title. There is also a link to this 
document in this past Friday’s parish 
Flocknote email.  

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

11th Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

 

“As you go, make this 
proclamation: ‘The  

kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’” – Matthew 10:7 

 

The time to live as a disciple of Christ 
and to better use our God-given gifts 
is not next week or next month or 
whenever. The time is now. Ask God 
how you can better help to announce 
His kingdom in the world. 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, June 15 
 1 Kgs 21:1-16 
 Mt 5:38-42 

 

______________ 
  

 TUES, June 16 
1 Kgs 21:17-29 
 Mt 5:43-48 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 WED, June 17 
 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14 
 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

 6:30p Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, June 18 
 Sir 48:1-14 
 Mt 6:7-15 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

  

 FRI, June 19 
 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20 
 Mt 6:19-23 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, June 20 
 2 Chron 24:17-25 
 Mt 6:24-34 

 4:30p  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, June 21 
 Jer 20:10-13 
 Rm 5:12-15 
 Mt 10:26-33 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 
 9:30a  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

~ This Week ~ 

Sunday, June 14 
 9:30 am Mass 

 

Monday, June 15 
 6:30 pm Catholic Discipleship  
  Small Groups 

Tuesday, June 16 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 

Wednesday, June 17  
 5:00 pm Rummage Sale Meeting 
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 7:15-8:15 
 7:30 pm K of C Meeting 

Thursday, June 18 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 

Friday, June 19 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 

Saturday, June 20 
 10:00 am Serving at Open Door
 4:30 pm Mass 

Sunday, June 21 
 9:30 am Mass 
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

V is for Vocation: Fr. Patrick M. Jankowiak 
We give thanks for Fr. Patrick Jankowiak, Pas-
tor of Blessed Trinity Parish in Frankenmuth 
since July 2019. Ordained a priest at Blessed 
Sacrament in August 1992, we pray for Fr. Pat 
in his service to the faithful of the parish.  
Son of the late Deacon Michael and Judy  
Jankowiak, he attended Central Michigan  
University and Jesuit School of Theology in 

Berkeley, California. Fr. Pat shared in a Midland Daily News 
article shortly before his ordination, “[During freshman year at 
CMU], I was trying different things in parishes, reading scrip-
tures in Mass. After each thing I tried, it felt good and right 
and felt there might be something to the vocation.” Among  
his interests is the American Civil War, particularly the Battle 
of Gettysburg,  having visited Gettysburg several times. Learn 
more about vocations: https://saginaw.org/vocations  

Lord, through Baptism, You invite me to share the gift  
of my life in service to others. Be with me as I choose each  

day to show Your presence in our world. Give me the courage 
and generosity to respond to Your love, to Your call. I pray  

especially for those who serve You as priests, brothers, sisters 
and deacons. Keep them close to You. Open the minds and 

hearts of many other men and women to be witnesses  
to Your gospel. Amen. (USCCB) 

 
 

   Our retired diocesan priests continue to 
impact the lives of thousands of people each year.  
These men, who have dedicated their lives to the 
church, have very modest incomes. The Diocese 
Priests’ Retirement Fund helps to support those 
priests who are currently retired and those who are 
now serving the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw.  
   Gifts to the Priests’ Retirement Fund go directly to 
the priests’ pension plan, where it is invested and 
held in a trust account. The pension plan provides for 
the monthly pension and medical benefits of the cur-

rently retired diocesan priests. 
 

Please carefully and prayerfully consider a donation to this fund.   
Envelopes for this special collection are in your regular envelope packet,  

you can give online or drop a check in the collection basket  
next weekend with “Priest Retirement” on the memo line.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

AT BLESSED SACRAMENT 
June 15—June 18 (9am-noon) 

Collection Update 
Here is an update as to all the collections we had this past winter/spring. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Mother Teresa ....................... $1,005 
Catholic Relief Services .......... $1,765 
Rice Bowl .............................. $2,636 
Mobile Food Truck ................. $1,311 
Migrant Collection ................. $1,645 
     (plus donations) 
Mother’s Day Baby Shower .... $669  
     (plus donations) 
Rummage Sale ....................... $15,800 

Latin America Collection ......... $870 
Black and Indian Mission ........ $770 
Church in Central and 
     Eastern Europe ................... $515 
Holy Land Collection ............... $560 
Catholic Home Mission  
     Collection ........................... $640 
Catholic Communications  
     Collection ........................... $445 

https://saginaw.org/vocations


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

June 15-18 Vacation Bible School— 
   being held at Blessed Sacrament 

If you have any questions about Children’s  
Faith Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word,  

please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

YM has wrapped up for the year.  Watch your email and  
the bulletin for spring/summer YM news & events! 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm starting 9/27/26   

Confirmation Prep will meet on Tuesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:00-8 pm starting in October. 

 

June  15-18 VBS—MS & HS volunteers needed!! 
July  22 Mobile Food Truck-volunteers needed! 
Aug. 20 Save the Date-MS Back to School Bash 

 

L to R: Roman DeSantis, Christian Luick, Fr. Rick, Zach Dzurka, Xavier Wisneski 
 

Congratulations to all of our Assumption graduates (not pictured): Jensyn Ardouin,  
Lucas Belej, Samuel Buck, Deira Hillman, Annabelle Howell, Ella Lepley, Sebastian  

McFarland, Konner Minuth, Avery Nickel, Mackenzie Nickel, Alyssa Rey, Amelia Warner. 
 

Congratulations Class of 2026! 

May the Lord 
continue to 

guide you on 
your journey  
and bless you 

with every  
success,  

happiness,  
and hope for  
the future. 

Congratulations! 

Xavier Wisneski 
Graduating Class Of 2026! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xavier is the son of Greg and Jennifer 
Wisneski. He has one brother, Landon.  He 
is graduating from Midland High School.  
While at MHS, Xavier was on the track and 
soccer teams, Midland Fusion and was a 
member of the National Honors Society.  
In our parish, he was involved in youth  
ministry.  In the fall, Xavier plans to attend 
Saginaw Valley State University to study 
mechanical engineering.  
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Upcoming Opportunities 

CATHOLIC DISCIPLESHIP 
Small Group Series at Assumption 

Mondays at 6:30 PM through August 31 
Grow in discipleship during the Year of the Holy Spirit 
through a summer small group! Each session will offer  
time for fellowship, prayer, Scripture reflection, and  

discussion of a weekly theme, from personal  
encounter to missionary discipleship. 

Preregistration is not required.  All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
ONLINE Bible Study with Fr. Jose Cabrera 
Tuesdays at 7:00 AM through Dec. 2026 

 

Scan the QR Code or go to 
www.saginaw.org/bible-study-acts-apostles 

 

This is a 30-Week Virtual Bible Study—chapter by chapter—
of the entire Book of the Acts of the Apostles with Fr. Jose 
Cabrera S.T.L. Bib. These classes are part of the + YEAR OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT + ONE HEART - ONE MIND + 2026 - PENTE-
COST - 2027 + declared by Bishop Robert Gruss for the Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan. 
 

MONTHLY SPEAKER SERIES  
to Explore the Holy Spirit 

As part of the Diocese of Saginaw's Year of the Holy Spirit, 
Bishop Robert Gruss invites the faithful to deepen their un-
derstanding of the Third Person of the Holy Trinity through 
a monthly speaker series beginning in June 2026 and con-
tinuing through May 2027. 

All talks are from 6:30-8 pm at the Center for Ministry, 
5802 Weiss St, Saginaw 

A livestream link will be available for each  
presentation for those who cannot attend.  

 

JUNE 17—Who Is the Holy Spirit? (Bishop Gruss) 
JULY 8—The Holy Spirit in Sacred Scripture  

(Fr. Jose Maria Cabrera) 
 

ABVM Parish Garden 
Our ABVM community garden is thriving 
thanks to the efforts of our dedicated 
volunteers (and the intercession of St. 
Isidore). Broccoli, beans, tomatoes, car-
rots, cauliflower, winter squash, cabbage and cucumber 
plants should, God willing, provide nutritious food for our 
neighbors who are struggling. As always, any volunteer help 
is appreciated! Work days are: 

Tuesdays and Saturdays at 9:00 a.m.  
(as long as you can stay)  

 

All produce goes to assist those in need.  Any questions?  
Please call Bernie Link at 989-689-5228.  

 

Dear Assumption Parish family, 
     Thank you so much for your heartfelt prayers, kind  
condolences and loving support following the passing of  
my Mom.  Your thoughtfulness during this difficult time has 
meant so much to me and my entire family.   
     During the years Mom lived with me, she always felt 
warmly welcomed at Assumption and cherished being  
part of the parish community.  Even after moving to North 
Carolina, she continued to stay connected with many  
parishioners through Christmas cards and fond memories  
of friendships made. 
     On behalf of our entire family, thank you for your prayers 
and expressions of sympathy. 

With heartfelt gratitude, 
Carol & Alan Zombeck & The Walton Family 

 
 

 
Dear Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish,  
     Thank you again for your generous donation this month!  
We are so grateful for your sacrificial support.  Many families 
will benefit from our free services and your partnership.  
Thank you for coming along side us in eliminating barriers, 
restoring hope and empowering choices for life! 

God Bless you, Life Clinic Staff 



Bishop’s Golf Outing and Banquet  
for Seminarian Education and Vocations  

 
Bishop Robert Gruss will host his golf outing and luncheon  
on Wednesday, July 22nd at Currie Golf Course in Midland. 

Banquet and silent auction: Thursday July 23rd at  
The Double Tree by Hilton in Bay City.   

Deadline to reserve a seat or table is Wednesday, July 1. 

Monday, July 6 

Help Newcomers  
Find Community 

Imagine that you're new to the 
neighborhood and searching for  

a church to call home...where  
would you look, and how would  

you decide where to go?  
For many people, this search begins 
online. If being part of Assumption 
Parish has enriched your life, consider 
helping newcomers discover our faith 
community by leaving an online re-
view: Scan the QR code or search for 
our parish on Google Maps and click 
"Write a Review." 

Thanks for giving  
our online visitors  
a warm welcome! 

Every Child Matters 
New Ministry to Invisible Youth 

Yes, many of the children we will be 
visiting have major life problems but 
this question misses the point.  Only 
God can solve those sorts of serious 
problems; the ultimate outcome isn't 
our responsibility.  What IS our respon-
sibility is to show up and be a friend to 
those in need. Kids in detention gener-
ally don't have many reliable adults to 
support them.  

For more information,  
contact Julie at 989-631-6735. 

 







If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

Weekend Offerings 
June 6/7, 2026 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $5,632 
$4,260 

Donations ............................... $0 
      Weekend Total .......... $9,892 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ............ $661 

Month of May 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $18,836 
Online Giving $12,189 
Donations ........................ $9,000 
         Total ...................... $40,025 
         Goal ....................... $46,155 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($6,130) 

It is easy to sign up, just scan the QR code or go to our  
website at: AssumptionMary.org and click donate. 

 An Opportunity To Serve 

 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 

 

We are still in need of more volunteers to unload and 
distribute the food to those in need.  The more volun-
teers we have the lighter the work and the more fun 
we will have together!   

You can sign-up to volunteer by calling the  
parish office at  989-631-4447. 

 




