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Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Exposition/Reconciliation: 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

Director of Parish Life: John Graveline, 
 Email: john@assumptionmidland.org 
Sacramental Minister: Fr. Rick Filary, 
 Email: rfilary@diosag.org 
Office Manager: Sandy Martinski, 
 Email: sandym@assumptionmidland.org  
Director of Youth Ministry: Kathy Russell,  
 Email: kathyr@assumptionmidland.org 
Children’s Faith Formation:  
Wendy Graveline, 
 Email: cff@assumptionmidland.org 
Music & Liturgy: Jim Renfer, 
 Email: jim@assumptionmidland.org 
Office Professionals:  
Val Rossi,  
 Email: val@assumptionmidland.org 
Rachelle Boyer,     
 Email: rachelle@assumptionmidland.org 
Evangelization Liaison: Anna Martin, 
 Email: anna@assumptionmidland.org 
Maintenance Specialist: Brad Hill, 
 Email: bradh@assumptionmidland.org 

I will take the cup of salvation,  
and call on the name of the Lord. 

June 7, 2026               

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
Those wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick prior to surger-
ies, hospitalizations, or because of health concerns are asked to please contact 
the parish office.  Otherwise, please notify the parish office if you or a family  
member is ill, homebound or hospitalized. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeiqO_RghFp3Y5aMzkIjeHg
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/assumption.midland
http://www.assumptionmary.org/


  

   This weekend, we cel-
ebrate the Solemnity of 

the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
(Corpus Christi). Vatican II’s Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church (Lumen 
Gentium), which we considered a  
couple of weeks ago, famously stated 
that the celebration of the Eucharistic 
sacrifice is “the source and summit of 
the Christian life . . . strengthened by 
the body of Christ in the eucharistic 
communion, [the Church] manifests in a 
concrete way the unity of the People of 
God which this holy sacrament aptly 
signifies and admirably realizes.” (no. 
11) Furthermore, this week’s Vatican II 
document, Decree on the Ministry and 
Life of Priests (Presbyterorum ordinis), 
expands on this line of thought, “But the 
other sacraments, and indeed all eccle-
siastical ministries and works of aposto-
late are bound up with the Eucharist 
and are directed toward it. For in the 
most blessed Eucharist is contained the 
whole spiritual good of the Church, 
namely Christ himself our Pasch and 
the living bread which gives life to all 
people through his flesh—that flesh 
which is given life and gives life through 
the Holy Spirit.” (no. 5) Full participa-
tion in the Eucharist is at the heart  
of a life of Christian discipleship. It 
is the primary “place” of our Com-
munion with Jesus, and through him 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
making us holy and empowering us 
to bring the healing light and peace 
of Christ into our wounded world.  

As part of our participation in the Year 
of the Holy Spirit, opportunities will be 
given in all the contexts of parish life  
to give personal witness and testimony 
to the good work God has done in  
your lives and the meaning of your 
Catholic faith. In this context, I would 
like to share with you a letter that 
moved me very much. Parishioner Joan 
Farkas wrote it to parishioner Marlene 
Saotome’s grandson who received his 
First Communion this Easter Season.  
I have asked Joan and Marlene if I 
could share it with you: 

      
Dear [young disciple], 

I am your grandma and grandpa’s 
friend Miss Joan. When your grandma 
told me you were making your first 
Communion, I was very excited. What a 
special day! When Jesus had his last 
meal with His apostles, who were His 
friends and the men He would give the 
job of spreading the new faith, He knew 
these men were the closest people He 

had, and they would soon take on a 
huge job for him. 

During the Last Supper, Jesus took a 
piece of bread and he said: “Take and 
eat this Bread. It is my Body.” Jesus 
knew the apostles were confused and 
shaken by what He was saying and 
doing. They really did not understand 
how the bread was changed into Jesus’ 
Body. It was a miracle! The same mira-
cle happened when YOU received the 
Eucharist. You really took in the Body 
of Christ. Then Jesus held the wine  
up to the apostles and said, “This is  
my Blood which is poured out for  
many for the forgiveness of sins.” The 
priest takes the chalice and says, “This 
is my Blood,” and the second miracle 
takes place for you: the wine turns into 
Jesus’ Blood. 

The apostles were at a complete  
loss. They were reverent and knew that 
Jesus would never tell them something 
that wasn’t true. But just how did this 
happen? Jesus performs a miracle  
every time you receive the Eucharist, 
which is His real Body and Blood and 
not just your imagination. It’s Jesus’ 
connection with you. He gives you His 
Body and Blood and he desires your 
love and the promise that you will do all 
you can to show His love for you and 
for others through how you act towards 
others. You must be kind, be caring,  
be loving, and be helpful. That is how 
Jesus would act. But it’s not easy to  
be that way all the time. We have to 
ask Jesus to help us be like He is. At 
night, when you pray to Jesus about 
your day, ask for His help, even for 
specific things, not just general things. 
Jesus knows your whole life, everything 
you do and say. He knows when you 
are good and not so good. Ask for His 
help to improve the not-so-good times 
and to make the good times better. 

Congratulations! Your First Commun-
ion is an important day. It’s a difficult 
concept to understand. Do the best  
you can. We all struggle, but the warm 
feeling you get from receiving Jesus is 
worth it. 

Yours truly, Miss Joan 
 

Thank you, Joan, for sharing your 
Eucharistic faith with us on this Solem-
nity of the Most Sacred Body and Blood 
of Jesus! Please keep Joan in your 
prayers as she continues her treat-
ments. She is such an inspiration in our 
parish! 

As we reflect on the great gift of the 
Eucharist, I offer three suggestions: 

•  Make Saturday evening/Sunday 
Eucharist the priority in your life, espe-
cially over the summer. Schedule eve-
rything else around “the source and 
summit of the Christian life.” 

•  If you already participate in Mass 
every weekend, consider participating 
in Eucharistic worship part of your life 
between weekends. Are you able to 
participate in one of our weekday morn-
ing 8:00 a.m. Masses? On Wednesday 
evenings, beginning at 6:30, we have 
Mass followed by a time of quiet  
Eucharistic adoration. This is a life-
changer. 

•  Consider offering a Mass intention 
through the parish office. “In this way 
the faithful unite themselves more inti-
mately to Christ who offers Himself and 
are, in a certain sense, inserted even 
more deeply into communion with Him. 
This practice is not only approved by 
the Church but also promoted.” We 
generally don’t have many Mass inten-
tions in our parish. I would love to  
see more people take advantage of  
this spiritual opportunity. Masses may 
be offered for the deceased, but also 
for the intentions of the living. 

This upcoming week, we will continue 
to reflect on the question “Who are we 
as a Church?” by reading the Vatican II 
document The Decree on the Training 
of Priests. It’s also known by its Latin 
title Optatam totius. It can be found  
on the Vatican website by doing an  
internet search for either title. There  
is also a link to this document in this 
past Friday’s parish Flocknote email. 
Next week’s bulletin column will consid-
er the life and ministry of priests before 
and after Vatican II.  

                                  John 

From our Director of Parish Life 

“Jesus said to the crowd, ‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this  
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world . . .  

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life.’” John 6:51,54  

Corpus Christi 
 

“Because the loaf of bread 
is one, we, though many 
are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf.”  

– 1 Corinthians 10:17 
The message that we are all one body 
reminds us that we are to live as  
disciples of Christ and invite others  
to join us. Central to living as disciples 
is that we are to generously use our 
gifts from God in support of one  
another and God’s kingdom on earth. 
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 ASSUMPTION   

 MON, June 8 
 1 Kgs 17:1-6 
 Mt 5:1-12  

 

______________ 
  

 TUES, June 9 
1 Kgs 17:7-16 
 Mt 5:13-16 

 8:00a  Mass 
Phan Family 

 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 WED, June 10 
 1 Kgs 18:20-39 
 Mt 5:17-19 

 6:30p Mass 
Followed by Exposition 

and Reconciliation 

!!!  

 THUR, June 11 
 Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 
 Mt 5:20-26 

 6:30p Sacred Heart Vigil Mass 
Followed by Holy Hour  

from 7:15-8:15 

  

 FRI, June 12 
 Dt 7:6-11 
 Mt 11:25-30 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  

  

 SAT, June 13 
 1 Kgs 19:19-21 
 Mt 5:33-37 

 8:00a  Mass 
 8:30a  Rosary  
 4:30p  Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

 SUN, June 14 
 Ex 19:2-6a 
 Rm 5:6-11; Mt 9:36-10:8 

 9:30a  Mass 
People of the Parish 

  

 

 
 

  

~ This Week ~ 

Sunday, June 7 
BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
 9:30 am Mass 

Monday, June 8 
10:30 am Liturgy Meeting 
 6:30 pm Catholic Discipleship  
  Small Groups 

Tuesday, June 9 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
 6:30 pm Finance and Pastoral     
  Council Meeting 

Wednesday, June 10  
 6:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition 
  and Reconciliation 7:15-8:15 

Thursday, June 11 
 6:30 pm Sacred Heart Vigil Mass 
  followed by Holy Hour  
  from 7:15-8:15  
Friday, June 12 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 

Saturday, June 13 
 8:00 am Mass 
 8:30 am Rosary 
Men’s Faith Study after Rosary 
 4:30 pm Mass 

Sunday, June 14 
 9:30 am Mass 
 

V is for Vocation: Fr. Edwin C. Dwyer 
We give thanks for Fr. Edwin C. Dwyer, 
Pastor of St. Paul the Apostle Parish  
in Ithaca. We pray for Fr. Eddie, as he 
celebrates 15 years of priesthood this 
year. Fr. Eddie attended Central Michi-
gan University, Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary, University of St. Mary of the 
Lake/Mundelein Seminary, and Catholic 
University of America. He had been 

parochial administrator of St. Paul since July 2020, until he 
was appointed its pastor in July 2024.  

For more info on vocations: https://saginaw.org/vocations  
 

God, the source of creation and love, You invite each of  
us to serve You through the life which is Your gift. May  
Your grace encourage men and women to heights of  

holiness through service to the church as priests, sisters, 
brothers, and lay ministers. Make me an instrument to  

encourage others to give of themselves and challenge me  
to do the same. Amen. (adapted from USCCB) 

CONSECRATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

In just a few weeks, we will celebrate our country’s 250th birthday, the 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. In anticipa-
tion of this national commemoration, the bishops of the United States  
are consecrating our country to the Sacred Heart of Jesus this Thursday, 

June 11, which is the Vigil of the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart. All dioceses  
are asked to participate in this consecration. In solidarity with this consecration, 
Bishop Gruss will consecrate our diocese to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and has 
asked all parishes to consecrate themselves similarly. 

The diocesan Consecration Mass will take place this  
Friday, June 12, 6:30 p.m., at the Cathedral of Mary  

of the Assumption in Saginaw.  

All are encouraged to participate in this Mass.  

Our parish Consecration Mass will be this  
Thursday, June 11, 6:30 p.m. at a Vigil Mass for the Sacred Heart,  

immediately followed by a Eucharistic Holy Hour for our  
America from 7:15 to 8:15. 

Our parish statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which was refurbished recently 
by parishioners Keith and Nancy Boldiszar, will be displayed this month in our 
Worship Space. Our sanctuary crucifix is also a moving reminder of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the blood and water that flowed from his Heart for our  
redemption. In the Bible, the heart symbolizes the essence or core of our beings. 
The unconditionally loving and infinitely compassionate Heart of Jesus was  
completely emptied on the cross to reconcile us with God and with each other. 

As we commemorate the document that declared that all people are created 
equal and endowed by our Creator with inalienable human rights, may this  
consecration to the Heart of Jesus serve for the overflowing of social love and 
compassion in our nation, recognizing that we are at our best when we respect 
the rights of all people and care for those most in need of dignified assistance for 
the flourishing of all. May the reconciling Heart of Jesus also inspire all of us in 
these polarized times to remember that Jesus loves each person, even those with 
whom we have profound disagreements, with the same love with which we are 
loved and that his love is what unifies us in a stronger bond than anything that 
attempts to separate us. 

https://saginaw.org/vocations


Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

CHILDREN 

June 15-18 Vacation Bible School— 
   being held at Blessed Sacrament 

If you have any questions about Children’s  
Faith Formation or Children’s Liturgy of the Word,  

please contact Wendy Graveline at cff@assumptionmidland.org 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

YM has wrapped up for the year.  Watch your email and  
the bulletin for spring/summer YM news & events! 

Middle School and High School YM meet on Sunday evenings  
at Blessed Sacrament from 6-8 pm starting 9/27/26   

Confirmation Prep will meet on Tuesday evenings  
at Assumption from 6:00-8 pm starting in October. 

 

June  15-18 VBS—MS & HS volunteers needed!! 
July  22 Mobile Food Truck-volunteers needed! 
Aug. 20 Save the Date-MS Back to School Bash 

 

Dear Jesus... 

Thank You for the gift of summer — a time to rest,       
explore, and grow. We pray for all students on break: 
keep them safe in their activities, joyful in their  
friendships and surrounded by love and support.  
When challenges or lonely moments arise, remind 
them that You are always near. Let Your presence 
bring comfort, strength and peace to their hearts. May 
this season be one of renewal, laughter and blessings, 
and may they return refreshed and ready for what’s 
ahead, always walking with You.   Amen. 

All Midland Corpus Christi Procession 

Sunday, June 7th 
12:30pm (meet at St. Brigid)  

Followed by Potluck at 1:00pm 
Meal Location:   St. Brigid's School Gym 

 

In celebration of The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ (Corpus Christi) there will be a procession of the Blessed Sacra-
ment on the church grounds following the 11:30am Mass.  

Happy 86th Birthday 
 
 

 
 

John 
Bartos 

Sat., June 6th 

Thank You from Assumption Parish 
Music Ministry 

   Thank you to everyone who attended and  
supported our performance of Mendelssohn's 
oratorio "Elijah" last month. We were blessed to 
collaborate with the Cathedral of Mary of the  
Assumption in Saginaw to offer two concerts, May 
17 at the Cathedral and May 21 at Assumption 
Parish, and both received a wonderful turnout. 
   Here at our parish, over 150 community mem-
bers joined us for an evening of powerful music 
followed by a reception and fellowship. The  
concert raised $850 in donations to support  
Assumption Parish Music Ministry. 
   We are so grateful to everyone who made this 
event possible, especially Sr. Andrea Marie Lee, 
music director at the Cathedral, and more than  
30 musicians from throughout the Tri-City area 
who participated! We would also like to thank 
Bishop Gruss for his enthusiastic support of these 
sacred music concerts. 
Interested in singing with us in the future or want 
to be informed of future events? Please contact 

Jim Renfer at jim@assumptionmidland.org 
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Bishop’s Golf Outing and  
Banquet for Seminarian  
Education and Vocations  

Bishop Robert Gruss will host his golf 
outing and luncheon on Wednesday, 

July 22 at Currie Golf Course in Midland. 

Banquet and silent auction: Thursday July 23, 2026 
at The Double Tree by Hilton, One Wenonah Park 
Place, Bay City.  The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $75 or $560 for a table of eight.  All 
funds raised from these two events go to support 
education of seminarians in the Catholic Diocese of 
Saginaw and vocation efforts.   

To register contact Tammy Heinlein at  
989-797-6693 or theinlein@diosag.org. 

The participation deadline and deadline to  
reserve a seat or table is Wednesday, July 1. 

See this week’s insert for more details! 

Mondays at 6:30 PM 
June 1-August 31 

 

Grow in discipleship during the  
Year of the Holy Spirit through a  

summer small group! Each session  
will offer time for fellowship, prayer, 
Scripture reflection, and discussion  

of a weekly theme, from personal  
encounter to missionary discipleship. 

Preregistration is not required.  

Special Moments  
on Memorial Day 

Thank you to everyone from 
around the Midland area who 

braved the early morning fog on 
Memorial Day to gather with us for 

Mass at New Calvary Cemetery.  

mailto:theinlein@dioceseofsaginaw.org












If you are not receiving your weekly Flocknote, go to  
midlandabvm.flocknote.com to sign up online and keep  

in touch with what is going on at Assumption or text  
MIDLANDABVM to 84576 to get it on your mobile device. 

Weekend Offerings 
May 30/31, 2026 

Weekly Envelopes ........... $2,997 
$2,069 

Donations ............................... $0 
      Weekend Total .......... $5,066 
Weekly Goal .................... $9,231 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($4,165) 

Month of May 
Weekly Envelopes ......... $18,836 
Online Giving $12,189 
Donations ........................ $9,000 
         Total ...................... $40,025 
         Goal ....................... $46,155 
Overage/(Shortfall) ....... ($6,130) 

It is easy to sign up, just scan the QR code or go to our  
website at: AssumptionMary.org and click donate. 

 An Opportunity To Serve 

 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 

 

We are still in need of more volunteers to unload and 
distribute the food to those in need.  The more volun-
teers we have the lighter the work and the more fun 
we will have together!   

You can sign-up to volunteer by calling the  
parish office at  989-631-4447. 

 




